WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON  PHILIPPIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: PHILIPPIANS 1:18-20

Phillipians.1

[18] What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed; and in that I rejoice. 
[19] Yes, and I shall rejoice. For I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliverance, 

[20] as it is my eager expectation and hope that I shall not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death.



PRAYER FOR TODAY: I pray today for the Holy Spirit to guide you and to guide 
the decisions you need to make this day with all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding that you may do what is pleasing to the Lord and that you may grow in the knowledge of God's will this day! I pray for your family and for the fruit of the Spirit-love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, gentleness, faithfulness, 
generosity, and self-control- to rest upon your home and to dwell within you 
this day. I pray for your calling as an ambassador this day, that you be given 
opportunities and the words to say in the love of your Lord!

I pray for the whole Church, the body of Christ, and for all who seek to live 
their vocations of God this day! I pray for the leaders of this world and for 
all in the world, because prayer matters. 

But chiefly, I pray in thanksgiving to our Lord Jesus Christ, for his birth 
and life among us, his death and resurrection and ascension for us, his sending 
his Holy Spirit for us, his coming again for us, his creation for us, his 
life for our death, his joy for our despair, his righteousness for our sin, his 
love for our lives. May the Lord send us both as His ambassadors to 
______________________. Hear our prayers, O Lord, for ____________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

18 "But also, I rejoice for I know this will lead me into 
salvation/deliverance/release through your prayer and the help/support/providing of the Spirit of 
Jesus Christ"

My how this verse reminds me of II Timothy 1:12 "But I am not ashamed, for I 
know the one in whom I put my trust." Paul is speaking to Timothy about his 
ability to suffer for the gospel as a herald, apostle, and teacher BECAUSE HE 
KNOWS THE ONE in whom he puts his trust! He is confident about the one who holds his life, who gives meaning to his life, who has rescued him!

The rejoicing is not Pollyanna talk either! The verse is literally, "for I 
know this will lead me into salvation." The Greek word here is the word usually 
used for the salvation of God; it also has the meanings of deliverance and 
release. What follows will be a discussion about his life or death.

It is a two directional sentence! On the one hand, it is the confidence that 
he may be released/delivered from prison through the prayers of the 
Philippians and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, like Peter was rescued from 
prison in Jerusalem and Paul was rescued from prison in Philippi!!!
On the other hand, it also is the confidence that even in execution there 
is the release into his salvation, the fullness of the life to come in 
prayers and the provision of the Spirit of Jesus, the risen Christ!

And in either direction, he rejoices!……..Wow! We'll talk about this on 
Tuesday in the verses that follow.

What draws my attention today is the importance of the prayer of the 
congregation in Philippi! Paul asks for their prayer as if their prayer truly matters! 
Prayer truly matters! Prayer is a mystery to me, but as Luther says in the 
Large Catechism, prayer is powerful and important and central because Jesus asks 
us, commands us to pray! All the gospels have occasions where Jesus will 
share that what we ask for in the name of Jesus will be done for us. That is a 
mystery for me; that is a greatly emphasized statement by Jesus in the gospels!

So, I pray for your faith to deepen. I pray for the Holy Spirit to guide you 
and to guide the decisions you need to make this day with all spiritual wisdom 
and understanding that you may do what is pleasing to the Lord and that you 
may grow in the knowledge of God's will this day! I pray for your family and 
for the fruit of the Spirit-love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, gentleness, 
faithfulness, generosity, and self-control- to rest upon your home and to dwell 
within you this day. I pray for your calling as an ambassador this day, that 
you be given opportunities and the words to say in the love of your Lord!

I pray for the whole Church, the body of Christ, and for all who seek to live 
their vocations of God this day! I pray for the leaders of this world and for 
all in the world, because prayer matters. 

But chiefly, I pray in thanksgiving to our Lord Jesus Christ, for his birth 
and life among us, his death and resurrection and ascension for us, his sending 
his Holy Spirit for us, his coming again for us, his creation for us, his 
life for our death, his joy for our despair, his righteousness for our sin, his 
love for our lives. "because I know the one in whom I put my trust, and I am 
confident that he is able to guard until that day ALL that I entrust to him!!!" 
"because through your prayer and the help of the Spirit of Christ this will 
turn out for my salvation/release/deliverance!"

How wonderful to believe that the life of this day is covered under the 
prayer of the church for me and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ for me!

20 "It is my eager expectation and hope that I will in nothing be put to 
shame, BUT in all boldness/confidence always, even now, to exalt/praise/hold in 
honor/magnify Christ in my body, whether through life or through death!"

I think of I Peter 4:16: "Yet if any of you suffers as a Christian, do not 
consider it a disgrace/do not be ashamed, but glorify God because you bear this 
name!"

What will shame Paul is not HIS honor being harmed but having the HONOR OF 
CHRIST shamed through Paul!! Isn't that powerful! I do not want the Name of 
Christ harmed by my public conduct; I do not want the office of pastor harmed by 
my public conduct; I do not want my wife, family, colleague, friend harmed by 
my public conduct. My faith, my marriage, my family roles, my vocation is a 
daily walking and a daily challenge to honor the ones my faith, marriage, role, 
vocation honor and serve. And here is where the forgiveness is so needed for 
me!

But Paul goes further!!

"BUT!!!! in all boldness/confidence always and now, to magnify Christ in my 
body, whether through life or through death!"

How I wish I could say that about my life! That in everything I have done or 
intend to do that Christ is absolutely magnified, praised, honored through my 
body!!!!

But what an insight or challenge for my living today in the day I plan, in 
the activities and in the words I speak. How does Colossians say it, "And 
whatever you do in word and deed, do in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ giving 
thanks to God the Father, though him!" Thanksgiving and praise! Gratitude and 
honoring! This is how to live today!

This past Monday, the board and staff of Lutheran Family Services and lots of 
others folks gathered to honor Ron (and Barb, his wife) Herring for 27 years 
of service to thousands through Lutheran Family Services as the CEO. We used 
lots of words, but we could have more concisely said, 'that in his body, Christ 
was magnified to thousands through service and advocacy.'

This is true of so many sisters and brothers in Christ we know, isn't it?

Yet Paul writes not knowing his fate, waiting to hear a verdict; so he adds, 
'whether through life or whether through death!'

I think of the writings of Bonhoeffer from prison, you might want to. There 
you read of one who desires to honor Christ whether in life or death. There you 
read of one down in the depths and one living in hope, but certainly one who 
has a joy that even within the walls of his cell there is a Lord who abides, 
who has not abandoned. There I read of one who also does not want to be shamed 
in any way, but that through him Christ will be honored.

In my freedom this day, able to do a great deal of my own choosing, let me 
also join the prisoner, Paul, in desiring my body to exalt/praise/honor the one 
who is the joy of my life ('suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of 
God who saved us and called us with a holy calling not according to our works 
but according to his purpose and grace!' II Tim. 1: 8-9)

May we both have a joyous day of prayer and magnifying the One for whom we 
are ambassadors to ………………….




