WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE GOSPEL OF LUKE!!

We are just beginning and encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@roanoke.edu and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: LUKE 11:45-52


(LUKE) 11:45 But if that slave says to himself, 'My master is delayed in coming,' and if he begins to beat the other slaves, men and women, and to eat and drink and get drunk, 46 the master of that slave will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour that he does not know, and will cut him in pieces, and put him with the unfaithful. 47 That slave who knew what his master wanted, but did not prepare himself or do what was wanted, will receive a severe beating. 48 But the one who did not know and did what deserved a beating will receive a light beating. From everyone to whom much has been given, much will be required; and from the one to whom much has been entrusted, even more will be demanded. 49 "I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! 50 I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until it is completed! 51 Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! 52 From now on five in one household will be divided, three against two and two against three;


PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, you came revealing the Father's love through
word and deed. Send me as your ambassador to reveal the heart of your love with
words that clearly express your rescuing love and with deeds that amplify a
walk that matches a talk. Hear my prayer this day for _______________________.
Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

Again Barclay provides helpful information:

"Three charges were leveled against the scribes: 1-They were experts in the
law; they laid upon men the thousand and one burdens of the ceremonial law, but
they did not keep them themselves, because they were experts in evasion….It
is incredible that men should ever have thought that God could have laid down
laws like that, and that the working out of such details was a religious
services and the keeping of them a matter of life and death. 2- the attitude of
the scribes to the prophets was s paradoxical. They professed a deep admiration
for the prophets. But the only prophets they admired were dead; when they met
a living one they tried to kill him. They honored the dead prophets with
tombs and memorials, but they dishonored the living ones with persecution and
death. 3-The scribes shut the people off from scripture. Their interpretation of
scripture was so fantastic that it was impossible for the ordinary man to
understand it…. The scriptures had become the perquisite of the expert and a dark
mystery to the common man.
None of this is so very out of date. There are still those who demand
from others standards, which they themselves refuse to satisfy. There are still
those whose religion is nothing other than legalism. There are still those who
make the word of God difficult that the seeking mind of the common man is
bewildered and does not know what to believe or to whom to listen."

Culpepper notes that as the Pharisees received three woes, so the scribes do
also. "Rather than as a blessing [as it was intended], they have made God's
law a burden to the people.

Interestingly to me is that when you read the death of Zechariah in II
Chronicles 24, Culpepper notes that, "The coincidence of the name with the reference
to the Temple and the altar led some early interpreters to suggest that this
Zechariah was the father of John the Baptist."

Culpepper writes how wonderful it would be if instead of woes, Jesus could
have used positive statements about the scribes, "Blessed are you lawyers! For
you ease the burdens on others and help them carry their loads. Blessed are
you! For you honor the prophets and strive to heed their warnings. Because of you
there is hope for this generation. Blessed are you lawyers! For you have
found the key to knowledge; you have entered yourselves, and you have helped
others to find the way also!"



