WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesdays.

    

TEXT FOR TODAY: COLOSSIANS 2:4-7
Colossians 2: [4] I say this in order that no one may delude you with beguiling speech. [5] For though I am absent in body, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the firmness of your faith in Christ. [6] As therefore you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so live in him, [7] rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. 

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, help me to delight in your will and to walk in your way by faith this day! Help me to walk it a step at a time as I meet others, as I make decisions, as I make plans and goals, as I return home this day. By your rooting me in you, building me up, strengthening my faith, enable me then to abound in thanksgiving for the life of grace and love that I know comes from you. Send me this day as your ambassador. Hear my prayers this day for 
_____________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

In these verses, Paul seems to be drawing to a conclusion, not only about 
Jesus, the treasure of wisdom and knowledge, from the previous verse, but also all that Paul has shared from the beginning of the letter to now! He has used the opening part of the letter to share the bulk of his theological and confessional and apostolic passion about what the Father is doing through his Son, Jesus the Christ! Beginning in 2:8 he will turn his attention to the alternative philosophies, traditions, and ideas that the Colossians are facing.

So we have these four verses that are forming a conclusion to the opening theological section and also serving as a bridge to introduce the coming section on the challenges that face the Colossians.

4 "I say these things to you so that no one may deceive you with plausible arguments."

I prefer this translation, "I say these things to you so that no one may lead you astray with attractive words."

I prefer the alternative meaning, 'lead astray', particularly because in 
verse 6 Paul will use the verb, 'to walk.' There he will be talking about our 'walk of faith.' It seems most complementary then to speak to the danger of being 'led astray', being drawn into walking down the wrong path!

I think of Jesus saying, "I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life." The way leads to truth and life. In that verse of John 14:6, I see the gospel writer speaking that the way that leads to knowing a Father's heart who so loves the world that he sends his only Son, is known through the way of listening to the words of Jesus and watching his actions in the gospel, especially his being lifted up upon the cross and his taking a towel and basin to wash the disciples feet.

I think of how both the first Psalm and the first chapter of Proverbs begin with admonitions about not being led down 'the path/way that sinners tread/walk.'

The scary thing, of course, is that one is often  'led astray' not by some 
grand act, but really by tiny baby steps, one at a time!!

However, the use of the words 'deceive' and 'plausible arguments' or better, 'attractive words' speak to a rhetorical setting, a site for debate as well! It is wisdom versus the gospel of Paul about a crucified Christ. There is a debate going on about what brings life and what 'way' of expressing faith leads to life, too! And there is much about other ways that are 'attractive' and 'persuasive', that make sense!

This issue does not die. I continue to be bombarded by alternative 
approaches, diverse ideas, and methodologies and religious practices. Devotions of all sorts of writers, philosophers, world religions, spiritualities, bring some special words and practices that can be helpful, but they also have a potential to lead us with baby steps to a new walk that may affect the following of Jesus, too. Paul will speak with concern to our walk of faith in the midst of a culture with a myriad of spiritual options in a cosmopolitan setting where many 
spiritualities exist and are welcomed as avant garde and groovy [yes, I am of that era!]

5 "For though I am absent in the flesh, I am with you in Spirit, and I 
rejoice to see your morale and firmness of your faith in Christ."

Another of reading it, "For though I am AWAY in the flesh, I am WITH YOU in Spirit, and I rejoice and see your order and steadfastness in your faith in Christ!"

I believe Paul is seeking to express his heart's/soul's presence among them in the Spirit of Christ and his sadness in being unable to be with them physically. It is interesting to me that he then speaks to the ability to 'see' what is happening with their faith and rejoicing over it. The clause evokes the idea that his spiritual presence truly 'sees' what is going on among the faith of the Colossians! What also strikes me to emphasize here is the difference between an individualistic, scientific, physical approach to things with us in our 21st century western, enlightenment world and the early church's social/community approach. Even though being in prison, Paul was with them in Christ who gathered them as the church.

The words 'order' and 'firmness' can have military connotations. The 'order' can speak to the arrangement and movement of a crack military unit. The word 'firmness' can speak to the strength of a bulwark or fortress. It comes from the Greek verb that means, 'to make strong.' 

It can also speak to a rhetorical approach of belief as well, as 'orderly and steadfast in faith.'

Perhaps this is why the NRSV combines the nuances to talk about their 
'morale' and 'firmness' which elicits more of a 'condition/quality' of their community's health.

It is also a word of encouragement to further rally and support the community of faith by Paul!

I don't believe we use the word of encouragement enough in the life of the church! See how Paul seeks to build up knowing that a Word of encouragement carries power as well as the Word of criticism. 

I am struck by the way Psalm 1 and the first chapter of Proverbs speaks to the life sapping 'scoffer'. Psalm 1 puts the 'scoffer' in a triad with 'the 
advice of the WICKED' and the 'path of the SINNER.' Psalm 1 speaks to the 'seat of the SCOFFER.' Perhaps the psalmist's descriptive image of a 'sitting scoffer' might be, "one who sits and critiques all day but never gets much done on their own!!"

There is a power to the negative word, but THERE IS A POWER TO THE WORD OF 
ENCOURAGEMENT! GOD BLESS THOSE WHO BRING AN ENCOURAGING WORD!

6-7 "As  you, therefore, have received Christ Jesus the Lord, in him WALK:
1-having been rooted in him, 
2-built up in him, 
3-confirmed/verified/sustained/strengthened in faith as you were taught, 
4-abounding/overflowing in thanksgiving!!"

Colossians and Ephesians will use the verb, 'peripateo-to walk' centrally to its image of life in the faith. Faith is a 'walking.' You will see this 
beautifully done in the second chapter of Ephesians!!!!! It begins, "You were dead in your sins…..in which you were walking!" After the famous verse, "But you have been saved by grace through faith" the section concludes, "For God has created us that doing good works should be our walk!" 

Now the NRSV translates, 'walk', 'way of life.' I prefer 'walk'!!

That describes the faith to me, a walk, one step at a time!

1-Here that walk is 'rooted in Christ.' Notice that it is passive. Christ as 
rooted me in him! My roots are soaked in the waters of my baptism and draw upon those promises daily!! In the life of baptism's crucified and risen Lord is the nourishment that I need for my daily walk!

2-In that nourishment I am 'built up in him.' That verb is a construction 
word!! In him, I build my house! In him, my house is built up or being built up! What a great way for me to approach the importance of faith for my family!

3-I walk confirmed and verified and sustained and strengthened in the faith as I was taught!  II Timothy will say, "Guard the good treasure that has been entrusted to you." From that treasure taught, handed down to us, Paul is able to say to Timothy, "For I know the one in whom I put my trust!"

4-and I walk abounding in thanksgiving, overflowing in expressing thanks to God for the blessings of faith, baptism, life in Christ, life in the community of Christ, life in this beautiful creation of God! It also has a worship nuance to it, expressing that thanksgiving in worship's praise and glorifying God 
for all God's daily and eternal blessings acted through the very icon of God, Jesus Christ!

WOW! Those are four loaded verses too! They are helpful for MY walk of faith today! I am not alone; I have a Lord and a community of faith there for my walk of faith. In that walk I am rooted, built up, strengthened, thankful!

Today I ask for some help in my walk as a faithful ambassador knowing that my word of faith may be a word of encouragement to those I love, but especially to those that my Lord loves!
