WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesdays.

    

TEXT FOR TODAY: COLOSSIANS 2:8

Colossians 2: [8] See to it that no one makes a prey of you by philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the universe, and not according to Christ. 



PRAYER FOR TODAY:  Lord Jesus, give to us the eyes of faith! By the power of your Spirit, may we remain focused on you, your birth, life, teachings, actions, suffering, death, resurrection, and ascension. Send me as your ambassador this day with lips of thanksgiving and praise for your gospel, with hands of service in love for your children, my neighbor, and with feet that will carry me into new places for witness and service. Hear my prayers this day for 
_______________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

"See to it that no one takes you captive according to philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and NOT according to Christ!"

"See to it!"

Remember back a couple of verses where Paul wrote, "Though I am away from you in the flesh but with you in Spirit, I rejoice and see your morale and firmness in faith." 

Paul is 'to see to it' that their morale and firmness in faith is solid!

The Colossians are 'to see to it' that they are not taken captive!!

"See to it!" "Keep your eyes wide open!"  "Don't let your guard down!"

"that no one takes you captive"

Remember that in verse 4, Paul had said, "I am saying these things to you so that no one may lead you astray with attractive words/plausible arguments."  

Attractive words or plausible arguments debated articulately can surely lead people astray from the way of the Lord one baby step at a time.

But philosophy, traditions of men, elementals spirits of the world can take us captive!

(Now this image is even more stark when you recall that scholars believe this is a letter written from prison! Paul himself is a captive, and the 
Colossians may know that he is a captive, a prisoner.
This is what philosophy and traditions of men can do to those who follow the way of Christ!!  There is not only the metaphor of 'capturing', there is also a true reality of this world that the way of Christ may indeed LEAD Christians to become captives at the hands of others.When Luther in the Heidelberg Disputation remarks that the love of the cross is borne by a divine love that doesn't enjoy the company of the good of this world but which confers the good upon the bad and needy, one sees that the way of Christ leads into a road of service.)

If attractive words can lead us astray, then whole systems of thought can surely do the same and more!


"according to the traditions of men, according to the elemental [spirits] of the world"

The Greek word for tradition also means, 'that which is handed down or over.' It is a generational thing. [This is true for our faith as well-guarding the treasure handed down to us.]

The Greek uses 'men' and not humans, but the NRSV uses 'human.'

The word translated 'elemental spirits' has to do with what are the 
fundamental elements of what was believed composed creation. These might be both as material and spiritual elements. It might not have been that clear for the Colossians. They are also, perhaps, what Paul is referring to with 'rulers, authorities, thrones, dominions' in the hymn of 1::15-20 and in the coming verses that follow.

What I believe is happening in this verse, though, is Paul wanting the 
Colossians TO SEE is that what may be there to take them captive is OF CREATION, WITHIN CREATION, as opposed to the tradition according to Christ, "THROUGH WHOM ALL THINGS WERE CREATED!!"

Why would anyone want to be captive to a philosophy, tradition, or even power of/within creation or humans who were creatures rather than the Lord of creation?

Now this is a LONG Greek sentence that will encompass all the verses through 15, so we have a ways to go to notice the clauses that are used by Paul, FOLLOWING the mention of Christ!!

That will be where we begin on Tuesday!!  Have a wonderful weekend!! I get to be at Winter Celebration this weekend and next weekend with over 640 youth and adults!!! I can't wait to hear the joy of their singing and the gift of hearing about their lives and the sharing of their faith. What an inspiration for me!
