WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesdays.

    

TEXT FOR TODAY: COLOSSIANS 2:9-10
Colossians 2: [9] For in him the whole fulness of deity dwells bodily, 
[10] and you have come to fulness of life in him, who is the head of all rule and authority.

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, through my baptism you named me and called me and brought me into the fullness of your death and resurrection, into the very joyFULL and hopeFULL life of God. It is hard to experience each day in that way, my Lord. Help me in this day to know that I am baptized and I trust in your promise that I am yours. I believe you have called me then to serve as your ambassador with confidence and joy. Hear my prayers this day for ____________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

As I closed out the study on 2:3-7, I pointed to the strong comparison Paul was making between the ‘philosophies’, ‘traditions of men’, and the ‘elements of the world’ VERSUS ‘Christ!’ Why would the Colossians desire to be ‘captivated’ by mere human wisdom [philosophy], traditions of mortals, or even the elemental beings/spirits within this creation than being enthralled with the Creator through whom ALL things were created?!!!!!!

Now our two verses for today form the first two appositive clauses that augment the comparison being made!! These verses continue to explain why the Colossians would want to cling to Christ and not to other ways of wisdom, traditions, etc.

Verse 8 ends, “Christ,

Verse 9 for in him ALL the fullness of the Godhead dwells bodily!”

I am not sure that I could ever fully comprehend the profound mystery and good news this phrase brings!

In Jesus the human, ALL the fullness, ALL the completeness, the FULL MEASURE of the Godhead DWELLS, lives within, inhabits, has its fullness of life abide with. The important thing is not to see this as God filling up a shell, but it is a confession of faith that the fully human Jesus is fully divine. Jesus is one of us and Jesus is of the very God. 100% human; 100% divine. I can’t comprehend that mystery. I CAN comprehend how I can be 100% sinner and declared to be 100% saint by the good news of my baptism!

I believe that Paul is seeking in as sharp a way as possible to contrast the human, mortal, creaturely, of this world’s wisdom and traditions with the life and intent for the world of the Lord of heaven and earth as revealed in his icon, Jesus the Christ!!

God has come down FOR US!! God isn’t waiting for us; God is coming for us! God is acting for us; God is rescuing us, probably from a great number of philosophies, human traditions, and elemental spirits!! 

Verse 10 “And you have IN HIM come to fullness”

The life of Christ, our baptism into his death and resurrection, our being brought into his way, RATHER than the philosophies and human traditions, has brought us into that fullness/completeness/that full measure!! 

I know that in this human existence it is often very hard for me to FEEL that fullness or completeness emotionally or even spiritually.  It is important for me that the phrase says that IN HIM I am joined to the Godhead’s fullness. I am in Christ; Christ is in whom the Godhead dwells fully. Here is where Luther calls upon us to see that faith is in the trustworthiness of Christ and his promises as opposed to what I can muster up in subjectively experiencing spiritually. Though I may not be experiencing it spiritually, nevertheless I am fully in Christ in whom all the fullness of God dwells bodily.

In a few verses we will begin to hear that the Colossians are being challenged about doing things and observing things spiritually that will truly help them ‘experience’ just how spiritual they truly are. This is about all that WE do to be ‘spiritual.’

Here, before all this gets started, Paul is saying to the Colossians, “In baptism, you have already come to the spiritual fullness of Christ, in whom the whole fullness of God dwells bodily!!” This is what God in Christ does to assure us that we are in Christ fully! When in those mountaintop experiences we feel ‘in Christ’, so much the better. But even though we may feel God is most distant, the fullness of God dwells in Christ and in our baptism we were brought to fullness in Christ, not by OUR action, but by God’s action FOR US!

SOOOOOO,

“you have come to fullness in him, who is the head over every ruler and authority!”

Why mess around with the minor spirits and not seek to know more about the one who is the head over every ruler and authority? Why go for the small potatoes, when you can know personally the big cheese!!

In a few verses [2:19] Paul will wonder why people would rather get worked up over visions, human ways of thinking, without first of all ‘holding fast to’/’clinging to’ the one who is the very head of it all, Christ Jesus!!

Well, that should help me get my priorities right for my day!! In the midst of all that I am about, I shall live in the confidence that I am in Christ who is the very one in whom all the fullness of the Godhead dwells bodily!! In the decisions that I make, I will seek to be guided by that death and resurrection or as Luther will say in the Small Catechism, “he has rescued me from the powers of sin, evil, and death, …in order that I may be his and live and serve under him!” In Christ, who is the head over all rulers and authorities, I may find a greater service, a higher calling, a more fulfilling purpose for my living and loving this day.
