WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesdays.

    

TEXT FOR TODAY: COLOSSIANS 2:13-15

Colossians 2: [13] And you, who were dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, [14] having canceled the bond which stood against us with its legal demands; this he set aside, nailing it to the cross. [15] He disarmed the principalities and powers and made a public example of them, triumphing over them in him. 

PRAYE FOR TODAY: Lord God, thank you for the gift of this new day. May I see in your sun's light all the blessings of your creation; may I see in your Son's light all my need for forgiveness and all your desire to bring the fullness of life and the promises of joy, peace, and hope to me. Send me as your ambassador in the joy of the life that comes alone from you! Hear my prayers this day for ______________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J ;)

I had mentioned a couple of weeks ago that the Greek sentence in this section begins in verse 8 and seems to conclude at the end of verse 15!!!!

In verse 8 the sentence had two main parts: 1) DON'T become captive under the power of a) philosophies, b) human traditions, c) the elemental spirits or powers within this worldly creation. 2) RATHER!! REMAIN under the power of Christ!  

WHY?

That is what verses 9-15 seek to spell out!!

Verses 9-10 say right away that the 'fullness/overflowingness' of life is in Christ who is HEAD over ANY ruler or authority or power. In any creaturely philosophy, tradition, or elemental spirit, the CREATOR trumps them all since Christ is the HEAD over them all! Why settle for submitting to the knight when the emperor claims you as his own? Why play Dungeon and Dragons when your very life was given to you for the very promises and movement of the kingdom of God?!!!

Verses 11-12 then speak to the very death, burial, and resurrection of our Lord Christ and OUR being joined to that very death, burial, and resurrection, that death and life, in OUR baptism! In these verses the 'circumcision' is the 'death upon the cross really suffered by Christ!' There IS a 'putting off of the fleshly body' upon the cross through death. THEREFORE in THESE verses we, too, in our baptism were 'circumcised in his death', 'buried with him', and 'raised with him.'

This is more than 'liking' a nice philosophy, this is being joined [passive tense, we are the objects not the subjects] to the very life of Christ.

NOW in verses 13-15 Paul closes out this long sentence in a great crescendo expressing why he believes it is far better to 'abound in thanksgiving as you were taught' [Col. 2:7] in Christ Jesus!!

"And when you were dead in your trespasses and in the uncircumcision of your flesh"

Here Paul speaks to the nadir of our condition, here is the bad news! And here, too, we have two points about that condition. 1) Our trespasses lead to death. Athanasius speaks to trespasses as returning to nothingness from which we were created. Ash Wednesday speaks to returning to the dust from which we originally came [the first Adam in Gen. 2]. The point is that it leads to nothingness, being lost in time, memory, significance. "Time like an ever-rolling stream, soon bears us all away. We fly forgotten as a dream, flies at the opening day."
But we know this now in our relationships and our daily decisions how the trespasses and infidelities and selfish moves ultimately move not to life but to the very emptiness and loneliness we sought to escape by our own cleverness.

2) And there is the 'uncircumcision of your flesh'. In its following the verse about circumcision, I see it as a reference to our doing anything but dying to Christ. It is NOT wanting to truly say, "It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me, and the life I now live in the flesh, I live for the son of God who loved me and gave himself for me." It is not wanting to say, "Not to us, not to us, O Lord, but to YOUR Name give the glory." I don't want to die to myself, I want to make a name for myself; I want to have one heck of a life! And in that effort to find 'glory' for myself, in that effort to grab for all the gusto, I may be suckered into the elemental spirits that promise our hopes' desires.

So down in the pit of our condition-death/nothingness in our trespasses and an unwillingness to die to Christ comes the second half of the verse:

"you were made alive with Christ!"  And the verb here is wonderful! It is:
[greek verb] Syn- zoo- poieo synzopoieo.
With life made    "you were made alive with"

So when YOU were dead, YOU WERE MADE ALIVE WITH HIM IN BAPTISM! When you refused to die, you didn't know it but you were already dead in that sinful reality.

"You were made alive with Christ, when he forgave [and the Greek verb xarizo for 'to forgive' has in the heart of its letters, the Greek word for 'grace' which is 'xaris'] you those very trespasses an the very drive to remain uncircumcised.

This is not a debate contest to win you over, this is a rescue operation to deliver you from yourself! Paul is not seeking to convince, he is announcing what has been done by God for the world, and what God has done in their baptism for them personally.

Baptism is where the actions of God for the world become spoken and enacted just for you! There the Word of God is spoken for you; there the life, death, and resurrection of Christ is announced to you; there the power of the Spirit inspires you with a new life. Here dust is announced to be treasured child in the promises of eternal life; here the one who wants to live for themselves is killed and a child of God in Christ is raised with Christ.

And 'the legal record that stands against us', that can be the LAW that convicts and kills us [in our Lutheran understanding] or the dogma or regulations that the Colossians were dealing with, has been set aside for Christ has nailed it to the cross.

The cross tells the truth about our sinful lives and what they do to the loving intent of God for this world-it nails Christ Jesus to a cross. The cross tells the truth about us-that we are going to die as well, if even Christ does not avoid death! The cross graphically reveals how far God will go to make us one with God, to rescue us and to reveal to us our condition of need for rescue!

"He stripped/disarmed the rulers and authorities, the powers of this world, the elemental spirits of the universe, the philosophies, the traditions of humans, making a public display of what they are up to, triumphing over them through the cross and its revelation of what they ultimately lead to."

The idea in this verse is of the triumphant returning general who has the long parade of conquered opponents walking in front of the general's chariot shamed for their conspiracy to bring him down or in this case, to nail him to a cross.

So in verse 8 you seem to have a choice between the philosophies, traditions, elemental spirits, rules and authorities of this world and Christ. But the following 7 verses seek to spell out the good news of the Christ who rescues, joins us to his triumphant life, even while bringing us through our own death, to give to us the fullness of life that he alone brings!!

WOW! That's bad news for our dust and awfully good news for us, too!
