WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: COLOSSIANS 1:5B-6A

Colossians:[5b]Of this you have heard before in the word of the truth, the gospel [6a] which has come to you, as indeed in the whole world it is bearing fruit and growing --

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, I give thanks to you this day for the many, many blessings that you shower upon us. I especially this day give thanks that you do not wait for me to come to you, but you constantly seek to come to me, to hunt me down with your mercy and goodness all my life. I am grateful for all those who have been your ambassadors for my life, those who have shared the word of truth, the gospel, with me through their teaching, their preaching, 
their faith-filled sharing, their bringing me to baptism and Holy communion, their forgiving me in the name of Christ, and those who lived their faith with integrity and joy! Send me as your ambassador for others to hear of your good news through me. Enable me to have a word to speak to my child, my family, my colleague, my friend, and my neighbor. As your love for me has brought me hope and 
faith through your Word, so may my words bring the gospel to others and my deeds of love generate questions about my service from those whom I seek to serve. Hear my prayer this day especially for _________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

"You have/that which you heard this previously in the word of truth, the gospel, that has come to/into you."

This hope, which dawns this faith in the Lord Jesus, which spawns this love 
for all the saints has been previously heard. It reminds me of Romans 10:"But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him?"

The hope, faith, and love comes from outside of us; they are something given to us, something that comes outside of us.

They come from hearing the word of truth, the gospel, the good news of Jesus Christ that not only reveals the love of God for us in word but also in deed, healing, miracles, death, resurrection, and ascension.

In his Smalkald Articles, Martin Luther spoke of 5 ways that the gospel is proclaimed to us:
1 Preaching
2 Absolution-our confession and the pronouncement of the forgiveness of our sin
3 baptism-God's Word of forgiveness and promise connected with water
4 Holy Communion-God's Word of forgiveness and promise connected with bread and wine
5 the mutual conversation and consolation of the faithful-the sharing of the faithfulness and trustworthiness of God in our life and for our lives.

But I also like the phrase-"that has come into you". There is an 
intentionality-'that has come into you' (and the 'you' is plural here!). God is coming through this Word, this good news. God is bringing faith in the hope of God=Jesus Christ. That hope is coming into us. The Greek preposition here is 'eis' that often means 'into' rather than just 'to'.
It particularly reminds me of the way that Martin Luther spoke to the 'alien righteousness' of Christ. That is, the new life of Christ wasn't something I just thought of myself, but the new life in Christ is a life that comes outside of me, beyond me, alien to me. It comes announced to me and enters into me. Remember the explanation to the third article of the Apostle's Creed in the Small Catechism?

"I believe that I cannot by my own effort or reason believe in Jesus Christ or come to him, but the Holy Spirit has called me through the gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, and sanctified and kept me in the one truth faith."

I cannot come to him; he comes to me through the gospel, the word of truth, by the power of the Holy Spirit.

How important it is for us to seek to share the word of truth, the gospel 
with another, for God may be using us as his ambassador to bring the word of hope, the faith to another. I give thanks for all those in my life who have also intentionally brought the gospel to me so that I might continually hear the good news of the hope and faithfulness of Jesus Christ for me. Many of you reading this Bible study know that you have been such bearers of the good news for me, and I am most grateful to you!



                   
