WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: COLOSSIANS 1:6B-7
Colossians: 1: [6b] -- so among yourselves, from the day you heard and understood the grace of God in truth, 
[7] as you learned it from Ep'aphras our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on our behalf 

PRAYER FOR TODAY: I begin this day, O Lord, in the beauty of your creation, in the belief that I know the one in whom I place my trust, in the life of the Holy Spirit that helps me to truly comprehend the grace of your manger, cross, and empty tomb. By the gift of your Spirit send the roots of my faith deeper and the fruit of faith outward; send me as your ambassador this day. Hear my 
prayers this day for ______________-. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

"Just as it has been growing and bearing fruit in all the world, so it has 
been bearing fruit among you from the first day you heard it and truly 
comprehended the grace of God!"

This is a wonderful verse for us!!!!!

Paul is sharing that the gospel is growing and bearing fruit in all the 
world! Remembering the many allusions that Jesus made to the kingdom of God as a grain of mustard seed that explodes with growth, the sower who went out to sow and some resulted in a hundred fold yield, and laments the fig tree that produces no fruit, there is an expectation that the reception of the seed of the gospel into the soil of one's life results in growth with roots going deeper and 
stalk going higher with production of fruit! In Galatians, Paul will speak to 
the 'fruit' of the Spirit!!

When I visited Wartburg Seminary I sat at dinner across from pastors around the globe. Each one told me of their large parishes and synods and the growth that is happening in their home church: I listened to pastors from  Namibia, northern Ethiopia, Kenya, Papua New Guinea, and India. Our ELCA global mission funds had brought them along with pastors from Tanzania, Hong Kong, and Palestine for two reasons: 1-To provide two years of study for a Masters in Theology, 
Development, and Evangelism for these pastors, and 2-to help the ELCA Global Mission understand how best to be in partnership with over 120 relationships with Lutheran churches around the world! In the time of the ELCA we have brought more than 700 such church leaders from around the world to provide graduate degree education for them and to learn from these church leaders where the church is growing deeper and larger than here in the ELCA.

Here in our culture, sometimes when the church defends it's lack of growth, it speaks to its depth of roots in the tradition. When the church is growing or exploding, it is often attacked as having no depth by others in the church.

I believe there should be an expectation that the church should be about 
going deeper in the faith, being rooted ever more strongly in the Word and love of God, but here in this verse it also seems that the result is growth that even produces fruit!!

There is a movement-'just as it is growing (like a small shoot) and then 
bearing fruit (like a more mature, larger plant) in all the world, so it has been bearing fruit among you!" The maple tree I planted 12 years ago as a tiny, thin sapling, now towers over a third of my front yard, over 40 feet high!!! There has been a movement in its growth!!!!

In our current synodical vision, "We Are Ambassadors for Christ," two of our 2020 goals are: "To grow in weekly attendance by 20%" and "To grow by 200% the number of adults involved in adult Christian Education." It would seem that the first goal has to do with growing larger while the second has to do with growing deeper in the faith. Yet the reverse is true as well, for Word and 
Sacrament of worship lead to deeper faith, and learning the faith is what will probably enable one to have greater confidence in sharing the faith with others and with excitement saying, "Won't you come with me to worship!" It is growing deeper in faith and growing larger in invitation to a growing community of the family of God, especially for those who have no family other than the body of Christ.

After one Sunday School lesson from Jesus, the Samaritan woman goes to her WHOLE town and says, "Come and see!" After following Elijah around for a while, Elisha then asks for a double portion!

And notice how the verse ends, "having comprehended the grace of God." Here lies the source of the growth that draws the faith deeper and the expression of love, service, and invitation outward! Comprehending the sacrificial love, the rescuing passion, the eternal bond, the trustworthy promise, and the embracing ardent reception of the prodigal, the joyful bearing up of the lost lamb upon the shoulders, the clutching tightly the lost coin, one who was lost and 
now found, causes quite a stirring of roots going deeper and feet running with news to tell and people to serve in the Name of this gracious God! 

May the grace of God be made known to us in the reading and hearing of the scriptures, in the breaking of bread, in the forgiveness of sin, in the remembering of our baptism, in the sharing of faith with one another about our rescuing, surprising, mysterious, trustworthy Lord! May each of us take time for reading, praying, and sharing the faith with one another. May each of us grow ever deeper and ever outward in our witness and service as ambassadors in our Lord's Name.


