WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

    
TEXT FOR TODAY: COLOSSIANS 1:12
Colossians 1: [12] giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. 

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, hear my prayer for those you love so dearly. Grant to them knowledge of your death and resurrection. Grant to them the power of your love to strengthen their faith and the knowledge of your gospel to be your ambassadors. Give to them your assured spiritual wisdom and understanding and grant that they might indeed in your name and for your glory bear fruit among and for their children, your children. By the gift of your Holy Spirit grant unto us all faith and hope. Send us as your ambassador this day and renew us in joy for service in your Name. Hear our prayers this day for ______________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

"with joy, giving thanks to the Father"

The last participle of how to walk worthy of the Lord culminates in giving thanks to the Father with joy!

Now you can't see it in English, 'with joy, giving thanks to the Father.'  In the Greek however, there is a neat use of words here, "meta chara, eucharistounteis'

'Joy' and 'thanksgiving' come from the same root family of words in the Greek that also include 'grace' 'charis' and 'forgive'  and 'give' 'charizomai' and 'gift' 'charisma.'

One discovers thanksgiving related to joy; one discovers joy related to thanksgiving!

In the Greek, there IS a joy in giving!!

In the coming week of thanksgiving, may we with joy remember the God and Father of us all who has blessed us in so many ways!!

But there is also a joy in what God the Father is doing through Jesus Christ!!

Three more times in this letter, Paul will speak to 'abounding in thanksgiving', 'being thankful', 'and with gratitude in your hearts.'

So notice the wording in the verse: 'with joy, giving thanks to the Father WHO HAS ENABLED US to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light!"

Literally, 'who has made us worthy/has made us fit/has made us capable of sharing in the inheritance.'

Three verses before the prayer was that the listeners to the letter might 'walk worthy'. Now in this verse we hear that the Father has 'made us worthy'.

In verse 9, the word for 'worthy' was 'asksios' meaning 'in a manner worthy, suitable to.'

Now in this verse 12, the Greek is 'ikaneo,' 'to make worthy, to make capable,  to make fit.'

In verse 9 it was us seeking to be 'suitable' to be 'in a manner worthy.' Here by the love and power of the Father we are 'made worthy,' we are 'made capable/fit.'  

"Filled by the knowledge of God' leads us to 'bear fruit and grow in the knowledge.'

"Strengthened by the power of God' leads us to 'endure with patience and longsuffering.'

"made worthy of inheriting by the Father' causes us to 'with joy, give thanks.'

I love this prayer that so interweaves the life of God filling, strengthening, making us worthy even as we are compelled in relationship with God to walk faithfully, bearing fruit, growing, and giving thanks! This is what Paul and prays & asks God for his hearers to have for their lives. 

I desire renewal for us as a synod, for each of us. With joy I pray this prayer for you.

But we haven't nearly finished it even yet!!
 

