WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

    
TEXT FOR TODAY: COLOSSIANS 1:15a
Colossians 1: [15a ] He is the image of the invisible God,

PRAYER FOR TODAY: The Name of Jesus charms our fears
            And bids our sorrows cease,
            Sings music in the sinner's ears, 
            Brings life and health and peace.

            He breaks the power of canceled sin;
            He sets the prisoner free.
            His blood can make the foulest clean;
            His blood avails for me! 
[Charles Wesley, "O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing"]

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

"He is the image of the invisible God."

I like better, 'he is the image of the God we cannot see/the not seen God'. I believe the emphasis here is on the contrast between the Jesus we CAN see who is the image of the God we CANNOT see!

I am reminded of John 1:18: "No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who has made him known."

And again in II Cor. 4:3-4: "And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled 
to those who are perishing. In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God."

What I like even better would be this translation: "He is the icon of the God we cannot see." Now that is possible because the Greek word here for image is 'eikon'. It IS the word from which we get the word 'icon'.

Jesus Christ is the very icon of the God we cannot see!!

Now though St. Paul had no intention of it, still, for me, a great way of 
understanding Jesus IS as a computer icon!!  You focus your mouse on Jesus, the icon, and SUDDENLY a whole new world of discovery and knowledge and possibilities open up!

A second ago it was one Palestinian peasant from the first century; now it has become the icon through which one gains tremendous insight of the heart of the God we cannot see.

By the icon of Jesus we see the heart of God that empties himself in order to take our form, to be born in a manger, to become flesh and live among us, to heal the sick, to welcome and eat with outcasts, to touch the untouchables, to bring good news to the poor, to take children upon his knees and bless them, to teach about forgiveness and the Father's desire to hunt until He finds the lost lamb, the lost coin, welcoming home the prodigal. As Luther will describe Jesus-"This is the love of the cross which turns its direction not toward the good [person] to enjoy its company, but which turns itself in order to convey the good upon the bad and needy." The whole life of Jesus is conferring the 
goodness of his heavenly Father's heart upon the bad and needy…..and THIS is what gets him crucified! Yet the cross reveals the heart of the God we cannot see! And the resurrection and ascension affirms the life revealed by restoring it to life, having THAT life, THAT image of God overcome death and continue to BE THE IMAGE for eternity!

A wonderful Lutheran theologian and writer died this year, Dr. Gerhard Forde. I love his book, Where God Meets Man, published in 1972. I wholeheartedly recommend it for your reading….you will thank me for this!! Now in the context of this phrase from Colossians for today, I have chosen these words from Forde's 
book as he speaks to the God who comes down to us. 

"What this adds up to is that a God who comes down to earth requires us to 
think differently than does a God who remains in splendid isolation up in heaven. That is why Luther saw that one must make a distinction between God 'hidden' and God 'revealed.' Generally speaking, apart from his concrete action in Christ, God in Luther's view, is 'hidden.' In that way Luther sought to give theological expression to the fact that general concepts and ideas such as almightiness, immutability, and even predestination do not in the first instance reveal God to us so much as they hide him from us. They do not at first comfort or console us so much as they frighten us or even repel us. They set us to wondering and perhaps fearing what such a God might have in store for us.
    But the point in saying that God is hidden is to lead us to recognize 
that this is exactly the way God intends it to be. He does not want to be known as he is 'in heaven,' in his mere 'almightiness' or even merely as 'the God of predestination.' He wants to be known as the God in the manger or at his mother's breasts, the God who suffered and died and rose again. His almightiness, his unchangeability, the threat of predestination-all these things are 'masks' which God wears, so to speak, to drive us to look elsewhere, to look away from 
heaven and down to earth, to the manger and the cross, to preaching and the sacraments. For the point is that God simply does not want to be known and will not be known on any other level. He hides himself behind a mask which is intended to drive man away in fear to a place where he, as revealed God, wants to be know." [pp.27-28]

"He is the very icon of the God we cannot see!!" And God DESIRES, INTENDS, SENDS the Son to be the revelation!

Jesus is the pregnant icon filled with revelation, meaning, insight, as 
Colossians will say, 'Christ Jesus, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge!"

But Jesus is more than a message, more than a marketing strategy. Jesus is the one "in whom all the fullness of God is pleased to dwell!!" [Colossians 1:19]

Now just like in Philippians 2, we have a hymn that sings to the glory of 
Jesus the Son.

When I read the Methodist book of Discipline, I noticed that the hymns of the 
Wesley brothers are seen as faithful witnesses of the gospel. The hymns are proclamations of the rescuing movement of God. Paul may be using the words of a basic, well-known hymn to make his pastoral point.

Now some scholars see this hymn as a Gnostic hymn about God's Wisdom, or a Jewish rabbinic hymn about God's Wisdom, or a Greek hymn about Wisdom that Paul has reworked for his use. (You might look at Proverbs 8:22-36)

I don't know, but I DO know that later in this letter [3:16] Paul will write, "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God."

So the use of a hymn's powerful words could become a tool for Paul, if he himself is not the author of the following five verses. Scholars point to the change from first and second personal pronouns to third person pronouns as a clue that this is something inserted.

But IN Jesus, we have the icon of the God we cannot see. What a wonderful icon Jesus is!!
