WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE GOSPEL OF COLOSSIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: COLOSSIANS 1:15b-16

Colossians 1: [15b] the first-born of all creation; 

[16] for in him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or authorities -- all things were created through him and for him. 

PRAYER FOR TODAY: "Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set 
us free to be people of God! Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God 
and the Lamb forever! Amen! For you alone are the holy one, you alone are the 
Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the 
glory of God the Father! Amen!" Send me as your ambassador this day to seek to 
give glory not to my name, but to your Name for the sake of your steadfast 
love and faithfulness for your whole creation! Hear my prayer this day for 
______________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read onJ)

'he is the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things in heaven and on 
earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions 
or rulers or powers-all things have been created through him and for him."

Now the more reading I do and the more scholars I read, the more varied are 
the opinions of the philosophies/religions/practices that Paul is writing 
against in the letter to the Colossians. Most say it involves the worship of angels 
(though it can be the worshipping of angels as 'minor' divine beings OR 
having the worship of God that is 'of the angels' and worshipping WITH them, God.), 
it involves ascetic practices in order to prepare them or make them worthy, 
it may have to do with pagan religions or Jewish religion or a blending of 
several Greek and Jewish religions.

But this is what really excites me about this wonderful hymn!! Instead of 
seeking to find some way to include all of the religious varieties by mixing in 
the worship of Jesus along with the worship of angels and ascetic practices, 
Paul instead lifts up this majestic hymn that is a glorious confession of faith 
about Jesus as the Son in whom the WHOLE FULNESS OF GOD IS PLEASED TO DWELL!!

I find this hymn powerful because I find myself in a time with a myriad of 
spiritualities, religious values, different religions, philosophies, mystic 
forces, and theologies abound. The temptation is to mix them together to the point 
that nothing really is clear anymore.

Not in this hymn!

'the firstborn of all creation!'

The word for 'firstborn' is 'prototokos'. In the gospel of Luke at the birth 
of Jesus, it speaks to Jesus being the firstborn of Mary. In the Old Testament 
and the Greek version of it, the Septuagint, the word is usually used with 
genealogies.

But here, it is used twice, here with creation as the firstborn and then with 
resurrection as the firstborn. In the first use, all creation will be seen to 
come in being 'through him and for him.' In the second use, all resurrected 
ones will also come into being through him. He is to have first place in 
everything, this creation and the new eternal creation as well!

Now it is felt by the several scholars I read and their review of Colossians' 
commentaries that 'angels' or 'elemental spirits of the universe' or 'rulers, 
authorities, dominions, principalities' were divine beings somewhere between 
Almighty God in highest heaven and those on earth. The temptation was to 
regard and see Jesus as somewhere on this divine ladder as well. The point of 
prototokos is to assert that Jesus is the fullness of Almighty God!! Jesus is not 
among the semi-gods, they came into being THROUGH HIM AND FOR HIM!

The hymn is a confession that places Jesus as the fullness of God in bodily 
form!

What the Gospel of John seeks to do with Jesus in its Prologue, John 1:1-18, 
this hymn in Colossians is doing as well! Through the Word "all things came 
into being and without the Word not one thing came into being that was coming 
into being!!" (John 1:3 my paraphrase for this discussion) In Colossians all 
things were created through him and for him!

Now what was created through him and for him? "All things created in the 
heavens and on earth!! All things created that we can see and we CANNOT see!! 
Every ruler, authority, dominion, power, principality, spiritual force, angel or 
archangel, you name it, ALL such mystic and magical and mysterious beings and 
forces were created through him and for him!

Everything came into being through him and all were created for him; all was 
created to be in relation to him and all powers were ultimately created to 
serve/worship/adore him as Lord.

This Colossians hymn should be the second stanza of the great hymn sung in 
Revelation 4. Do you remember that scene? All the creatures of heaven and earth 
in a HUGE gathering await the coming of the LION of Judah!!! But when the 
mighty ONE comes, it is not a LION but a lowly slaughtered Lamb! And all of 
creation, all creatures whether earthly or angelic or heavenly beings or powers, 
dominions, principalities, they ALL sing, "You are worthy, our Lord and God, to 
receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things and by your will 
they existed and were created." (Revelation 4:11)

So the Nicene Creed says of the Father, "maker of heaven and earth." But then 
it says about the one Lord Jesus Christ, "Through him all things were made!" 
And we say of the Holy Spirit, "the Lord, the giver of Life."

You cannot separate the speaker (Father) from the Word (Son) coming out of 
his mouth nor the force (Spirit) with which it comes forth that will effect 
(Spirit) what is spoken (Son) by the loving intent of the speaker (Father). This 
is my short paraphrase of how Athanasius sought to speak of the Trinity's unity 
of creative/rescuing purpose.

What is clear in this hymn is Paul's absolute desire to raise Jesus up, far 
above the angelic powers and the principalities that might be worshipped by 
many in Colossae in order to clarify the Lordship of Jesus who was worthy of 
great worship! Everything else falls under his Lordship.

And we are just getting started with this hymn!

The first verse makes me want to pause and consider, "Have I been created 
through him and for him? What then does this mean for my life?"
