WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

    
TEXT FOR TODAY: COLOSSIANS 1:7-8
Colossians 1: [7] as you learned it from Ep'aphras our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on our behalf 
[8] and has made known to us your love in the Spirit. 


PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, this morning I give thanks to you for those who have proclaimed to me your gospel, those who have taught me about the message of grace, those who have lived in response to your graceful promises. I thank you for _____________ who have been your ambassadors to me. Help me to give thanks once again for those to whom I have been sent in your Name, those to whom I am to be like Epaphras. May the words that I speak about them be of those 
that tell others about their love in the Spirit. May you fill them with your love even as you fill my mouth with your gospel among them.  Hear my prayers this day for __________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

"This you learned from Epaphras"

Our verses today provide us FIRST with an opportunity to think about who have been OUR teachers in the faith! Who taught you the faith? Mother? Father? Can you think of a special pastor? Can you think of one of your Sunday School teachers? What friends do you have right now who are teachers for you about the grace of God from the word of truth, the gospel?

Now I love that the New Revised Standard Version phrases it, "this you 
LEARNED from Epaphras." I remember that in the Hebrew language the verb for 'teach' 
actually comes from the Hebrew verb that means 'to learn.' 'To teach' is the 'hiphil' or 'causative' verb tense. Thus, "I cause someone to learn" is how the Hebrews translated, "I teach." The true teacher is not one who teaches; the one who causes another to LEARN is the one who truly is a teacher!

Who have been those in your life who caused you to learn about the grace of God? How and when did that happen?

Take a moment to give thanks to God for your teachers of the grace of God..

Now the Greek verb here is where the Greek word for 'disciple' derives. "This you discipled from Epaphras." Can you think of a teacher for whom you have been like a disciple, following and walking along side of or behind? I have a LONG list, and I bet many of you do too! Here, Paul lifts up Epaphras, who has been a proclaimer, one who has caused the Colossians to learn, one who has been a rich treasure of grace as an example for them.

May I be the same for my child, for my friends and colleagues, for others.

I would call Epaphras an ambassador for Christ!!
"our beloved fellow servant." 

Literally, "our beloved withservant". The word is 'syndoulos'. Epaphras is a colleague in grace, a co-proclaimer of grace, a co-servant of Christ. Wouldn't it be nice if we thought of one another in similar terms?!! Our congregations are composed of 'our beloved fellow servants!" Our ministerium is composed of 'our beloved fellow servants!" Hear the affirmation of respect, affection, connection!!

"He is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, and he has made known to us your love in the Spirit."

Here is a wonderful description of an ambassador for Christ!! One who is a faithful minister/servant of Christ  for you/ on your behalf. He has brought the grace to you, for you; he has made you the object of his service in the Name 
and Service of Christ! Those who have shared the gospel to me in word and lived it out in deed have been ministers of Christ for my behalf!

'and he has made known to us your love in the Spirit or the Spirit of your love."

What a wonderful minister!!! He doesn't make known to his colleagues how awful the Colossians are; how sinful they are; how apathetic they are; how challenging they are; how lethargic they are; how simple they are. He hasn't pointed out to others the faults of the Colossians, but Epaphras has made known to others about 'their love in the Spirit' or 'the Spirit of their love.'

In his book, Life Together, Dietrich Bonhoeffer writes, "A pastor should not complain about his congregation, certainly never to other people, but also not to God. A congregation has not been entrusted to him in order that he should become its accuser before God and men."

Epahras speaks well of the Collosians, he tells others of their love in the 
Spirit.

It is a wonderful insight for my ministry as bishop: to be a servant of 
Christ on behalf of those to whom I am called to serve, sent to serve; to speak well of them before others, to lift up their love in the Spirit.

WOW!!!!! Verses 3-8 are ONE Greek sentence!!!!  So much within that one sentence! Read it all as one purposed thought! It is a long sentence expressing why with joy they lift the Colossians up in prayer. In the next sentence Paul will express what they pray for when they lift the Colossians up in prayer!!!
