WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: COLOSSIANS 1:17
COLOSSIANS 1: 17 He is before all things and in him all things hold together.

PRAYER FOR THE DAY: "Come Lord, our Savior, Jesus Christ!
                Our hearts are open wide in trust!
                Oh, show us now your lovely grace,
                Upon our sorrows shine your face!
                And let your Holy Spirit guide
                Our Journey in your grace so wide,
                We praise your holy Name,
                From age to age to same!!
Send me as your ambassador this day!! Hear my prayers especially for 
____________________. Amen. (4th stanza, "Fling Wide the Door" LBW 32)

(For those who have the time and desire to read on)

"He himself is before all things and in him all things hold together."

Jesus Christ, God the Son, is before all things. II Timothy 1:9, "This grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began." or John 1:1 "In the beginning was the Word." Therefore, one thought put forth here is that the Son is the beginning, the source of all things. The proper place to begin any discussion is with Jesus Christ. I remember from the account of the two on the road to Emmaus in Luke 24, Jesus asking about 'the things that have happened' in Jerusalem and the implied idea I get from the gospel writer of Luke is really, 'if Jesus Christ is risen from the dead and is the Lord of Life, then what possible thing on this earth DOESN'T have to do ultimately with Jesus Christ in terms of its lasting relevance or value or purpose or meaning?"

Yet there is also the idea that Jesus Christ RANKS before all things, his 
position ranks him before all things. In ranking things of importance, of value, of appropriateness, of concern, of essentialness, Jesus Christ ranks first.

'And in him all things hold together.' 

Now the Son to the world is like the Sun to the solar system, in the gravity of the sun all the solar system, its planets, moons, comets, asteroids, etc. hold together. (all the astronomers out there, please forgive me!) In the 'gravity' of the powerful love of Christ all things are held together.

Another translation could be, 'and in him all things cohere' The beloved Son is like the center piece of the mobile from which ALL the pieces of the mobile are ultimately attached. While different pieces can be bobbled and tossed about by objects hitting one piece or another, yet the center continues to keep all connected and somehow attached and in proper arrangement with all in the mobile.

Another translation could be, 'and in him all things are in their proper 
position/place.' In Christ all things find their proper meaning, all things find their proper place in relation with him.

Another translation could be, 'and in him all things continue,' 'in him all things exist.' The life source is the continuing source of animation and vitality.

For me, I like to let all of these ideas, all of these nuances attempt to 
describe the fullness, the breadth of this single verse about the Son!!

I stop and think about the Mauneys, College Lutheran, the Virginia Synod, the ELCA, the Lutheran World Federation, the Virginia Council of Churches, the World Council of Churches. For ALL of them, HE is before them all, ranks before them all, is the life source of them all, is the raison de tre of them all. In Him, they all are held together, they cohere, they find their proper relation and meaning, they continue and exist. It is true of the Church and it is true of my life.

This verse seems to proclaim:
"Since Jesus Christ is the crucified and risen Lord of Life and Son of the Trinity, what single thing does not find its beginning and end, its ultimate purpose and meaning, its relation of every other thing, its lasting existence and value finally in the hands of Christ?"

Now in his treatise, "On the Incarnation", Bishop Athanasius in the fourth century speaks to the Word as creating all things from nothingness and without the Word all things ultimately returning to nothingness. In the life source of the Word, they find eternal life, their incorruptibility, their lasting immortality.

Wow! That's a lot from one verse's confession of faith!!!! May others [like my child, my colleague, my friend, my neighbor] say the same about me as an Ambassador for Christ this day!

