WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: COLOSSIANS 1:18
Colossians: 1: [18] He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the first-born from the dead, that in everything he might be pre-eminent. 

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, you are the head of the whole Church and you are the beginning!! How I give thanks for your promise at my baptism as the water was poured over my head, the promise of my life having a new beginning…….in you. May my life know that it is your life that fills it; may my child know that it is your life that fills my life.  As you are ambassador of the Father's love, so may I be the ambassador of your love to my colleague, my friend, my 
neighbor. In this time of Advent, mighty Lord, come and make all things new and just and ever lasting…..in you. Hear my prayer this day for __________________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

"He is the head of the body, the church."

This metaphor is rather unique of Colossians and Ephesians.

In Romans 12:4 "For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ."

In I Cor. 12:12-27, "For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body….Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.

But in Colossians and Ephesians, Christ is referred to as the 'head' of the body.In Colossians we read in 1:18, "He is the head of the body, the church."

In Col. 2:10, "For in him all the fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you 
have come to fullness in him, who is the head of every ruler and authority."

In Col. 18ff, "Do not let anyone disqualify you, insisting on 
self-abasement….and not holding fast to the head, from whom the whole body, nourished and held together by its ligaments and sinews, grows with a growth that is from God."

Eph. 4:15, "But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body's growth in building itself up in love."

Eph. 1:22, "And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all."

Let me quote from Andrew Lincoln, "It is easy, but probably mistaken, to see head and body as two parts of one anatomical image in which the head contains the brain that directs the body's nervous system. The two terms, 'head' and 'body' had previously been employed separately by Paul, 'head' for authoritative origin and 'body' for the organic interdependence of believers in the church. They now come together for the first time in the Pauline corpus, and it is probably Hellenistic views about the cosmos that have provided the catalyst for the combination. …the body was used as an image for the cosmos….In an Orphic 
fragment, Zeus is seen as head of the cosmos, pervading it with his rule as it lies in his mighty body. Philo used 'head' for the Logos as the ruling 
principle of the cosmos as the body…. so this background of cosmic speculation and Paul's use of 'body' for the church made it natural for the two separate images to be brought together for Christ's relation to believers. The term 'head' denotes Christ's rule or authority over the church as his body. The LXX (Septuagint) often employs this term to translate the Hebrew [for the word, 'head'] in 
the sense of 'ruler' or 'leader' and in the use of the term connotations of 
authority were often connected with those of origin or beginning, since the origin was held to be determinative for what followed from it. Paul had used 'head' in this sense in I Cor. 11:3 ["But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of every man, and the husband is the head of his wife, and God is the head of Christ."], and it will be used with this force again by the writer of Colossian in 2:10."

Just as Jesus, the Son, was the head over all of creation, all of the cosmos, in verse 16, and all things were created through and for him, so it is also with the church! As with the whole cosmos in verse 17, that he is before them all and holds it all together, so also with the church!

So then, with the church that now has its life in the crucified and risen 
Lord:

"he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead."

Once again, the Greek word, 'prototokos' is used just as in verse 16 with the cosmos.  All things in the cosmos and all things in the new creation from the resurrection have come into being through him and for him! He is the beginning; he is the first one to be raised from the dead! With the Father, He is the creator of the first creation and in the power of the Spirit sustains it; with the Father, he is the beginner of the new creation in resurrection and in the power of the Spirit sustains it!

"in order that he might become in all/everything first place/above all 
things." 

Whether the former creation or the new creation raised from the dead, Christ is the 'prototokos', the source, the beginning, the sustainer, the head, the first in order, place, rank, and rule.

I am really excited and enriched that we are moving so slowly through this hymn as we move through the season of Advent!! As we look to the child in the manger, we will be able to see through this hymn why the angels announce with such joy, "To you is born this day in the city of David, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord!!!!!" The one in the manger is far more than a child with an exceptional personality, but is God among us!!! Yet, wonder of it all, here is the 'prototokos' of the cosmos and 'prototokos' of the resurrected life who is at 
risk of dying of exposure, lying in the hay in the manger, seeking to nurse for the first time at the breast of a young, peasant Palestinian.

"O Little Town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by;
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light.
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight!"

"How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given,
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven."
No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive him, STILL
the dear Christ enters in."

From Colossians' hymn to Christmas carol, the Word made flesh, the Christ of heaven, is an announcement of amazing good news, hope, joy, and peace!!

Bishop Athanasius from the 4th century in his treatisem, "On the 
Incarnation,"calls the Christ, the ambassador of the Father!! 

And you wonder why I so love the image that we are ambassadors of Christ!!???

