WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!  Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: COLOSSIANS 1:21-23
COLOSSIANS 1:[21]And you, who once were estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, [22] he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and irreproachable before him, [23] provided that you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which has been preached to every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister. 

PRAYER FOR TODAY: "Stir up your power, O Lord, and come! Take away the hindrance of my sin and make me ready for the celebration of your birth once again, that I may receive you in joy and serve you always!" Send me as your ambassador this day, ready to share the Word of your hope that gives a foundation securely established for our lives!! Hear my prayers this day, especially for _____________. Amen. (prayer based on LBW prayer of the day for the 4th Sunday of Advent)

(For those who have the time and desire to read onJ)

"And you who were once estranged, hostile in mind, doing evil deeds"

Now there's an encouraging phrase!! Let's add some more of the possible 
meanings:

"And you who were once a stranger, who once had no connection with at all, 
you who were once as enemies, hateful in your intention, purpose, thoughts, 
attitudes, you who were once doing evil and sinful works, actions!!!"

So Ephesians 2:1 takes a look at what Colossians says in this verse and just 
sums it up nicely: "And when you were DEAD in your trespasses and sins!!"

Since you were (as Luther says in the Lord's Prayer explanation) 'opposed to 
the hallowing of God's' Name and the coming of His kingdom' YOU WERE ON THE WRONG SIDE!!!!!!!!! And the powers of sin, death, and evil kill all of their prisoners!!

See, this is part of the great tragic flaw of sin! We end up saying that 
God's wrath kills us for our sin. Athanasius says that sin and evil just return us back to nothingness! SIN kills us! Evil kills us! Death kills us!  God 
rescues us! (Personally, I believe one purpose of the wrath of God is the long, slow plow of God in THIS world that overturns the unjust nation's neglect of their poor and weakest and turns them under as God raises up a new nation in its place.)

When I messed up as a child, my fear utterly convinced me that my dad was 
going to absolutely kill me!! In that instance of wrong doing, there was no way on this wide earth that I could in any way comprehend the incredible depth of love that my father had for his child!! Dad wasn't out to destroy me, dad was out to bring life for me now and life for the future. 

Now the only problem about this verse for MY life is that it begins with "and when you were once". For me, it would have to be translated, 'and NOW that you ARE'.

I confess to you that there are everyday ongoing thoughts and selfish desires 
that are STILL 'estranged, hostile in mind, and evil in deed!!" 

"he has now reconciled in his fleshly body through death"

The Greek verb some lexicons say should be translated, 'he has now reconciled COMPLETELY!' How important this verse is when it says 'in his fleshly body!' or 'in the body of his flesh'. This is a real death! God DOES become human, entering fully into our bodily existence and DEATH! Jesus doesn't escape from death; Jesus dies! The Spirit of God raises the one who has died to everlasting life because the Father affirms that this One who was God in the flesh, who was obedient even unto death, who portrayed the divine love in welcoming and loving the unloveable one is the revelation of the never ending love of God. Though the cross visibly reveals what WE do to the love of God [nail it to a cross!], the cross also reveals what God does to sin, evil, and death [endures them on a cross and overcomes them leaving behind an empty tomb!]

"to present you holy/saintly and blameless/faultless and beyond reproach 
before him"

And he endured it all, suffered it all, not for himself but for YOU!! He died 
so that YOU might be regarded as holy, as bearing no fault! Ephesians 2:4 
will say, "But now! God who is RICH in mercy, OUT OF THE GREAT LOVE WITH WHICH HE LOVED US even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ, by grace you have been saved!!”

"provided that you continue securely established and steadfast in the faith, without shifting from the hope promised by the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven."

"If indeed, you remain, you continue, you persist in the established, in the 
foundational faith, in the firm, steadfast faith, and are not shifted from, 
are not dislodged, are not moved from the HOPE of the GOSPEL you heard 
proclaimed to you that has been proclaimed to EVERY creature/creation under heaven!!"

One is reconciled to the fleshly body of Jesus' death through the 
foundational faith in the hope of the gospel proclaimed! Without that gift of faith, one is no longer upheld by the foundation of hope!

The temptation is to begin to think that the 'continuing' or 'persisting' is 
my work, my cooperation in the process, but we need to remember that this 
phrase is still built upon the previous verse that declared that the Father has 
'rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son!!' We remain in the foundational faith of the proclaimed gospel upon us, the hope given to us! It is the proclamation of the crucified Jesus who died in the flesh, it is faith in THAT Jesus that reconciles with the hope proclaimed about the rescuing Father!!

"I, Paul, became a servant of this gospel."

Now Paul became a servant of this gospel because he got knocked off his 
……..donkey on the road to Damascus!!! Paul became a servant of this gospel because he is thrilled to serve this rescuing Lord, who has brought such a joy that "I consider everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord!" [Phil. 3:8].

The Christian is always this double life of being brought into life and 
persisting in the life! Marriage has been a result of my falling in love and my 
commitment to persisting in love. The first has sustained the second; the second has kept the vitality of the first. Friendship is this effortless bond of 
strong connection, but friendship is the hard work of staying connected!

Faith is the eureka of life and the persistence of a life-long walk because 
"You have the words of eternal life!" It is the 'surpassing value of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord' and 'I press on to make it my own because Christ Jesus has made me his own!'


    

