WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!  Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY:  COLOSSIANS 1:24
Colossians 1: [24] Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I complete what is lacking in Christ's afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church, 

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, you were born in a lowly manger and suffered and died at the hands of those who hung you on a cross for your welcome of the bad and needy ones! How you suffered even as you conferred goodness upon ALL of us who miss the mark, whose sin causes us and me to be very bad and very needy! Grant to me pardon and grace to live as your disciple and to live in the joy of being your ambassador. Hear my prayer this day for __________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)
The four scholars that I read speak to a variety of approaches to understanding this verse. Some say it has to do with a disciple of Paul wanting to lift up a reminder to the listeners of the sacrificial service of Paul. Some say it is a verse that is establishing a base upon which to speak about the service of proclaiming the ‘mystery’ of Christ, the ‘hope of glory.’ And then there are elaborate arguments that I will not go into here.

What strikes me about this verse is that it follows this powerful hymn of the cosmic Christ, the firstborn of creation and resurrection! This verse follows a strong direct statement about OUR alienation from Christ and His rescuing action that calls upon us a response to live now upon the hope of His life. And the first verse after such good news is a verse about suffering!

No!!!!!! Following this verse we ought to be talking about success, about winning the lottery, about winning the super bowl!!!! We’re number one! We’re number one!! We are the winning side!!!!

What do you do when your Lord, your icon, your power base and source wins over the world through sacrificial, vulnerable, love and acceptance of the bad and needy ones? What do you do when the mighty One of the universe turns out to be the one hanging from the cross?

In Revelation, the ones having come through the ‘tribulation’ sing at the top of their lungs, “Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain…..power and riches and wisdom and strength, and blessing and honor and glory are His!”

In Philippians, remember, Paul writes, “For He graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well.”

So the first verse that follows the hymn and rescue and gratitude is “I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am completing what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, the church.”

I am reminded of several writings of Luther at this point!

I recall that Luther wrote in the Heidelberg Disputation that the love of the cross borne of the cross is that which is turned not in enjoying the company of the good, but which is turned in conferring the good upon the bad and the needy!!

So if you would bring a cross upon your back, just start conferring good upon the bad and the needy in our society!!  Try welcoming the ones that our society and leaders would regard as ‘evil ones’ or speaking out in a public way for the ‘needy ones’ and see if a cross does not come soon enough!

In the Large Catechism on the section of Holy Communion Luther writes, “”Look about you and see whether you are also in the world. If you do not know, ask your neighbors about it. If you are in the world, do not think that there will be any lack of sins and needs. Just begin to act as if you want to become good and cling to the Gospel, and see whether you will not acquire enemies who harm, wrong, and injure you and give you occasion for sin and wrong-doing. If you have not experienced this, then take it from the Scriptures, which everywhere give this testimony about the world.


Besides the flesh and the world, you will surely have the devil about you. You will not entirely trample him under foot because our Lord Christ himself could not entirely avoid him….If you could see how many daggers, spears, and arrows are at every moment aimed at you, you would be glad to come to the sacrament as often as possible!!”

From his lecture on the Magnificat, Mary’s Song in Luke 1: “God is the kind of Lord who does nothing but exalt those of low degree and put down the mighty from their thrones, in short break what is whole and make whole what is broken. .Just as God in the beginning of creation made the world out of nothing, whence He is called the Creator and the Almighty, so His manner of working continues unchanged. Even now and to the end of the world, all His works are such that out of that which is nothing, worthless, despised, wretched, and dead, He makes that which is something, precious, honorable, blessed, and living….’God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.’ And this is the source of man’s love and praise of God. For no one can praise God without first loving Him. No one can love Him unless He makes Himself known to him in the most lovable and intimate fashion. And He can make Himself known only through those works of His which He reveals in us, and  which we feel and experience within ourselves. But where there is this experience, namely, that He is a God who looks into the depths and helps only the poor, despised, afflicted, miserable, forsaken, and those who are nothing, there a hearty love for Him is born. The heart overflows with gladness and goes leaping and dancing for the great pleasure it has found in God.”

“in my flesh I am completing what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ for the sake of his body, which is the church.”

In my understanding, it is not that Paul is completing what is lacking in Christ, as if Christ needs Paul to complete the divine work! But Paul does continue by his service (which now has him as a prisoner in chains) suffering and being afflicted as Jesus BECAUSE he is about proclaiming the gospel and serving in the Name of Jesus Christ! He suffers BECAUSE he IS seeking to confer the good upon the bad and needy, BECAUSE he is in the world among evil with its daggers, spears, and darts, BECAUSE while the world looks up to the wealthy, powerful, successful, Paul is among the weak, the poor, the despised in the Name of Christ.

Jesus Christ is the one of the manger, the one who has no place to lay his head, the one who suffered and bore the cross, the one risen from a borrowed grave. Paul is the one who regards everything as rubbish in order that he may gain Christ, the one who has been shipwrecked, stoned, scourged, imprisoned, scorned, that tradition confesses as executed under the rule of Nero. And I am Jim, born in an excellent hospital, my head upon a soft pillow, reading lots of books, being among thousands of wonderful Christians, speaking for the weak and poor, staying in Hampton Inns, driving a Nissan Maxima……..sigh…….gulp……heh, heh ……how did that verse go? “I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am completing what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church.”

Lord, have mercy.

