WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

    
(TEXT FOR TODAY: COLOSSIANS 1:25)

Colossians 1: [25] of which I became a minister according to the divine office which was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully known,

PRAYER FOR TODAY: “God grace and might, we praise you for your servants to whom you gave gifts to make the good news known. Raise up, we pray, in every country, heralds and evangelists of your kingdom, so that the world may know the immeasurable riches of our Savior, Jesus Christ, our Lord!” “Almighty God, you have filled us with the new light of the Word who became flesh and lived among us. Let the light of our faith shine in all that we do.” Hear my prayers this day for _____________. Amen. (LBW prayer for missionaries and the prayer of the day for the second Sunday after Christmas)

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

“I became its servant according to God’s commission that was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully known.”

Now I stopped with this one verse because it allows us to stop and contemplate OUR calling as baptized ones, as ambassadors for Christ! In the coming days we will look at ‘the Word’, at ‘the mystery’, at ‘the proclamation’, and its intention! But let’s take a nice sloooooooow look at this one verse about ‘the call of Paul’!  Is there something within this verse in which the ‘call of Paul can speak to ‘the call of all’?’ (Where is Dr. Seuss when you need him?!)

The verse, grammatically, really does not stand by itself as a separate sentence. It is connected to verse 24 and is but one phrase of a sentence that will last through verse 28!

The Greek words used here have an assortment of meanings that give a fuller body to the verse.

“I became, came into being a Servant, a Helper, a Deacon, a Minister.” This is one who knows that he serves another; that he works for the glory of another’s name! The import of his/her life may have MORE importance when placed within the life of the one served.

Yet this servant is more than a common day laborer! The Greek describes him in association with the word, ‘oikonomia’. The Greek word carries the meanings of 

1-Stewardship, the wisest use of resources for an important matter

2-administration, the oversight of a matter of importance

3-of public officers-to administer, to dispense for the common good

4- the oversight or management of a household, 

5- to plan an operation.

The New Revised Standard Version says that God ‘commissioned’ him!! There are lots of military officers in Tidewater that understand THIS meaning of the word, ‘oikonomia!’ They are set apart in order TO DO THE MISSION GIVEN THEM FOR THE SAKE OF THE ONE WHO COMMISSIONS THEM!!

This is a most serious assignment with lots at stake!! This is a most privileged assignment!! This is an assignment that says a great deal about the trust given by the sender to the one sent!!

And this highly important mission, this privileged assignment, this trusted task was ‘granted, given, appointed, permitted entrusted,…..even inflicted  upon Paul!!

Look at the power of all of those verbs! This  ‘commission’, and I like that word best because it speaks to Paul still being ‘attached’ to the one who sends him in a ‘co-mission.’ Our Lord doesn’t send us out alone, but says, “Lo, I am with you always.” The angel at Easter’s tomb says, “He has gone ahead of you into Galilee!”

But the privilege to go in His Name has been granted to you; you have been appointed or set apart for this! You have been permitted to be a part of this movement! You have been entrusted with the most special of all time good news!! And at times, because of the reaction of sinful folks, you will wonder why you are inflicted with this ‘privilege.’

The one thing for sure…..there is nothing ordinary about this service in our Lord’s Name! And the difference the gospel can make in a person’s life is downright….everlasting! The difference it makes right now is one of hope, peace, joy, comfort, trust, and an understanding of loving others like my spouse, my child, my neighbor, my enemy.

And the privilege has been given “To me for you!!”    

We are beginning to talk a bit differently about our synod’s vision. I USED to talk about OUR NEED TO GO DEEPER IN FAITH. Now I would add two more words that I want to stay forever-‘WE NEED TO GO DEEPER IN FAITH FOR ANOTHER, FOR MY CHILD, MY SPOUSE, MY NEIGHBOR.

Now the Greek preposition used in this phrase, “given to me for you,” I often use as ‘into’. “And the privilege has been given  “to me INTO you!!”

I am part of a process! I am a pitcher of life pouring the living water into you, I am a herald of good tidings INTO your ear! I am part of the divine radiation penetrating INTO your soul! OK, not me really, but when we proclaim the gospel, the Holy Spirit comes INTO another through that proclamation!

“to make full the word of God!”

That Greek verb can mean:

1 “to make the word fully known”

2  “to proclaim the Word fully”

3  “to make true the Word of God”

4   “to supply fully the Word of God” (Phil 4:18)

And see how the integrity of the messenger has a good bit to do with the integrity of the message!! 

The intent is to make the Word more fully known in the good news of the proclamation and in the observed life of the proclaimer.  They are tied together in the Life of the One they both proclaim!!

In this season on December 20th, it is a neat thing to compare this ‘commission’ of Paul with the heralds from heaven on Christmas night! To them both has been given the mission of announcing good news. They both go as one commissioned for the announcing! They go as privileged ones to let the good news of a Savior move from their hearts into the hearts of the shepherds who hear the joyous news that “To you is born this day, in the city of David, a Savior who is Christ the King!!” And in that announcement, they both make the Word of God more fully known!!

Those mighty angels of heaven’s glad tidings, that heroic apostle of good news, they aren’t so different from me and you when we tuck our child in and pray with them the Lord’s Prayer. They aren’t so different from us when we tell another, even a friend or colleague who has lost hope that there is a Savior who was born for them.

It is a privilege, it is a gift, it is a help and a service to God and neighbor, this calling, this commission, this making the word fully known as an ambassador for Christ.

To YOU is born a Savior who is Christ the Lord who was crucified and raised from the dead for YOU [plural] and this shall be a sign for you by your baptism, that nothing shall separate you from his love, nothing, nothing!!

MERRY CHRISTMAS!!!
