WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesdays.

    

TEXT FOR TODAY: COLOSSIANS 3:1-4


Colossians 3: [1] If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. [2] Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. [3] For you have died, and your life is hid with Christ in God. [4] When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, you have made me your own in my baptism. In baptism, I was killed with you, buried with you, and raised with you. So this day, let me live your life even while I struggle in my own sinful life. This day, let my words have your Word even in the midst of my sinful thoughts. This day, let my actions contain a glimpse of your life, even in the midst of my selfish fears. Send me as your ambassador this day to my child, my colleague, my neighbor. Hear my prayers this day for ______________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

In the previous verses Paul said, "So if you have DIED to the elemental 
spirits of this world, if you have DIED to human traditions and philosophies, if you have DIED with Christ in baptism, WHY, WHY, WHY do you keep living your life AS IF you were finding your life in the STUFF of philosophies, human traditions, and religious commands and spiritual exercises and pieties? 

Now in today's verses the baptismal imagery continues from the death with Christ to being raised with Christ in his new life.

Verse 1 "So if/since you have been RAISED WITH CHRIST, then seek what is above where Christ is seated at the very right hand of God, set your thinking, your mind on the things above and not the things on earth!!

In this chapter Paul is going to be contrasting what is 
'earthly/mortal/temporary/of human thought or worldly thought' with what is 'above/eternal/of the crucified and risen Christ.'

'Why are you worshipping and believing in things/spirits/forces that are 
really of this world and temporary and penultimate? Why not put all your trust in the true, eternal, rescuing Christ, who is the very icon of the almighty God we cannot see!! BECAUSE as Christians you have ALREADY been killed with him [the circumcision of Christ], buried with him, and RAISED WITH HIM [!!!!!!} in your baptism where the Father rescued you, transferred you from the power of 
darkness into the kingdom of his own beloved Son!!!! [chapters 1 & 2 summary]'

Then he goes on in a way that to me is reminiscent of Gal 2, "For I have been crucified with Christ and it is no longer I who live but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Lord who loved me and gave himself for me."

Here is what he says, "For you [plural] have died and your lives are hidden with the Christ in God. When Christ, who is your life [!!!!!], is revealed, THEN ALSO you WITH HIM will be revealed in glory!" 

"Not to us, O Lord, but to YOUR NAME give the glory for the sake of your steadfast love and faithfulness." A little Psalm 115:1 here also!!

Since we have died with Christ, buried with Christ, been raised with Christ and our lives are hidden in Christ then we should HOLD FAST to the head of the body which is CHRIST!!!

Now again, in these verses Paul is seeking to contrast the difference between worshipping and idolizing what is really only of this world, mortal, temporary and worshipping the true God revealed in Jesus Christ. He will now talk of it as contrasting what is 'earthly' with what is 'heavenly.'

HOWEVER!!!!!!! For me, this is rhetorical to make a point and not literal!! The OPPONENTS of Paul are saying that by asceticism, severe treatment of the body, bringing on visions, etc. one can in spiritual ecstasy storm the very realms of heaven and perhaps even there worship with the angels, God in heaven!! We can 'leave' this vile earth and storm heaven in faith! Let me emphasize: WE can storm heaven; WE can spiritually ASCEND into the heavenly realms through 
spiritual visions, ecstasies, and practices.

But the gospel speaks to a God who COMES DOWN! The gospel speaks to a "God who so loved the WORLD that he sent his only Son" to rescue those that God loves!! The gospel speaks to a God who CAME DOWN to be birthed with us, walk with us, die with us, be buried with us, and then was raised by God so that we might have life with GOD right now because God has come down to join us to God's 
life!!

We do not find Christ looking up into heaven! Jesus said in Matthew 25. "Look for the ones naked, hungry, in prison, you will find me THERE! Look for me in my Father's house. Don't try to understand me by storming heaven and seeing me on the throne of heaven, try to understand my loving, rescuing life and what I reveal about my Father's love by gazing at me in a manger, on a cross, by an empty tomb. Don't seek glimpses of me in my heavenly glory, but see the very 
glory of God by capturing glimpses of my life here among you on earth 
touching lepers, welcoming tax collectors and sinners, blessing children, feeding hungry people by the thousands, raising children to life, forgiving sinners, and calling disciples to follow in these steps. Don't speculate about my power in heaven, about my glorious majesty, about heaven's contents and who is going to be there, RATHER, BY YOUR BAPTISM, know that you have been joined to MY life in my Father's love for this world and all that lives within it. You have already been joined with me in coming down to those in need of rescue. Your lives 
have already been hidden in me in bringing good news to your neighbor and to your very own child.  I'm not distantly away in heaven, you are joined in MY life RIGHT HERE on earth that is sustaining and re-creating this place where sin, evil, chaos, and death still actively happen. When on the last day I am 'revealed in glory' then 'your lives that are hidden in me, you also with me, will be revealed in glory.'"

Now that is good news, I believe. It frees me from worrying about my future, and it opens my eyes to the rescuing work of Christ right here, right now in the one who stands before me.

Now for THIS loving and rescuing Christ, I will surely serve and be His 
ambassador! Of this Christ, I will tell my child, my colleague, my neighbor, and I will joyfully seek to bring them to be joined to His death, burial, and new 
life.
