WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesdays.

    

TEXT FOR TODAY: COLOSSIANS 3:5

Colossians 3: [5] Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 



PRAYER FOR TODAY:

   'Take my life that I may be

   Consecrated Lord to thee
                Take my moments and my days;
                Let them flow in ceaseless praise."'
Send me as your ambassador this day, that I may glorify your name and your life in your world. Hear my prayers this day for _______________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

"Put to DEATH, then, the parts that are upon the earth" or "put to death, then, all that which is earthly!"

Christ was put to death because of sin, at the hands of sinful people, was 
put to death for the forgiveness of our sin, was 'circumcised with the cross'. In baptism we were joined to his death….soooooo, put to death all that 'belongs to the earth' and set your mind on things above 'where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.'

Often in Paul's letters, theological discussion about what God has done in Christ LEADS to ethical discussion about 'walking' in a transformed life now in Christ.

Remember in Romans 12 after ELEVEN chapters of theological discussion that Paul then moves to our Christian living and in verses 1&2 writes, "I appeal to you to present your bodies as a 'living sacrifice'…Do not be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds…" The word for 'transformed' here is 'metamorpheo' where the word 'metamorphosis' derives its meaning. 

There is a dying to the old way of approaching and walking and a rising to a new life for walking and following.

Now while we 'have been circumcised with his death', 'have been buried with him', 'have been raised with him', 'have been rescued from the power of darkness and transferred into the kingdom of his own beloved Son' in our baptism, the ethical living of life still remains in the ACTIVE tense as we truly DO struggle to walk in newness of this given life to which we have been joined. While there has been a rescue, there is still a certain 'convincing' that this is truly what brings us life on earth!!!

I just love our confession of sin each Sunday: 'WE [we are in this together! it is not only MY sin that is ruining MY life; it is OUR sin 
corporately/together that is ruining this whole world!] We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves…We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbor as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, RENEW US, and LEAD US, SO THAT WE MAY DELIGHT 
IN YOUR WILL AND WALK IN YOUR WAYS, TO THE GLORY OF YOUR HOLY NAME!"

'walk in YOUR ways'. I remember Psalm 139, "You are well acquainted with my path and my lying down, and are familiar with ALL my ways."

Verse 3:5 now turns to some of those ways: "sexual immorality, 
impurity/immorality/impure motives, lustful passion of the bad/evil kind, longings/desires/passion/COVETOUSNESS,  and the greed/the grasping after which is idolatry."

OH NO!!! A LIST!!!!! HE MADE A LIST!!!!!! AARRRGGGGHHHHH!!! NOW HE'S 
MEDDLING; NOW HE'S NAMED THEM RIGHT BEFORE MY EYES!!!!!! WHAT HAPPENED TO THE FUN THEOLOGICAL RAMBLINGS WHERE WE WERE TALKING ABOUT GOD AND ABOUT WHAT GOD WAS DOING? RATS!!!

sorry, a little gut reaction…..

[couldn't we just skip over this section?]

"FORNICATION" Now there's a preacher's favorite word!! The Greek word is 'porneia' and we derive 'pornography' from its root which means 'sexual immorality.' In all the recent discussion of the church over sexual immorality, I would note that in exploring ALL the uses of this word in the New Testament, I could make the case that it is used to describe 'heterosexual immorality between a man and a woman, between a husband and another's wife or vice versa!! 

But fornication is set right next to 'a-cartharsis', 'the absence or opposite of cleanliness' which is translated, 'impurity/immorality/impure motives'.

Which is set right beside 'lustful passion of the bad/evil kind'.

Which is set right beside 'covetousness/longings/desires.'

Which is set right beside 'greed/a grasping after'

Which is idolatry!

I am fascinated by the movement of those 5 earthly vices together: They move me from messed up relationships through impure motives and evil passions to covetousness and a grasping after which is downright greedy and idolatrous! I do like how they ebb and flow with one another.

The broken relationship of adultery loops through impurity, bad desires, to covetousness and downright grasping after as if you worshipped the other. And idolatry is nothing more than a greed for, a longing after, in a bad way, that soon leads to false motives and a broken relationship with God.

See how sex, money, and faith get mixed together here, too!! The primal drive satisfied, the Almighty Dollar in my pocket, my eternity secured but also my life right now secured and happy-got to have them all for myself. Desires can lead to grasping after and to downright worshipping!

I notice that the ten commandments have worship of God as number one and the coveting after my neighbor's wife who I just worship and would grasp after as number 10 with adultery at number 6! Worship of God unfolds the commandments 
orderly; coveting turns them upside down placing God dead last. At Mt. Sinai in 
the desert at the foot of a mountain quaking with fire, it was easy to 
worship God alone and to put coveting as a last thought.[it is a little easier not to burn with lust for your neighbor's wife when THE WHOLE MOUNTAIN RIGHT ABOVE YOU IS ON FIRE!!!] In the land of Canaan, flowing with milk and honey, 
Deuteronomy speaks often against coveting which is so easy to do in the land of plenty and how easy to put God DEAD last in your priorities! [OR WORSE, TO USE GOD TO GET WHAT YOU GRASP AFTER!!]

And I notice, then, how Hosea, the prophet, moves to speaking about God's speaking to the relationship that God has with a prosperous, grasping after, greedy Israel as if God were a husband to an adulterous wife.

BUT THIS ISN'T THE ONLY LIST OF VICES!! OH NO NO NO!

Romans 1:29: 'they were filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, 
covetousness, malice, envy, murder, strife, deceit, craftiness, they are gossips, slanderers, God-haters, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, rebellious toward parents, foolish, faithless, heartless, and ruthless." 

Galatians 5:19: 'now the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, 
impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, envy, drunkenness, carousing, and THINGS LIKE THESE!"

Just to name two of the  LISTS!!! Now on every given day, look them up in the dictionary and you just might see my picture by a whole lot of them!! But it isn't that I break ONE of them, it is that my will is in bondage to something other than finding delight in God's will and walking in the ways of God!! My sinful self just continues to grasp after, to covet because it still constantly desires when all the chips fall, to securing my life and to seeing my life as the center of it all. And it isn't primarily the deeds, it is the desire, the thought, the reaction, the instinct, the fear for survival or the fear of loss of face that constantly misses the mark in my walking the walk of Christ and 
finding delight in the ways of the Lord.

So Paul writes, "Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ OUR Lord." No wonder, then, we also confess OUR sin and common need for a rescuing Christ.

Martin Luther could do all the 'acts' of faith, but his inner thoughts and 
desires or even his acknowledgement that he HAD done all required of him which led to spiritual pride constantly drove him into the awareness of how in bondage to sin he truly was, left to himself.

So each morning is another confession in the shower, "I am baptized." That is, Christ says to me, "I promised you at your baptism that you were mine, and I don't lie!" It is a new day, a new day to put to death all that is separating me from God, a new day to live for God, and a new day at its end to ask for forgiveness and a prayer that somehow in it all, I have been an ambassador for my Lord in a way that was useful for the Spirit's work. Rather than seeing myself as the next Gandolf rescuing the world, I see myself as a frail hobbit fighting the urges of a ring that grasps for power and significance and just trying to take 
the next step that I somehow realize truly has everything to do with the whole cosmic movement toward final salvation.

At noon, sometimes, it's how I lace up my basketball shoes. I have visions of three pointers, fast-breaks with assists, drives past my opponent. At 1pm I limp in having been scored on upteen times, driven past, ran past, passed by, but there may be one shot sticking in my mind. It isn't the need to score 50 points that I lace up my shoes anymore, it is the love of the game and the call of the game and the need I feel for me to be in the game.

Today: 'that I may  FINALLY find delight in your will and walk in your 
way.'-even for one bright moment of light that glorifies my Father in heaven or one small action that gives a cup of water to one my Lord loves. I'll lace up my 
shoes today for that.
