WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesdays.

    

TEXT FOR TODAY: COLOSSIANS 3: 6-7

Colossians 3: [6] On account of these the wrath of God is coming. 
[7] In these you once walked, when you lived in them. 


PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, I seek to be faithful as your ambassador. Yet 
in my walking, I often mis-step and mis-take the wrong way. Forgive my sin and 
restore me in your way. May I fear your wrath and long for your grace. Allow 
me this day as your ambassador to speak to all that opposes your loving will 
and to speak your Word that announces, reveals, and brings your grace. Hear my 
prayers this day for ________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

I much prefer the NIV translation here:

"Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived."
 
The phrase, "upon the sons of disobedience" or "upon those who were 
disobedient" is omitted in some of the oldest manuscripts.

The Greek verb 'peripateo' which means literally 'to walk' is translated 
often 'living'. "When you were living that way"  "When you were walking in it"

"Walking in it" seems a better way to say it to me.

Paul has just talked about 'putting to death what is earthly' from 
'fornication to greed-which is idolatry.' Then the Greek sentence continues, 'because of these, the wrath of God is coming!'

Now I have come to understand the wrath of God as the movement of God to bring justice and correction to this world. 

This is much too simple [but this is the only level I am capable of!]:

A parent has 8 children and loves all 8 children deeply. In his/her effort to provide for them all, she/he notices that one of the children has taken more for themselves by taking what belongs to their brother. The parent then steps in and takes the 'extra' that was coveted and grasped by the one and returns it to the other. The one who had suffered the loss because of the other's grasping sees the parent's action as sheer grace and justice. The one who loses what had been grasped and suffers shame as well sees the action of the parent as wrath and punishment. The parent in their love is restoring and is teaching what is just and loving for all the children together. The victim understands 
this; the aggressor and stronger one regards it as vengeful or fearful.

A famous Lutheran preacher, Paul Scherer, once wrote, "There is something terrible on this earth, and it is not just sin; it is the way sin runs into God, and he will not move."

I believe there is a slow and steady movement of God's love/wrath against what is unjust in the politics/economics/religions/ethics/power games of this world like a mighty plow constantly plowing up and over turning nations and movements and persons that rose out of previous unjust environments out of the hope for justice and in time having become the powerful aggressor and grasper of the world's resources for solely itself finds itself living under the undertow of that same heavenly wrath while the weak and oppressed in the world cheer the visible grace of God in seeing the mighty fall. So the prophets arise to speak against the kings of Israel and their neglect of the poor; they arise against mighty Assyria, mighty Babylon, mighty Persia, mighty Greece, and 
Revelation speaks against mighty Rome as if they were nothing more than a temporary stand of wheat about to be plowed under by the eternal desire to restore what is just and loving for the world. Rome's 'peace' was just another name for 'empire.'

These verses confront me as the Small Catechism in 'thy will be done' where I find MYSELF as one who 'opposes the hallowing of God's Name and oppose the coming of His kingdom.'

And in my sin, I find myself on the side of the plow of  God's love/justice 
that is going to turn under what is sinful so that new life can arise.

Unlike verse 7, I do not believe that I have totally stopped walking in the 
life I used to live!! I believe that I am still liking to walk in the ways of 
disobedience!! I continue to want to walk in ways that is taking me to death, because in my self-centered vision I believe I can still grasp some real gusto!

That is why I like the image of 'walking', a step by step. My life is more of a coming and going, more of one step this way and one step that way in my thoughts and desires, RATHER than a clear ending and finality to sin and a clear unbroken beginning of the new life of righteousness.  UNLESS! UNLESS!

Unless the new righteousness is not MY righteousness, not MY life, but the life and righteousness of Christ given to me, promised to me, a road of grace EVEN THOUGH for now in this life I DO make lots of sinful steps. And I mean A LOT OF SINFUL STEPS!!!!

But there is an intent to live, a desire to walk in the one who is the way, 
the truth, and the life, the one who says, 'I came that they might have life and have it abundantly.' BECAUSE this one has made me his own, has laid down his life for me, has rescued me, has promised me that I am His. "For it is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me."

And even when the earth is plowed up and my sin and death finally turn me under, by the promise of my baptism I know that nothing, nothing, nothing will separate me from the love of God in Christ Jesus---because Christ does not lie and it is his promise given to me, not mine given to him. It is not my believing in the integrity of my word; it is believing in the integrity of Christ who will not lie. Baptism is not the sign that I give to God; baptism is the sign God has given to ME!

