WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesdays.

    

TEXT FOR TODAY: COLOSSIANS 3:8-9

Colossians 3: [8] But now put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and foul talk from your mouth. [9] Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old nature with its practices

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, I confess that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed. I have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not loved my neighbor as myself. In the power of your new life, in the power of your forgiveness empower me to put off, discard, and strip off my fears and anger that I may speak well of others, announce your good news, and build up your body. Send me as your ambassador with a Word to speak with joy and love those you love. Hear my prayers this day for _____________. Amen.
(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

OK! We are ‘putting to death’ all the earthly stuff in Col. 3:5, and he gave us 5 earthly practices from fornication to downright greed/idolatry!
Then in vs. 6-7 Paul told us about the wrath of God coming upon us because of the way we were walking!!

Now that was pretty close to baptismal terminology!!  “Putting to death” is pretty close to  ‘being crucified with Christ/or being joined to the death of Christ’ or maybe even ‘putting to death’ the Old Adam!!
Now in Galatians 3:27 Paul will speak of baptism this way: “As many of you as were baptized have clothed yourselves with Christ!”

So very interestingly, after talking about dying to the earthly elemental spirits and being raised with Christ, and then putting to death what is earthly, we are going to have a number of verses with ‘clothing’ verbs!!

Verse 8 for the baptized, “BUT NOW “

Verse 7 spoke of the earthly way you THEN walked, ‘BUT NOW!’ It is a new day, a new beginning, a reminder of putting to death and rising to new life! It is time for a change in direction, a different way of walking!!

“But now, put off/take off (as in clothing!!), all of you, wrath, anger/rage/fury, malice/hateful feelings/wickedness, slander/speaking against/insulting talk, and abusive language/obscene speech from the mouth.”
Lookie here!! 5, count’em! 5 practices having to do with the heart to the mouth!! We have moved from the wrath of God to the (1) wrath/anger pent up in us!! I’m talking about that (2) anger/rage/fury, (3) that malice and hateful feelings, that leads to downright (4)slander/speaking against/insulting talk that can just become downright  (5) abusive and obscene speech spilling forth from the mouth!!

Remember Jesus and Paul speaking about being more concerned about what comes OUT of one’s mouth rather than what goes INTO it? How they both spoke to the tongue merely expressing, being the outlet for what is harbored in the heart?  The movement in these 5 vices seems to echo them!!

SSOOOOO maybe the mouth is betraying a problem up the tongue, down the throat, and coating the heart!!

The list of the earthly 5 vices began with the outside expression-the expression of the fornicating act and traced it back to the covetous, greedy, grasping, idolatrous heart.

The second list of 5 verbal began inside the heart of wrath and anger and malice and moved out to the verbal expression of abusive language from the mouth!

We have deed and word! Remember that when we come to the end of this section!!

Paul says that we ought to ‘take them off’ like they were clothes that shouldn’t feel good for us to wear!!

Verse 9:  “Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off/put off/discarded (like clothes!) the old man with its praxis/practices/with its actions or deeds!
It isn’t just the lying in this verse that we should strip off, it is all the earthly, sinful deeds and words from the whole previous chapter and especially the two lists of vices!

“Do not lie to one another.”

Back in 2:8 we were cautioned about letting ‘someone take us captive through philosophy and empty deceit.’ Now we are told not to take part in that deceit or any deceit.

Here too the heart and mouth are partners just as in confession the heart and mouth  are partners!!

Then comes the reference to the  ‘old man’ or the ‘old Adam?’ It’s another baptismal allusion. The old man should be stripped off like clothing!!

So the old man should be put to death and all the old clothing in which we wear all that is earthly in thought, word, and deed should be discarded or flat out stripped off!!

Hey! Aren’t these FUN verses! All this sinful stuff!!!!! Well,

On Friday we’ll talk about the new clothing of baptism!! 
