WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesdays.

    

TEXT FOR TODAY: COLOSSIANS 3: 10-11

Colossians 3: [10] and have put on the new nature, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. 
[11] Here there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scyth'ian, slave, free man, but Christ is all, and in all. 

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, in my baptism you declared my rescue and my being joined to your death and life. In my baptism you sealed me with your Spirit that I might rise each day in the knowledge of your promises and in the joy of your love and in the calling to be a blessing as your ambassador and in the possibility that by some word or deed we might be a light that would so shine that others might see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven. In each drop of water this day, remind me of my baptism, and in each face I see regardless of color, gender, age, or place remind me that I am your ambassador and 
that through me you might make your appeal to them! Hear my prayer this day 
for _________________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

previously in verse 9-'have dis-clothed the old man' apekduomai 'putting off' 10 'and have clothed yourselves' enduomai 'putting on'
(Gal 3: 'As many of you as were baptized have clothed yourselves with 
Christ.')
 
"and have clothed yourselves with the 'new/fresh/young' 'renewed' into 
knowledge according to the image of its creator"

Now let me read to you from F.F. Bruce's commentary, "When Paul speaks of the renewal of the new man, his intention is much the same as when he says in 2 Cor. 4:16, 'though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed every day.' The life and power of Christ within is thus being constantly renewed, as the Christ-likeness is being reproduced more and more in the 
believer's life.
    In the phrase 'after his Creator's image' it is impossible to miss the 
allusion to Gen. 1:27, where the first Adam is said to have been created by God 'in his own image.' But the first Adam is now seen as the 'old man' who must be discarded, in order that the believer may put on the new man, the 'last Adam.' Nor is there any doubt about the identity of the new man….The 'last Adam' or 'new man,' that is to say, is effectively Christ….To 'put on Christ' is the necessary corollary of being 'in Christ.' p. 147.

Andrew Lincoln writes that verse 10 'focuses primarily on the individual aspect of the new humanity, v. 11 highlights the corporate aspect….'.

verse 11  "In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free, but Christ is all and in all."

Not just the sinful barriers are included here, but also the barriers that 
divide humans racially-Greek and Jew religiously-circumcised and uncircumcisedculturally-barbarian, Scythiansocially-slave and free.

Christ is all and in all!!!

In my estimation, the writer is trying hard to express how wide open are the arms of the church in this renewal because it reflects the wide open arms of Christ outstretched upon the hard wood of the cross dying for the sin of all in order to rescue all.

See how the first list of 5 'earthly' things focus in on one's own grasping 
after, desiring, coveting and how the second list of 5 that isolates one from others is contrasted by putting on the new/fresh in the image of Christ that 
ignores a list of 5 barriers in order to embrace all. The first two lists in the 'old man' turn us in upon ourselves, the first list of 5 of the 'new' opens us to embrace the known world in the same way that the Christ has come to rescue those throughout the whole world.

What a contrast between the old Adam who closes himself off from others in his lusts, desires,  grasping after, and coveting for himself, who closes himself off from others in his fury, anger, wrath, and obsenities from heart to mouth and the 'new' who in the image of Christ open themselves to others and find a multitude of 'others' for life together.

Remember in F. Buechner's book, Wishful Thinking, his article on 'Anger?'

'Anger'

"Of the Seven Deadly Sins, anger is possibly the most fun. To lick your 
wounds, to smack your lips over grievances long past, to roll over your tongue the prospect of bitter confrontations still to come, to savor to the last toothsome morsel both the pain you are given and the pain you are giving back-in many way it is a feast fit for a king. The chief drawback is that what you are wolfing down is yourself. The skeleton at the feast is you."

The Ambassador for Christ is turned outward, the ambassador is turned upside down to serve, the ambassador is seeking the glory of Christ and not one's own inwardly turned selfish glory. Living for another's glory leads to living for another, and therefore living for others. Living for one's own glory leads to living for one's own self, and therefore living for themselves.

Here is where the battle is fought daily between the 'old' and the 'new', the inward securing and the outward serving, the selfish hoarding and the self-less giving, the pride-ful powerplays masking fears and the humble offerings revealing courageous love.
