WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesdays.

    

TEXT FOR TODAY: COLOSSIANS 3:12
Colossians 3: [12] Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, and patience, 



PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, as your ambassador, I am not often what I should be in word and deed. Help me this day to clothe myself in my baptism, to take up my cross as I desire to 'put on' compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience in my relationships with all those I meet this day. Send me to 
my family, my colleagues, and to my neighbors with a desire to bring to them the fullness of your joy and life. Hear my prayers this day for 
_____________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

'chosen and beloved' is a wonderful phrase to remember especially after 
Transfiguration Sunday as a phrase not only for Christians but for Jesus Christ. "And from the cloud there came a voice, 'This is my Son, the beloved, listen to him!'"

The word for 'compassion' means 'to feel in the bowels, to be moved deeply for another'. The verb form, 'to show compassion' only appears in the gospels Matthew, Mark, and Luke and it appears twelve times. The compassion that the Christian is to put on is the compassion that Jesus showed again and again in his earthly life among us. This word clearly demonstrates the 'putting on' of Christ since it is Christ who is most described as 'showing compassion' in the New Testament!

The second word is 'kindness/goodness/all that is right.' I think a good way 
to sense the meaning of this word is from its use in Titus 3:3-5: "For we 
ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, despicable, hating one another, but when the goodness and LOVING KINDNESS of God our Savior appeared, he saved us…." In the midst of the opposite being shown to them, those 'chosen, holy, and beloved in Christ, are to have 'loving kindness' among them, nevertheless to do 'goodness or all that is right.'

The third word is 'humility/humble minded.' Paul will use this special word in Philippians 2:3, "Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in HUMILITY regard others as better than yourself." A couple of verses later Paul continues, But have the same mind as Christ…who emptied himself for others, living and dying for others as if they were better than himself.  So, Christians should be humble minded as well.

The fourth word is 'gentleness/merciful.' FF Bruce writes, "Gentleness, 
included in the fruit of the Spirit (Ga. 5:22), is the quality which has 
traditionally been rendered 'meekness'. Moses was 'very gentle' (Numbers 12:3) in the sense that, faced with undeserved criticism, he did not give way to rage but interceded with God for the offenders. 'The gentle shall inherit the land'-the implication being perhaps that the militants will wipe one another out and leave the gentle in possession. Jesus was 'gentle', but was perfectly capable of indignation." p. 154 In a recent book I have been reading, the author speaks to the importance of a leader being able to take upon themselves the anger and frustration of others and responding with gentleness for the sake of the health 
of the whole.  Meekness/gentleness is not being a 'milk-toast', but having the strength to endure the anxiety of others expressed in unhealthy ways for the sake of bringing life or hope or resolution for others. The cross is truly a place of Christ's meekness. The Lord of Life takes upon himself the full rejection and indignation and scorn of the world even as he endures it all for the salvation of others.

The fifth word is patience. It is interesting that three of the five words, 
'kindness', 'gentleness' and 'patience' are also listed in Paul's 'fruit of the Spirit' in Gal. 5:22.

Also listen to Ex. 34:6ff's description of God/Yahweh: "The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for the 1000th generation, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, yet by no means clearing the guilty, but visiting the iniquity of the parents upon the children and the children's children to the 3rd and 4th generation."

As the writer of Colossians seeks to continue speaking about what it means to 'put on' the new self, to 'put on' Christ in our baptism, the writer now moves to a list of 5 virtues for us to seek to aspire to or become like a natural outgrowth of our lives in our daily living. If the vices were how we lived in the former life, 'in the way we used to walk when we were following that path,' these 5 words provide a beginning picture of the life of faith for those 'raised with Christ, walking in his path.'

While the two sets of 5 vices led to us living more and more to ourselves or cutting us off more and more from others, these 5 virtues describe strengths that allow us to look beyond ourselves to others, that allow us to remain connected with others in amazing, if not divine ways!

And on Friday, just watch and see what follows!!!!
