WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesdays.

    

TEXT FOR TODAY: COLOSSIANS 2:20-23

Colossians 2: [20] If with Christ you died to the elemental spirits of the universe, why do you live as if you still belonged to the world? Why do you submit to regulations, [21] "Do not handle, Do not taste, Do not touch"  [22] (referring to things which all perish as they are used), according to human precepts and doctrines? [23] These have indeed an appearance of wisdom in promoting rigor of devotion and self-abasement and severity to the body, but they are of no value in checking the indulgence of the flesh. 



PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, you have made me your own! You have baptized 
me, sealed me, marked me, anointed me, and claimed me as your own! Send me as 
your ambassador this day, an announcer of your love for others too, an extension 
of your hands to serve others. Hear my prayers this day for ___________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read onJ)

In Romans Paul speaks to having died to sin. Here Paul speaks to having died 
to the cosmic powers or elemental spirits of the world.

In chapters 1 and 2 there has been several references to 'knowledge' and 
'wisdom'. There were prayers for spiritual wisdom; Christ was referred to as the 
'treasure in whom are hidden all the riches of wisdom and knowledge. These 
chapters and verses have been written to counter these verses that have to do with 
the philosophy and human tradition's 'wisdom'.

Andrew Lincoln writes in the The New Interpreter's Bible, Vol.XI, "It is 
unlikely that we shall find any precise modern equivalent to the philosophy and 
its practices that are attacked in Colossians. Nevertheless, some of its 
features do tend to recur in a variety of forms and should put us on our guard when 
we encounter them. A list might include (1) emphasizing criteria in addition to 
the gospel message, whether they be visions and other special experiences or 
abstaining from wine or meat, as necessary for a 'higher spirituality' by 
which other Christians are then judged defective; (2) a concern with other 
spiritual agencies or powers that detracts from the centrality and sufficiency of 
Christ; (3) teaching and practices that produce elite groups within the church to 
the detriment of the whole body of believers working and growing together; 
(4) claiming that  a prime human need is to discover or rediscover some special 
esoteric knowledge in addition to what is found in the gospel and Christian 
teaching; and (5) dualistic views that treat the bodily and the material as 
inferior or evil and obscure the fact that humanity's plight is ethical-and by 
extension, views that treat any part of our humanity as inferior, asserting that 
the intellect or the personality needs to be transcended.
    ….A problem arises when particular practices or experiences are set up as 
requirements for others to fulfill if they are to be complete Christians, 
when they reflect a disparagement of ordinary physical existence, when they are 
accompanied by a spiritual pride that judges others, or when they are placed at 
the same level of importance in Christian living as the need for love and 
justice. p. 635
    Colossians reminds us that holding fast to Christ the head means that 
believers are not on a journey of individualistic spirituality but have become 
members of a community in which they need to live together in love and be 
accountable to one another in public worship. In this community, spiritual growth is 
not a private preoccupation but a corporate matter….Genuine growth that comes 
from God and that is a result of authentic adherence to Christ as head is 
recognized by the way in which the whole body functions healthily as its member 
work together to provide nourishment and support for one another."p.636

Commentators speak to the difficulty in translating verse 23. The Greek can 
mean, 'no value in controlling physical passions' or 'no value, except for 
satisfying physical passions.'

Either way, 'necessary spiritual practices/experiences' can simply be one 
more way to self-indulge rather than to live for Christ. One can 'hold' to 
religiosity and still not 'hold' to Christ, the head. One can worship the spirits of 
the world without worshipping the creator of the world "who was before all 
things and in whom all things hold together.' Col. 1:17

These verses cause me to reflect upon again what is central for my living in 
faith, 'without shifting from the hope promised by the gospel that you heard, 
which has been proclaimed!' [Col 1:23]

Remember! You are baptized! You belong to Christ, and Christ holds fast to 
you!! SO!! Hold fast to Christ, the head! Be an ambassador this day for the One 
who loves you and will not let you go.
