WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesdays.

    

TEXT FOR TODAY: COLOSSIANS 3:15
Colossians 3: [15] And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. 


PRAYER FOR TODAY: “Lord make me an instrument of your peace.


Where there is hatred, let me sow love;


Where there is injury, pardon;


Where there is discord, union;


Where there is doubt, faith;


Where there is despair, hope;


Where there is darkness, light;


Where there is sadness, joy.

Grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;

To be understood as to understand;

To be loved as to love.

For it is in giving that we receive;

It I sin pardoning that we are pardoned; and

It is in dying that we are born to eternal life.”

Send me as your ambassador this day, Lord. Hear my prayers for _________________________. Amen

(Prayer attributed to St. Francis)

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)
“And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body.”

The word of ‘peace’ is only used twice in Colossians. Once in the opening greeting, “Grace to you and peace from God our Father….” And here in this verse.

The verb for ‘rule’ originally meant the ‘awarding of prizes’ through judgment. It had come to mean judge or rule, but there is this nuance to the verb. One translation says, “Let the peace of Christ be the arbiter in your hearts.” This is the only occurrence of this verb in the New Testament. Since the heart for Greeks was the place where mind and emotions from the bowels met, the peace of Christ is to rule where judgments and decisions are to be made where theology and love, forgiveness, compassion, kindness, humility, meet.

The Hebrew understanding of peace is ‘shalom’ which speaks not to a calm or an absence of strife, but rather to an understanding of salvation, wholeness, life in completeness, fulfillment and well-being. Here the fullness of life comes in ‘putting on’ the image of the Creator in which Christ is all and in all. Here among the chosen, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience is clothed with the harmony of love and the forbearance of forgiveness. Here the life of Christ rules, is judged to be what brings life to its fullest and wholeness.

Now if you want to see the closeness of Colossians and Ephesians consider these verses with common words used:

Colossians 3:12ff “As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body.

Ephesians 4:1-6 “I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all.”

Common words: humility; gentleness, patience; called, binds, called to one body, peace, love.

‘Called in the one body’ can continue a baptismal idea of being brought into the one body of Christ. Some scholars see the body of Christ as a universal image, but several see this image as a reference here to the congregation/community in worship. Colossians and Ephesians are the two letters that instead of speaking of the church as the body of Christ,   speak of Christ as the head and the church the body from the neck down.

Each Sunday we share the ‘peace’ of the Lord, and we say to one another, ‘The peace of the Lord be with you.’ ‘And also with you.’ This peace in the liturgy follows the preached Word of the gospel, the confessed creed of the body of Christ, it comes after the prayers of the church and after absolution has been given, and it comes just before the sacrament of Holy Communion, the real presence of Christ for the forgiveness of sin.

The rescuing intent of our heavenly Father and our Lord Jesus has been proclaimed, the humility, compassion, kindness of his emptying himself to take on our flesh, his forbearance upon the cross for the sake of forgiveness, his divine love done ‘for us and for our salvation.’ All done for the peace of Christ to rule in our hearts judged as that which brings wholeness to our lives.

Does such a life bring peace to us in the world too?

‘And be thankful!’

In the Sunday liturgy what follows the sharing of the peace is ‘the Great Thanskgiving!’ There is a lot to be thankful for following love, peace, forgiveness, compassion, kindness, gentleness, humility, and patience (especially when it is God who has demonstrated this so profoundly)!!

The verses that follow will move more and more into liturgical images.

In Galatians Paul will speak to the ‘fruit’ of the Spirit as ‘love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, gentleness, faithfulness, generosity, self-control.’ Notice how many of those words have been used here!

These are not given as ‘strategies to succeed’ or ‘ways to get ahead’, but they are descriptions of what seems to come from those who have known the love, forgiveness, and patient, kind forbearance of the Christ in their lives, who have been baptized into his life.

