WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesdays.

    

TEXT FOR TODAY: COLOSSIANS 3:18-19

Colossians 3: [18] Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. [19] Husbands, love your wives, and do not be harsh with them. 


PRAYER FOR TODAY:  Lord Jesus, you love your church as your bride; you have laid down your life for her and have given to her all that is yours to give. You have taken upon yourself all that she brings. Hear my prayer for all those in marriage, that they might be subject to one another in reverence for you and for your love. Establish and sustain them in your holy love. Hear my prayers this day for _____________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

My wife wakes up with a terrible headache every morning, but every morning around 7 or so he leaves for work!

 “Wives, be subject to/obey your husband, as it is proper/right/the appropriate thing in the Lord. Husbands, love (agapei) your wives and do not act bitterly to them/do not treat them harshly.”

A listing of the Household duties was common in the ancient world. Aristotle and  Philo had done this. The big three relationships were husband-wife, parent-child, master-slave.

In the New Testament there are three such ‘household duties’ that appear in: I Peter, Ephesians, and Colossians:


There are many theories about why they appear. The first is that they were simply written that way by the authors!!!

       Some scholars say they may have been written by writers of the ‘second generation’ of Christians AFTER Paul in an effort to substantiate that Christianity was not an anarchic religion to the established social mores of the time. These scholars conjecture that the first generation church allowed women leaders who were serving in a number of congregations or home churches. A number of early Christians had forsworn families in order to become Christians and await the imminent second coming of Christ. In First Corinthians one can imagine slaves and free both sharing the eucharist in a common community. These scholars believe that this would have been troubling to the Roman society. Therefore an apologetic ‘household of duties’ might have been included in these writings to assure the Gentile world that Christianity was not subversive to the social relationships of marriage, families, and the social matrix of slavery.

Some scholars feel that the New Testament ‘household of duties’ are more gentle and liberal than the Gentile world.

             Some say the ‘duties’ are more conservative than society in its contemporary setting trying to show the Gentile world a better way.

In my 21st century milieu, I really prefer the Ephesians version of the wife-husband relationship to the shorter one in Colossians. On the one hand, both of them use the verb, ‘upotasso’ which means ‘obeying, being subject to.’ Now in Ephesians 5 the household duties begin with this overview: “Be subject to one another out of reverence for Christ.” Every relationship is to be so lived with each partner in those relationships being subject to one another out of reverence for Christ!

But in Colossians there is no preceding verse. It just begins with wives being subject to their husbands. It conveys the idea of wives obeying or being subject to the husband as the head of the family.

Then the verse concludes with “as is fitting in the Lord.” Or “As is proper/right in the Lord.’

The writer is probably saying, “Wives be subject to your husband as is fitting to the Lord” in the sense that the Lord who desire for the wife to be subject to her husband.

But I also like the important nuance, ‘wives be subject to your as is fitting in the Lord’ in the sense that the wife should obey the husband as long as what is happening within the relationship is fitting/proper in the eyes of the Lord! Obedience is fitting as long as the husband’s leading/care for his wife is fitting in the eyes of the Lord.

‘Husbands love your wives.’

The word used here is not the Greek word, ‘eros’ for emotional/passionate love. It is the word, ‘agape’, which is the love that is used to speak of God’s love for the world!! It is the love that willingly lays down its life for the other. Agape love is how we describe the love of Christ upon the cross. “Husbands, lay down your lives for your wives!”

“Husbands love your wives and never treat them harshly.” A more literal Greek translation would be ‘and never treat them bitterly.’ No abuse, but more than that, nothing that is destructive of them.

As I said before, I like the words in Ephesians which compares the relationship of husband and wife with Christ and his bride, the Church. The wife is surely to cherish, love, and obey her husband as Christ, and the husband is to love and lay down his life as Christ did for his Church!

Luther uses these very words in his treatise, “The Freedom of the Christ” to write about ‘the Happy Transfer’. He writes that the husband willingly transfers all that he has in this life, transfers his own life, transfers all that he brings to his wife. He also takes upon himself all that his bride brings to the marriage. So Christ brings his life and takes our death, brings is righteousness and takes our sin, brings his joy and takes our sorrow, brings his faith and takes our fear.

Marriage is about a mutual honoring of one another in reverence for Christ. Each, when talking to another person about their marriage should say, “I married up!” Marriage is a desire to walk through life with the other through all of life’s changes. A wonderful pastor once told me that we go through a life change or passage just about every five years, and that marriage is the commitment to walk through those changes or passages with the same partner. Marriage is bringing life for the other; it is laying down one’s life for the other; it is finding one’s better self in the other; it is becoming a more complete person because of the love shown by the other. Marriage is a bond for bearing and raising children in the faith. Marriage is a public witness of commitment; it is a foundation piece for community. It is a loving relationship between a husband and wife blessed by God that comes out of previous generations and through children can have foundational and faithful impact upon many future generations to come!

It is being subject to one another out of reverence for Christ!

