WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesdays.

    

TEXT FOR TODAY: COLOSSIANS 3:20-21

Colossians 3: [20] Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. [21] Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged.

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Our Father, who are in heaven, hallowed by THY Name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us all this day, our daily bread, And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive our brothers and sisters, your other children, who has trespassed against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

I find it helpful to remind myself that while the ‘duties of the household’ seem a bit difficult to read in our 21st century, that they were also to be lived within the household as those ‘who have put on the new self’, as those ‘holy and chosen, clothed with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, patience…clothed with love….letting the peace of Christ rule in their hearts….having the word of Christ dwell in them richly.,” and ‘whatever [they] did in word and deed, to do it in the name of the Lord Jesus giving thanks to God the Father through it!” This is what directly precedes the duties of the household and were to permeate the life of the household.

FF Bruce writes:

“The household was recognized as a stabilizing element in ancient society, and treatises on household administration were common. The household was wider than the nuclear family of the Western world today: it included all who were under the authority of its head. In NT times the head of a household might be a woman, like Lydia of Philippi, Chloe of Corinth, who may or may not have been a Christian, and Nympha of the Lycus valley. But usually the head of the household was a man, who exercised within it the authority of a husband, a father, and a master.


As in society in general, so in the Christian community the household appears to have been the basic unit or cell. Where the family home was of a convenient size, the household could be expanded for certain purposes by the inclusion of fellow believers who joined its members from time to time to form, with them, the ‘church’ in So-and-so’s house. When the head of a household was converted to Christianity, the whole household appears normally to have joined in adhering to the new faith and receiving baptism, but it was not invariably so, and in I Cor. 7:12-16 provision was made for tensions which might arise from divided religious allegiance.”

Margaret McDonald, from her commentary in Sacra Pagina on Colossians


“Greco-Roman society gave extreme authority to the father over the children. The extent of this power is shocking in comparison to modern standards. The best-known aspect of this power was the right of the father to decide the fate of a newborn. Unwanted daughters could be exposed, and ‘deformed’ infants could be killed. A father’s authority extended even over the lives of adult children. Also surprising from a modern perspective is the fact that in case of divorce the father retained possession of the children.


‘The law-givers of the Romans gave virtually full power to the father over his son, whether he thought proper to imprison him, to scourge him, to put him in chains, and keep him at work in the fields, or to put him to death; and this even though the son were already engaged in public affairs, though he were numbered among the highest magistrates, and though he was celebrated for his zeal for the commonwealth.                    (Dionysius of Halicarnassus: Rom. Ant. 2.26.4) “

“It is not surprising, therefore, that the power of the paterfamilias over the child could be compared to the power of the paterfamilias over slave. 


…Both Jewish and Greco-Roman authors sometimes warned against excessive severity and it is difficult to be certain how often extreme measures were actually carried out…However, against such a background, at the very least the instructions found in Colossians appear to be in keeping with moderate approaches p. 155.


She quotes Dunn, “To belong to such a  strange sect [Christianity],  a religion without a cult center, without priest and sacrifice, must have exposed the younger members of the Christian families of Colossae to some abuse from their fellows in the marketplace, Without strong parental encouragement, they could easily become ‘discouraged’”. p 156.

The Byzantine anthologist Stobaeus quotes the ancient Menander: ‘A father who is always threatening does not receive much reverence,’ and ‘One should correct a child not by hurting him but by persuading him.’ (Anthologies 4.26.7, 13)

“Children, obey your parents in everything as your acceptable duty in the Lord/for this is pleasing in the Lord.”

I might want to emphasize the regard for children to their parents with these words, “Children, honor your parents in everything, for this is acceptable in the Lord.”  Obedience comes in honoring. The fourth commandment, of course, is ‘honor your father and mother.’ In his Large Catechism, Luther has a section of about 10 pages dedicated to the ‘honoring’ of parents by their children. Children should view their parents as ‘agents from God.’

And this honoring was not just for small children or youth, but especially for adult children as their parents approached their final years and failing health. The phrase that follows, “Honor your father and mother” is “that your days may be long in the Lord.” In my reading, that not only has to do with God giving a warning, but also a wise word for adult children. Their OWN children are watching how the adult children care for their parents in their elder years!!!! The social security system of the ancient world was children who would care for them!

Honoring arises out of the loving sacrifice that the loving parent has poured into the life of their child. Any child who survives their first year of living is NOT a self-made person!

Most of us have been absolutely blessed with the sacrificial love of our parents. Honoring is surely to be the response for those who have given away their lives in order for us to have life.

In the Early Learning Council that I have been involved with, we learned that 90% of the vocabulary that a child comes to kindergarten with is totally from the parents.

When active adults in church are asked who were their primary formers or models of the faith in their lives, ‘mother’ and ‘father’ come up about 90% of the time!

I believe that how we are held, nurtured, sung to, comforted in the first year of life has a GREAT deal to do with our ability to understand the undergirding, foundational, initiating, indicative grace/favor/regard/love of God and our ability to trust in our relationships.

The church needs to help the youngest and newest of our parents be supported in their care and their understanding that their child’s first year of life is also a profound teaching time for their child that will undergird their whole life.

“FATHERS!!!!!  Do not stir up/rouse/make resentful/embitter your children in order that they not become discouraged/disheartened.”

I GIVE THANKS TO God for my Father and Mother, for their sacrifices for me, for their loving me, teaching me, encouraging me, challenging me, wanting the best for me. [also teaching me that I had wonderful sisters and a brother that I should not keep trying to taunt, tease, belittle, take their shares, or just plain destroy!!]

The gift of loving parents is so foundational to whose we are or who we are not. The children who are victims of abusive and neglectful parents are impacted for life. They deserve our prayers and presence and protection.

In terms of ‘father’. I think of our Lord Jesus who taught his disciples to pray, “Our Father.” And I think of Ephesians 3:14, “For this reason, I bow my knees before the Father, from whom all fathers in heaven and earth ARE NAMED!” The earthly Father gets his understanding of fatherhood from the heavenly Father, not vice versa!

The FATHER of the Trinity has gotten a bad rap BECAUSE OF LOUSY FATHERS!! The earthly father of a family ought to get THEIR understanding of being a Father from the Father of our Lord Jesus; the Father of our Lord Jesus should not be understood from a lousy father!

I just read a book called Thriving through Ministry Conflict  by Osterhaus, Jurkowski, and Hahn, in which they lift up how seldom a father relates to their son their approval of who they are, how rarely they articulate their pride, admiration, confidence in their son’s gifts. And I thought of Jesus’ baptism and his Transfiguration, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” “This is my beloved Son, listen to him!” I have learned how intentionally I need to be sharing that word with my child.

As a Father, I need to remember how powerful are my words and actions for my child. I need to be clothed in compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, patience, bearing with my child, forgiving my child, loving my child, letting the peace of Christ rule in the home, having the word of Christ dwell in OUR home.

As a Father, I have been given the stewardship, the divine authority and care for my spouse, for my child, for my vocation, for my living in this world and realizing what treasures all of them are!

As a Father, I need to remember that whatever I do in word and deed, to do it in the name of MY Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God MY Father from whom I get my understanding of undergirding, foundational, initiating love.

Now I speak to fathers because this text lifts up fathers. The role of mother is equally profound and foundational. Our home has felt to me like a shared authority. You would have to ask our daughter about how it has come across to her. I was raised in a home of shared authority, but affected by the father who was away from the home more than the mother. But affection, mutual support, disagreement with levity and wit, faith expressed with blessings sung and said, hospitality shown every Sunday to a new set of strangers around the table, this was the ‘authority’ that I watched and learned from in my formative years.

In Luther’s Large Catechism, parents are called the BISHOPS of their household!! They have oversight of their child’s faith and life! May they be raised in such a trustworthy and loving way THAT THEY ARE ABLE TO TRUST IN A LOVING GOD!

