WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesdays.

    

TEXT FOR TODAY: COLOSSIANS 3:13
Colossians 3: [13] forbearing one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, there are people who have hurt me deeply; there are people who have turned on me, who have spoken against me, who have scorned me, who have physically hurt me. I do not want to forgive them, it is not right to forgive; I ask you to punish them for breathing out violence against me.

But then, Lord, I have hurt you deeply; I have not been faithful to you and have turned on you; I have spoken against you and scorned your life; as Holy Week comes I know that I have joined into the cry, ‘crucify’ because so much of my life opposes the coming of your kingdom into this world.


Forgive me, Lord.


…..As you have forgiven me, so I will try…..so I should try…..so I must forgive. Let me not forgive what is evil, but let me not call evil what I should forgive.


Send me as your ambassador with the ministry of reconciliation this day. Hear my prayers for _____________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

Verse 12 ‘PUT ON/CLOTHE YOURSELVES’

Verse 13 “Endure/be patient with/give patient attention to/bear with one another and forgive one another if one has ‘cause for complaint/complaint’—just as the Lord has forgiven you so also you!”

Remember how verse 11 ended? Remember how it spoke about Jew and Greek, free and slave, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, and Scythian? What if this is a description of those living in Colossae? And WHAT if it describes the community of Christ in Colossae? In such a diverse community, there just might be LOTS of cause for complaint and LOTS of challenges about ‘being patient with/bearing with/ enduring’ with others!!!! Especially if you add to those couth and uncouth, cool and uncool, AND rich and poor!

When I looked at the NRSV translation and saw, “Bear with one another”, I thought it was going to be the Greek verb, ‘phero’, which means to bear in the sense of carrying one another.

So I was surprised with the nuance from the Greek verb that it is actually there, ‘anecho’ which means instead to ‘endure/be patient with/give attention to’.

Its meaning follows so nicely the list of 5 virtues that concludes with the word ‘patience’. Verses 12-13 are also one Greek sentence that begins in verse 12 with the verb, “put on”. “Clothe yourself with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness/patience, patience, [verse 13] enduring/being patient with one another and forgiving!!”

“just as the Lord has forgiven you, so also you!”

Now the Letter to the Ephesians has SO much in common with the Letter to the Colossians. Similar to this verse,  the writer of Ephesians says in 4:32: “and be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another as God in Christ has forgiven you.”

But Colossians is most challenging to us Christians! “Just as Christ has forgiven you so you also must forgive!” That’s how the NRSV says it!  The Greek literally says, “just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also!” It does remind me of “forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.”

The Colossians verse is even stronger than the words of Jesus about forgiving 70 times 7!

There is no discussion about what was done or what might qualify when or when not to forgive. No, it says, ‘endure with one another---hang in there, pay attention to the other one’!! Just as the Lord has forgiven you so you also!!”

The Christ who died on the cross to reconcile us clearly endured all our sin to forgive.

I like that ‘forgiving’ one another is directly connected to ‘enduring with/being patient with.’  So often we are quick NOT to forgive, to hold grudges, to get even, to want satisfaction. So often we desire quick separation rather than patiently staying connected.

And the reason for seeking and giving forgiveness is not some elaborate ‘reconciliation’ process or policy either. It is simply this: BECAUSE the LORD forgave you YOUR sin, so YOU ALSO MUST FORGIVE!  We have returned to John 8, “Let the one without sin, cast the first stone.” “Let the one without sin, be the first one to refuse to forgive.”

Maybe that’s why, then, forgiveness has to be ‘put on’ in the same way that the crucified and risen Christ has to be ‘put on’ in our baptism. We need the ‘alien righteousness’ of Christ to help us to be patient with and forgiving of one another. That is probably why verse 13 is the middle of a sentence; that is probably why forgiveness is the middle part of a life that begins as verse 12 with ‘putting on’ Christ.

