WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesdays.

    

TEXT FOR TODAY: COLOSSIANS 4:2
Colossians 4: [2] Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving; 
PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord God, I thank you for the gift of creation and its many blessings. I thank you for the gift of my neighbor whether next to me or across the sea. I thank you for your Son, Jesus the Christ, for his emptying himself, his birth, life, teachings, healings, sufferings, death, resurrection, ascension, and for his coming again! I thank you for the power of your Holy Spirit, the gift of faith, the sign of my baptism, the meal of your Son, the forgiveness of sin, the commission to be your ambassador, the honor of your Name, the joy of your life, the gift of your holy Church! Enable me in your power and love to persevere in thankfulness and prayer with you for the glory of your Name, for your holy will to be done here on earth even through me, for you to hear my concern for my neighbor, one whom you love already very much. Hear my prayers this day for ______________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

“Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with thanksgiving.”

“Persevere/devote oneself to/ continue in/ keep company with/be a personal attendant with prayer, watch/be alert/keep awake in this in/with thanksgiving.”

Colossians 1:3 “We thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ always praying concerning you.”

Prayer begins the major body of the letter, and prayer concludes the main body of the letter. Thanksgiving is the tone of that prayer in the beginning of the letter and it is how the praying should be maintained at the closing of the letter! The main content of the Christian life seems to be the rich combination of prayer with thanksgiving, and thankful prayers.

I really like the meanings with how we should approach prayer-conversation with God, seeking to be in relationship with God or as Luther says in the Large Catechism, ‘because God commands that we SHOULD pray because God desires to hear our prayers!

We are encouraged to:

Persevere, plug on, keep at it, keep trying at it again and again, the more the merrier!

Devote ourselves to it, make it a priority, seek to make it our habit, our rule, our daily ritual for meaning in our life.

Continue in it, walk in it, endure with it, build a life around it

Be a personal attendant with it, care for it diligently and intentionally.

“Keeping alert in it/ watching for it with thanksgiving.”

‘Gregoreo’ has the feel to a watchman on the walls of a fort scanning the horizon for what may be approaching. There is a purpose to that watching, and there is an excitement and engagement about that watching!

There is a watching, an attentiveness to our praying as if there is an expectation, as if there is a looking to see what is coming or WHO is coming to us from such praying!

And again it is done with thanksgiving. Thankfulness for what God has already done impacts one’s prayers; thankfulness for one’s blessings always impacts one’s prayers; thankfulness for talents given and purpose given always impacts prayers; thankfulness for an opportunity to make a difference impacts prayers; thankfulness for what God can do impacts prayers; thankfulness for the gift of one’s neighbor impacts prayer.

For what are you thankful this day? For whom are you persevering as an ambassador for Christ? For what reason do you take the watch in your prayers?

Monday through Friday, I eagerly WATCH for 3:30pm so I can call my wife or hope for a call from her! I look forward to hearing from her, talking with her, sharing the day’s joys and concerns with her. HOW MUCH MORE then does the bridegroom of the church desire the same from us!

How I adore my daughter to say, “Dad, let’s go for a walk and just talk.” HOW MUCH MORE then does our heavenly Father desire the same from us.

