WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesdays.

    

TEXT FOR TODAY: COLOSSIANS 4:6

Colossians 4: [6] Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer every one. 


PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, in response to the rich young ruler’s words, you looked upon him with love and challenged him to follow. May I hear your same gracious word for my life, seasoned with salt, to bring healing and joy in serving you. I ask for a listening and attentive ear, a welcoming countenance, a respectful attitude that others may see in me an honoring of them that flows from your love for me. Give to me a loving heart, a kind regard, a quick and gentle wit, a vibrant faith and confidence in you, that I may have a gracious word to speak to another this day as your ambassador. Hear my prayer this day especially for _______________. Amen. 

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

This is one of my guiding verses for my own Christian living day in and day out!! Its partner for me is from Philippians 2:3 “Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourself.”

I find that the verse from Philippians helps me in my regard and approach to another.

This verse from Colossians 4:6 helps me in my response to another.

“Let your word always be gracious/pleasing, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer everyone.”

Now I like the way Ephesians perhaps expands this verse in the following way:

“Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful for building up, as there is need, so that your words may give grace to those who hear. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God with which you were marked with a seal for the day of redemption. Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and slander, together with all malice, and be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you.” [4:29-32]

My, how I need to work at this!! “Always let your word be gracious!”

“Let there be grace in your word.” “Let the word you speak reflect regard and favor for the other, even if it be seasoned with salt.”

My enemy dare not speak a word of challenge; my friend, whom I know loves me, may speak a word of challenge in love and I may hear him/her.

I believe words are like the story of the bet made between the wind and the sun about who could make the man take off his coat. The wind blew and blew against the man, but the man just held his coat tighter and tighter. The sun gently warmed him more and more and the man willingly took off his coat.

“Let your word always be gracious.” There is a regard, a kindness, a respect, a building up, a welcome, a joy, an honoring, a seeing the other as one’s better that brings a graciousness to one’s words.

Now this is more than ‘proverbial wisdom’ in how to get ahead in life! This is about a word to be shared in the faith of the Lord. This verse is to the Letter of Colossians what the following verse is to the Letter of I Peter: “Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence.”

It is how to speak as an Ambassador for Christ, with a gracious word, ‘seasoned with salt.’ 

Salt in the ancient world was used to season things, to give them a vibrant taste! The word of grace will bring joy!

Salt was used to preserve things, to keep them from going bad, as in salting meat. The word of grace might preserve the one who receives such a word!

Salt, though it stung, was a cleanser for healing. The very word that would sting, spoken in love, might bring healing.

“So that you might know how you ought to answer everyone.”

No exceptions are listed here! Everyone deserves the gracious word from us, just as everyone [including me!] needs the gracious word of God’s favor!

And notice that the word used here is ‘how to answer’. This has everything to do with one’s response to another’s word, another’s question, another’s wrestling, another’s fear, another’s anxiety, another’s grief. It is seeking to be available for another.

That is hard in a busy, busy world with more and more hectic a schedule.

The unspoken verse is how the gracious word may indeed lead then to dialogue, to new understanding, to hearing of another’s life and tragedies and joys, to a sharing of faith, to a new beginning, to a place of seeing hope where there had only been despair.

The angry word will tend to lead to cut off, rejection, more anger.  The pessimistic word will lead to cynicism, despair, giving up.

But the gracious word may lead to healing, reconciliation, hope, and new beginnings.

I thank you for your partnership in the gospel, for the many vibrant ways you are ambassadors for the very presence of Jesus Christ for others. May YOUR word be gracious as it brings the WORD, Jesus Christ, to another.

