WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesdays.

    

TEXT FOR TODAY: COLOSSIANS 4: 7-9

Colossians 4: [7] Tych'icus will tell you all about my affairs; he is a beloved brother and faithful minister and fellow servant in the Lord. [8] I have sent him to you for this very purpose, that you may know how we are and that he may encourage your hearts, [9] and with him Ones'imus, the faithful and beloved brother, who is one of yourselves. They will tell you of everything that has taken place here. 

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Almighty God, I give thanks that you have raised the very life that was laid down for the sake of us all in triumphing over Sin, Evil, and Death! Send me as your ambassador this day, like Tychicus, as a bearer of good news and encouragement! Hear my prayers this day for ____________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on()

Tychicus plays two wonderful roles for Paul and the church! First of all, he makes known all the things that are going on concerning Paul. Tychicus will be the bringer of news about Paul; he will be the communicator of what is going on. I need to be a better Tychicus in this same way! I need to be telling more and more what is happening throughout this church within the synod, across the ELCA, around the world! Trying my best to share ALL the things that are going on! How to tell about 164 congregations, 8 vibrant institutions, 28 ELCA colleges, 8 seminaries, 145 outdoor ministry camps and conferences centers, one of the largest non-profit service networks in the country in Lutheran Services of America, hundreds of schools and pre-schools, hundreds of missionaries and volunteer missionaries, 132 Lutheran Churches of more than 60 million Lutherans around the world, Lutheran Disaster Response, Lutheran World Relief, Lutheran World Hunger Response, hundreds of military chaplains and federal chaplains; it is hard to begin telling the news of what is going on in the church. I haven’t even begun talking ecumenically around the commonwealth, nation, and world!!!

Maybe Paul has it right; Tychicus is to come talking about what is happening to Paul, one person in Christ! Or better, maybe Tychicus comes talking about Christ in one person, Paul! Those stories of faith are powerful!

The second role that Tychicus plays is to bring ‘paraklesis!’ He comes as one to bring encouragement, exhortation, comfort, challenge, and blessing! He comes to build up the church with encouraging news. We need more and more of these messengers who come building up the church, bringing encouraging news about the faith of others out there in the life of the church!

No wonder Paul calls this one, this Tychicus, a “beloved brother, a faithful minister, and a fellow slave in the Lord!” Certainly you love having such a brother around! Certainly there is a faithfulness in a ministry of building up and communication! Certainly it is a reminder that a slave of Christ is often to be about building up the church!

Now I know that there are plenty of times when a messenger is to be about more than that in the bearing of news, but here in these verses the ministry seems to be about building up and encouraging and communicating. Let’s at least enjoy the moment!!

See how Paul is sending Tychicus to encourage their hearts, bless their hearts!

And he comes with Onesimus (whose name means ‘useful’ after all!), a faithful and beloved brother, who is from Colossae!! (If you want to know more about him, look him up in Philemon!! You will notice that Paul does NOT speak of him as a ‘fellow slave’ here!! Find out why in Philemon!) Onesimus is also to ‘make known to them’ what is happening here!!

Ah, Paul has made sure that he has sent three witnesses to confirm the truth. Tychicus, Onesimus, and the Paraclete, the Holy Spirit!

In this coming day with the first week of Easter, may we come ready to be messengers of good news and encouragement as ambassadors of the crucified and risen Lord!! I am sure it will cause YOU to be a most beloved, faithful, partner in the Lord for those who rejoice to see you coming!

