WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesdays.

    

TEXT FOR TODAY: COLOSSIANS 4:10-11

Colossians 4: [10] Aristar'chus my fellow prisoner greets you, and Mark the cousin of Barnabas (concerning whom you have received instructions -- if he comes to you, receive him), [11] and Jesus who is called Justus. These are the only men of the circumcision among my fellow workers for the kingdom of God, and they have been a comfort to me.
PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your crucified and risen Son! Look with compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and through our struggle and confusion work to accomplish your purpose on earth; in that, in your good time, all nations and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne. Send us as your ambassadors this day, and hear us as we pray for ___________________-. Amen.

(prayer for ‘the human family’ LBW page 44)

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

I have LOVED these verses!! Seriously! They are GREAT!

In all my years of reading and learning Colossians, I have skipped over this part of the letter. Who CARES about a bunch of names at the end!! Let’s stick with the theology!

But hey! We’re finishing a Bible study on Colossians sooooooooo let’s do the closing too...…yippee….oh that will be fun too.

“Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you with respect and honor, as does Mark the cousin of Barnabas, concerning whom you have received instructions—if he comes to you, welcome/receive him.”

Aristarchus? I never noticed his name before...till now. But go back to Acts 19:21-41. There is a riot that takes place in Ephesus because Paul is convincing people not to buy idols. Demetrius, an idol maker, stirs up a riot against Paul. They come after Paul grabbing two of Paul’s traveling companions, Gaius and Aristarchus! Fortunately they are not hurt in the riot, but these two are mentioned by name as traveling with Paul through these difficult times.

Then in the Acts 20:4, we hear that Paul decides not to go to Syria because of hearing of a plot to kill him there. Instead, Paul decides to travel through Macedonia. A list of travelers accompany him and again we hear that Aristarchus from Thessalonica is with Paul!

There’s more!

In Acts 27:2 Paul is sailing to Rome as a prisoner of the state. “Embarking on a ship of Adramyttium that was about to set sail to the ports along the cost of Asia, we put to sea, accompanied by Aristarchus, a Macedonian from Thessaloniaca.”

And then as the letter of Philemon in Colossae is closing we read that Aristarchus is sending his greetings to Philemon as a fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus!

According to the book of Acts, Colossians, and Philemon this is no fair weather friend but a companion of Paul who is with him through thick AND thin, preaching tours, riots, prisons, ship voyages on stormy seas, crossing through a great variety of cultures and countries!!

And he is a ‘fellow prisoner’. We don’t know if he was arrested as a Christian or whether he was arrested for hanging around Paul or whether he was in prison caring for Paul who was the only prisoner.

Paul describes him as a prisoner with him, a fellow prisoner.

I’ll bet we’ll never fully appreciate enough what the presence of Aristarchus meant for the effectiveness of Paul’s travels, preaching, confidence, morale to keep on going. He may have been to Paul what ‘Sam’ the hobbit is for ‘Frodo’ the hobbit in the Lord of the Rings, that companion who will not abandon but who sees his mission in life to walk beside and care for and lift up the mission of the other.

How does one measure the courage, strength of character, humbleness, faithfulness, importance, rarity, and treasure of such a person for a movement, a mission to happen? Every movement, every new start, every mission, every campaign needs an Aristarchus, depends upon the heart and willing hands and golden words of support of an Aristarchus!

I thought this verse was an add on, but instead, it is a powerful reminder to me to be such a role in the life of my spouse, my daughter, my work in serving the many pastors and congregations and CEO’s of this synod. Seeking to walk with them through their mission, joining in their fray, enjoying the joys of their successes, being in relationship with him is a noble and worthy enough calling.

AND! Notice that Mark, the cousin of Barnabas is also mentioned in this same verse AND did you know that Mark is mentioned also in the final greetings in the letter to Philemon? I hadn’t ever noticed THAT before!!

If you go back to Acts 15:37, you remember, “Barnabas wanted to take with them John called. Mark. But Paul decided not to take with them one who had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not accompanied them in the work. The disagreement became so sharp that they parted company; Barnabas took Mark with him, and sailed away to Cyprus.”

Now in this letter’s closing, Paul is asking the Colossians to welcome Mark! It would seem that the apostle that speaks to being an ambassador of God’s ministry and message of reconciliation in Acts 5:20 has indeed come to some reconciliation of his own!

This is a message for me in my work within the life of the church and within all my relationships! To be in the ministry of reconciliation, I must be also be a minister of reconciliation myself. Paul has let his walk match his talk. It calls me to confession in all the places where I have not been such an ambassador for reconciliation.

The distrust has disappeared, and Paul is asking the Colossians to receive Mark as coming from Paul’s own heart.

“And Jesus who is called Justus greets you.” If I were a preacher (and some would say I am) I would first dwell on the holiness of God with us and the holiness, therefore, of the name of Jesus, that rather than be called by the same name, he was called Justus. Just as the Hebrews did not mention the name of God, but called him instead, Adonai, ‘Lord,’ is this why Justus is not called Jesus?

Secondly, I would also then look to the Christian living of Justus to his family and neighbor and speak of its life as so faithful that the crucified and risen Jesus could, indeed, be called ‘Justus’ because this one was such an ambassador that he re-presents Jesus in his life.

“Jesus who is called Justus.”

“These are the only ones of the circumcision among my co-workers for the kingdom of God, and they have been a comfort to me.”

This sentence is significant to me. Paul writes the letters of Galatians and Philippians against those who have insisted that circumcision be an essential part of being Christian. Even in this very letter to the Colossians, Paul does not lift up circumcision at all, but rather, speaks to the ‘spiritual circumcision of Christ.’ Yet, Paul continues to travel with circumcised and uncircumcised Christians as a sign of the new kingdom in Jesus Christ. Paul will not allow circumcision to be a barrier to keep one from baptism; Paul will not allow circumcision to be a sign of greater OR lesser faith! Rather, “It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.” (Galatians) “I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection.” (Philippians) But Paul includes both within his traveling fellowship so that none may be excluded, at least, in his presence. And note, that in this letter he is asking the Colossians to welcome ‘circumcised’ Mark, the foreign Jew in Gentile Colossae if he should come to them.

The oneness they share is in Christ alone.

There is MUCH for me to learn from these three saints, two verses, and one apostle as an ambassador of Christ!

