WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesdays.

    

TEXT FOR TODAY: COLOSSIANS 4:14-17
Colossians 4: [14] Luke the beloved physician and Demas greet you. 
[15] Give my greetings to the brethren at La-odice'a, and to Nympha and the church in her house. [16] And when this letter has been read among you, have it read also in the church of the La-odice'ans; and see that you read also the letter from La-odice'a. [17] And say to Archip'pus, "See that you fulfil the ministry which you have received in the Lord." 


PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, hear my prayer this day for the church that I know and cherish, for those whom I remember in love to you by name. Strengthen them with your healing, keep them from turning away from light and life to sin and death, guard them from the cares of this world, forgive them their sin. Hear my prayer for those within my own home, for their growth in faith. And for all those whom I name and pray for, send me as your ambassador this day in word and deed. Hear my prayers for ________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

It is in Colossians that Luke is referred to as ‘the beloved physician.’

In Colossians, Demas, who is with Paul, sends his greetings. In II Timothy 4:12, however, Paul is entreating Timothy to come, “for Demas, in love with this present world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica.”


It seems that even in the zeal of the early church, even walking with Paul, there were those lured away in their ‘love for the world.’ I pray that in the midst of all my privileges, opportunities, and blessings, that I, too, will not be lured away in a new found ‘love for the world.’ How much more so for Demas in a context of prison and hardship!!

But we should really note in these verses: ‘and to Nympha and the church in her house!’

This is the only absolutely clear reference in the New Testament’s early church to a woman bringing leadership to the church; she houses the church in her home. She may be a widow, because there is no mention of her husband. Aquilla and Priscilla share leadership together, and some texts have a feminine Phoebe as the deacon in Romans 16, but here the vast texts leave it clear that Nympha houses the church in her home!


And it is interesting to note that alongside Nympha in this letter to the Colossians is the letter to Philemon who is housing the church in HIS home in Colossae!! The implication of the verse is that Nympha is housing the church in Laodicea. She and the flock in Laodicea are the very ones that Paul has not met face to face but is struggling so hard for them as well! (Colossians 2:1) So the verse continues: ‘And when this letter (to the Colossians) has been read (in Philemon’s house) among you, have it read also in the church of the Laodiceans (in Nympha’s house!).

“And see that you read also the letter from Laodicea” (Read the letter I sent to Nympha’s house in Philemon’s house!)

It is a shame that while we got the letter to Philemon and to the Colossians, we don’t have the letter to Nympha. (I suspect this is just another example of the superiority of a woman over the man. You see, the letter of the Colossians and Philemon which was then shared with Nympha and the Laodiceans was SAVED! The letter to Nympha which was surely shared with Philemon, the man, GOT LOST!....ahhhhhhh well.)

There are those who believe that in the early church women had leadership roles. They believe that this may have made the Gentile world nervous about Christians, and so the second generation letters like Colossians, Ephesians, I & II Timothy, Titus tended then to have ‘rules of the household’ where the clarity of roles and authority were articulated. Isn’t it interesting that yet, within this letter is the only clear reference to a woman housing the church in her home!

What I also notice as a parent and spouse however, is the direction about ‘paying attention to the church that is in your house’. I, too, need to be ever mindful about the Christians living and staying and conversing and eating in my house. How am I an ambassador of Christ for them? How am I seeking to proclaim the Christ, to teach and admonish in such a way that I present those within my home as mature and fully assured in the Lord! Lots of prayer, to be sure, but also lots of time and effort, lots of walking with and listening to, lots of patience, and lots of times of speaking about the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ in one’s own life.

“And say to Archippus, ‘See that you complete the task that you have received in the Lord.”  The Greek word for ‘task’ is actually ‘diakonei’ the ‘ministry’ you have received in the Lord. Just as Paul has his ministry, so he has used this letter to lift up the ministry of Epaphras at the beginning. Now as he closes he lifts up Archippus with his ministry. One scholar I read speaks to the Christian community dealing with the loss of St. Paul and lifting up the names of those who might be leaders to take up the leadership. So Epaphras and Archippus, Tychicus, Aristarchus, Mark, Nympha are lifted up. As Paul has the ministry of the mystery, so Epaphras is a faithful minister, so Archippus is to complete, fulfill the ministry that he has received in the Lord.

If the scholar is right, this last verse is about the new generation taking up the faith for the next generation. This verse is an echo from II Timothy 1, “Hold to the standard of sound teaching that you heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us.”

It is up to each generation to fight the good fight of faith, to persevere in the tradition of faith, to speak for the life that is in Jesus Christ. It was true for Paul, who raised up the next generation of Timothy, Epaphras, Tychicus, Aristarchus, Archippus, Onesimus, Philemon, Lydia, and Nympha.  Each generation of faith up to my parents and probably your parents and mentors who lived and shared the faith with you and me. It is now up to me to share the faith, teach the faith, proclaim the faith, serve the faith, support the faith, worship in faith, and in so doing to pass on the treasure entrusted to us to my daughter and her generation as an Ambassador for Christ.

