WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesdays.

    

TEXT FOR TODAY: COLOSSIANS 4: 3-4

Colossians 4: [3] and pray for us also, that God may open to us a door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ, on account of which I am in prison, [4] that I may make it clear, as I ought to speak. 

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, I begin this day grateful for the many blessings that have come from you for all things came into being through you. In this Lenten walk, I give thanks for my baptism, your death and resurrection, your life given fully to me, your promise that nothing shall separate me from the love of God through you, your Spirit sealing me as a child of God. I pray that I hear you knocking at the door of my heart. As your ambassador this day, I pray that you would open doors for me that I might speak your word of life to my child, my spouse, my colleague, my neighbor. Give me the courage to watch for those openings; give me the love and wisdom not to try to break down doors in your name but to remain at hand knocking. Hear my prayers this day for _______________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J) 

“At the same time pray also for us”

Well first of all, have you ever just received a letter and immediately prayed for the one who sent it? You might offer a series of petitions from your mail everyday!

Paul asks for the church to remember him in prayer, to lift him up, to remind them of how important it is for both sides of a relationship, every relationship, to hold one another up in prayer! In my praying TO GOD for the other, I begin to see my relationship with the other through the life of our Lord Jesus and that relationship begins to be shaped more and more by the life of Jesus. I see the other in the relationship through the eyes of my Lord Jesus.

“that God may open a door for the word to speak the mystery of Christ, on account of which I am imprisoned.”

Notice the twist in this imagery. Paul is locked in prison and he is asking for God to open a door for the word to speak the mystery of Christ!

I also remember Jesus saying, “I am the door’ in John 10:1. The ‘word become flesh’ is the ‘door’.  That door, Jesus Christ, when he is ‘hung’ on the hinges of the cross, hung between heaven and  earth, will open up the forgiveness and hope and life of heaven into the earth even while granting access for our confession of our bondage to sin, evil, and death and need for hope and life to ascend to heaven!

But this morning, I find myself focusing on the image of ‘God opening a door for the word to speak the mystery of Christ.’ I think of Pastor Paul Walters, knocking on thousands of doors in Massaponax, Virginia. I know HE prays for God to open a door for the word to speak the mystery of Christ to those within! I think of many congregations who feel locked in by location or by their way of doing things that they would pray that God would open a door for the word to speak the mystery of Christ to their community. I think of many people whose relationships have been broken asunder who fear that connections have been totally lost forever because of what has happened or what has been said---how they would long for God to open a door for the word to speak the mystery of Christ. I know of VERY hurting people reeling, crushed by awful things that have happened within their life and the absence of God is powerfully real—how I which God would open a door for the word to speak about the mystery of Christ in the midst of their suffering and their anger with God this day. There are many conditions, addictions, fears, occasions, situations that imprison us, hold us in, cut us off, isolate us. Paul asks for others to pray for his situation that God would open a door NOT TO FREE HIM, but to give him opportunity to speak a word of freedom to OTHERS who need a word about the mystery of Christ. 

The mystery about the icon of the God we cannot see. The mystery who is the treasure about the knowledge of God who is hidden from us.

I also think of the text from Revelation of Jesus saying to the lukewarm church Laodicea, “Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking, if you hear my voice and open the door, I will come into you and eat with you and you with me.”

“so that I may reveal it clearly, as I should.”

There is the prayer for right words or opportunities to speak with my child, my spouse, my relative, my neighbor, my colleague, the person I greet each day at the fast food or mini-market about the mystery of Christ. There is the prayer for a door to be opened for such an important occasion. I pray that for you; you pray that for me.

Then there are the absolute catastrophes of this life. There is often a need for listening presence over a speaking presence. For the night of grief I don’t have the right words; I don’t understand the fullness of the mystery of the workings of God in Christ in this world. Nor is it the time for attempting words when cries and tears are the most appropriate. Weeping lingers in the night; there will come a dawn of hope and in the early rays of that dawn conversations about God will be appropriate. I pray for those in their times of great loss, anger, lamentations. I pray for all of you that for the hurting ones after much presence and listening and praying and loving, that God will open a door that the mystery of Christ might be spoken to them. Pray that for me as well. 

Part of the scandal of the cross and the gospel is speaking a word of the gospel’s hope and healing when it seems most foolish to do so. There the word becomes announcement and foolishness when placed against the wisdom of this world.

Paul prays in all of these settings that God would open a door for the word to speak the mystery of Christ. I pray for that for you this day; I ask you to pray for me as well.

