WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesdays.

    
TEXT FOR TODAY: COLOSSIANS 4: 5

Colossians 4: [5] Conduct yourselves wisely toward outsiders, making the most of the time. 

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, you are the wisdom of my life. You have taught me that God is not against me but for me, even though much of this life seems to disagree with that. You have taught me that if an earthly father will not give a snake to a child asking for an egg, HOW MUCH MORE does our heavenly father love us! But that is not always easy to believe in this hard world with sin, evil, and death that seem so chaotic and strong. You have taught me of the Father’s love through your emptying yourself, teaching and healing, suffering and dying on the cross in order that through you we might know forgiveness and of the life that overcomes this world rising to new life. Teach me to walk in your wisdom with those that I love and with those I do not know at this time. In your love for the ‘outsider’ you made me your own. Send me as your ambassador to those who seem to me to be ‘outsiders’ but who are deeply loved by you. Hear my prayers this day for ___________________. Amen. 

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

“Asking that you be filled with all spiritual wisdom” 1:9

“Teaching everyone in all wisdom in order that we may present everyone mature in Christ” 1:28

“Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom” 2:3

“Teach and admonish one another in all wisdom” 3:16

Now in this verse, “In wisdom, walk to those outside, making the most of this time.” In Colossians, ‘wisdom’ only appears in connection with God and Christ. It is not used in any way with describing the alternative ways of walking or behaving or believing. Christ is where the treasure of wisdom is hidden; therefore, we are to teach the wisdom of Christ in order to present everyone mature in Christ. We should teach and admonish one another in the wisdom of Christ. Paul would ask that you be filled with the wisdom of Christ.

Now in the wisdom of Christ walk to those ‘outside’ the community of faith. It is ‘walking to those’ as your destination-they are your direction. It is also the sense of walking in the same way as we were told to ‘walk’ to ‘live’ in Christ. We do not just live among the community of Christ; we walk/live among those who watch us, and we are sent to those outside the community to walk among them in the wisdom of Christ.

In the book of Acts  [8:29] the Spirit sends Phillip to ‘walk in wisdom’ beside the chariot of an Ethiopian eunuch. As he runs up and ‘joins’ this man who is an ‘outsider’, lo and behold he discovers the man is reading from the book of Isaiah OUT LOUD!! We can sure be fooled by those outsiders!! We think they are uninterested or so far from the kingdom and they are wrestling with their lives and where God is or is not in their lives. Philip asks, “Do you understand what you are reading?” The Ethiopian eunuch replies, “How can I unless someone guides me down the road!” That is a neat way to understand ‘walking in wisdom’!!  I love this story because the sharing of faith takes place by Philip being told by the Holy Spirit to walk beside this man down his road. Walking beside your neighbor, colleague, friend down their road will invariably provide those conversations where what is central to one’s understanding of life is shared. ‘Walking in wisdom’ is meant to be side by side with others, insiders and outsiders.

I am not sure what that means for you today among your colleagues, neighbors, maybe even among your family, but Paul says to make the most of the time! And the time is ‘kairos’ time, that is, this is special time. 

I DO understand that spending ANY time with my wife is MOST special! I should indeed make the most of it!! Like it was a 25th anniversary!! 

Paul says that our time with the ‘outsider’ is to be special time too. With the ‘outsider’ we should walk and teach in wisdom too.  

If ‘outsider’ means ‘non-Christian’ that number seems to be growing with each census. If ‘outsider’ means a Christian ‘unconnected’ or ‘disconnected’ from the church, that number has really grown over the past couple of decades. If we mean ‘outsider’ as a new arrival to Virginia, that number is going up every year! With all of these, walk in wisdom, as a goal to our walking.

After all, we ARE ambassadors for Christ! We have been given the ministry of reconciliation, entrusted with the message of reconciliation for God is making God’s appeal through us!...For God made him to be sin who knew no sin in order that we might become the righteousness of God through him. In order that we might walk in wisdom among those who are ‘outside’ watching, listening, living, and maybe even wondering about the joy you seem to have about your walk/life.

