WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesdays.

    

TEXT FOR TODAY: COLOSSIANS 4:18

Colossians 4: [18] I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. Remember my fetters. Grace be with you. 



PRAYER FOR TODAY:  Lord Jesus, remember us in our bondage to sin this day, even as we remember you this day as the very one who has rescued us from the very real powers of sin, evil, and death. O Lord, you have claimed us as your own in our baptism, you have forgiven us through your holy meal, and you have promised to be with us in our daily walk of faith, “Lo, I am with you always.” Be with me today, as I seek to be your ambassador. Fill me with the power of your Spirit that I may be a minister and messenger of your reconciliation to the world. Hear my prayers this day for ___________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

Those who believe that Colossians is a ‘second generation’ letter written in honor of Paul or to churches that honored the Pauline tradition point out that the beginning of 4:18 is identical to I Corinthians 16:21

“I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand.” The writer is borrowing a closing from an ‘authentic’ letter of Paul.

They will also point out that the reference to Paul asking to be remembered ‘in chains’ is a powerful way of honoring this martyr of the faith. Just as the letter has sought to lift up the next generation of leaders in Epaphras, Tychicus, Archippus for the communities of Asia Minor, so it has also sought to rekindle the admiration and faith of Paul, its founder in the faith of Jesus Christ.

They also point out the terseness of the ending, which is a bit shorter than usual in its ending. “Grace be with you.”

Those who believe Colossians to have been written by Paul point out its authenticity by noting that Paul closes Colossians in exactly the same way as I Cor. 16:21!

They point out the reference to ‘being in chains/bonds’ as a sign of his being in prison bearing out the truth of his apostleship as he does in II Corinthians. They also point out that in the ending to Galatians, Paul writes, “From now on, let no one make trouble for me; for I carry the marks of Jesus branded on my body.”

As for the short ending, it closes with what Paul would want to make sure his people heard, ‘grace.’

What I have loved about Colossians is a letter written to those who seek to believe in a setting where many religious practices and beliefs are being imposed as ‘true expressions’. Here in this setting, Paul has then pointed to the centrality of Jesus as the true icon of the God we cannot see and gives us an early creed or hymn that calls us to focus upon Christ as the head and to cling to him alone. His commission is to make this Word of God more fully in order that he may warn, teach in all wisdom, so that he may present everyone mature in Christ. Jesus Christ is the treasure of all spiritual knowledge and wisdom and insight and not religious practices that give the appearance of wisdom.

Thank you for your walking with me through Colossians. This has helped me to remain in the study of scripture, and I am grateful for your patience and endurance and company!!

I intend to move to Galatians next. I will be sending out Luther’s Preface to Galatians, and then I will send out Luther’s Introduction to the Letter to the Galatians.

Then I will begin Galatians the first Friday in June.

In this interim time I will be involved with the family celebrations of my daughter’s graduation from medical school and wedding within 6 days!!!! So I will be taking the last two weeks of May off to enjoy this family time to the fullest!! SO, please forgive the break here......you can, of course, go ahead and begin reading Galatians in the interim, you know!!

