WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.
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TEXT FOR TODAY: COLOSSIANS 1:19-20

Colossians 1: [19] For in him all the fulness of God was pleased to dwell, [20] and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.

PRAYER FOR TODAY: "Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God: You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy
One, you alone are the Lord! You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in the glory of God the Father." It is so. It is so. Make peace in my heart, O Lord. Make peace in your world, O Lord, even if it mean
bringing down my throne and all that I love that would oppose the coming of your kingdom. Uphold me by your grace, lift me by your forgiveness, raise me to new
life. Send me as your ambassador this day, not merely to talk about you, but to talk of you. For in so doing, I may through the power of your Spirit bring your very presence into the life of anotherâ€¦.like my child, my friend, or even a
strangerâ€¦â€¦your child, your friend. Hear my prayer this day for
____________________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

"so that in him all the fullness [of God] was pleased/took delight in to dwell and through him [God was pleased] to reconcile all things, making peace
through the blood of his cross, through him whether things upon the earth or things in the heavens!!"

This Greek verb, 'eudokew', can mean, 'to be pleased with', 'to take delight in', 'to find pleasure in.' It is the verb used in the baptism of Jesus where God says, "This is my Son in whom I am well pleased!" God is well pleased here
in this text to have all the fullness of deity dwell in Christ, his Son!! (It may also be a hint of how pleased God is at each baptism, including yours, where God is pleased to welcome you into the love and joy of 'the family business'!!)

And note that it isn't just the 'fullness' of God that dwells, but 'ALL the fullness'!! Now how do you get, "all the fullness', 'all the completeness' of God?" It is a way that Colossians seeks to state what the Nicene Creed confesses with awe and joy in the second article of the creed, "God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, of one Being with the Father!"

So God is just plum tickled, delighted, well pleased to have all the fullness of God dwell in Jesus, his Son!

(Later in Colossians 2:9 we will hear Paul say, "For in him the whole fullness of the deity dwells bodily!")

THEN!! or as in the movie,  My Cousin Vinnie,, his fiancÃ©e says from the witness stand, "No! Dere's Moah!"

The hymn moves ONCE AGAIN from IN HIM to THROUGH HIM!!

"and through him [God was pleased} to reconcile all things to himself, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace by means of the blood
of the cross!!"

I must confess that I really like the New Revised Standard Version's
translation to use the interpreter's gloss to make sure we see that "God is pleased" to have all the fullness dwell and 'was pleased' to reconcile all things through him!!

It seems that even God has a Reconciliation Act to deal with as well!!! But God uses God's Reconciliation Act to turn all his attention to rescue those FAR less fortunate, FAR less deserving, FAR smaller in worth or stature, except
that God has deep, profound, fathomless love and concern for their/our plight/circumstances!! (How well we and even Congress might pay attention to this verse.) In fact, Paul uses the verb "eireineipoieo" to create a compound verb,
"makingpeace!" It is the only occurrence in the New Testament, but a noun, 'peacemaker' occurs in the Beatitudes of Matthew 5, "Blessed are the peacemakers."

Here the idea is God bringing a war, bringing an enmity, bringing a hostility to an end! And in the next verse we see with whom the war was happening!! "And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds!!"

It is OUR war AGAINST God that God is making peace!!!  HOW??????? "through
the blood of his cross!!"

There is a 'fallen hero' at Golgotha! There is an insurrection happening against God, and you and I from time to time help to fund it, to take part in it!! Remember from the Lord's Prayer, the Small Catechism's explanation, "God's
will is done when he hinders and defeats every evil scheme and purpose of the devil, the world, and our sinful self, which would prevent us from keeping his name holy and WOULD OPPOSE THE COMING OF HIS KINGDOM!" (You see, there is open rebellion!!! It's the Lord of the Rings and we in our sin are part of the Ors!!)

But! "through him God was pleased to reconcile ALL things upon earth and in the heavens by Christ making peace on account of his blood on the cross!"

There is a terrible cost and toll for our sin, the blood of his cross.  The cross is the harsh political death of the terrorist, it is the expedient death of the troublemaker, it is the unjust but necessary death of the voiceless one, the poor peasant with no one to speak for him, it is the cruel just desserts
for anyone in our world who would truly act to confer goodness and welcome to the bad and the needy of this world by those who stand to lose a great deal
by having the social norms radically changed, who yet says to the one who asks about truth, "My kingdom is not from this world."

There is a war raging, not so easily identifiable between good and evil nations or even between good and evil people; it is a war really raging between the saint and sinner within me, between my knowing I live by grace, as a gracious
gift of God, as I seek to give glory to God's Name and to secure my neighbor's life for the glory of God versus MY desire to have all things, including God, revolve around me and work to secure myself and what I love and to give
glory to MY Name.

Perhaps it is true not only for me, but for all things upon the earth and in the heavens.

There you have a wonderful hymn that says in effect:

1 Christ is the true icon who opens up/reveals the heart of God.

2 Through Christ and in Christ all things of creation were made and they were made through him and for him, for Christ is the firstborn of creation!

3 In him all things hold together and find their proper place.

4 He is the head of the body, his Church!

5 The Son and the Father are One in purpose, love, and essence!

6 In Christ all the fullness of God dwells and through Christ all things are reconciled through the blood of his cross, for Christ is the firstborn from the dead, the new creation!

I'll sing to that!!


