WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

    
TEXT FOR TODAY: COLOSSIANS 1:26-28

Colossians 1: [26] the mystery hidden for ages and generations but now made manifest to his saints. [27] To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. [28] Him we proclaim, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man mature in Christ.

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, in this Christmas season we remember with joy that you came that you might present to us the very heart and love of the One we cannot see! You came not to be served, but to serve! So may I make your Word more fully known! May I proclaim, warn, and teach others this day! May I seek to stand beside others serving in your Name in the hope that they may stand before you mature in faith. Send me as your ambassador this day. Hear my 
prayers especially for ___________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

What a WONDERFUL text to begin 2006!!!!!

First of all, I pray for you a most joy-filled 2006! I pray that you may come to know in Christ Jesus the breadth, length, height, and depth of the Father's love, that you may know the love of Christ Jesus that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with the very fullness of God!!!!! (paraphrase of Ephesians 3:18-19)

And this prayer and wish of mine for you is not that far from the 
proclamation of these verses!!

Do you remember our verse 25's ending? 

"to make the word (logos) of God fully known"

And that word will absolutely fill you up to overflowing, like a fountain of living water, bubbling with life and hope because the divine has come to reveal the rescuing love that delivers us from the powers of evil and death and even our own willing and unwilling participation in the power of sin!!

It is he whom we proclaim, seeking to make the word about Jesus more fully known!

Now this is what we are about as ambassadors of Christ, God making his appeal through us!! This is our synod's vision; it is the metaphor, the calling, the picture for how we should approach the new day, as an ambassador of Christ! 

Verse 26 " appositive comma!!! , the mystery that has been hidden throughout the ages and generations BUT NOW has been revealed to his saints."


I am very grateful to Margaret MacDonald's commentary of Sacra Pagina who points out regarding the word, 'mystery':

"Those of Gentile background who received Colossians would have been familiar with the concept of 'mystery.' In the plural form the term is used to refer to the mystery cults of Greco-Roman society (the mysteries). Gentiles would not have been surprised by the notion that the mystery needed for salvation was hidden. The concept of mystery is also well attested in Jewish literature (here too the concept is often in the plural) and the use of the concept of mystery in Pauline literature is closely related to this usage. In Jewish literature God's secret purpose for Israel's destiny is called 'mystery'; the wise and the pious are sometimes granted a view of God's plan." In the New Testament the 
word appears 27 times; 20 of those times are in the Pauline letters!

The Greek word for 'mystery' or 'secret' is 'musteirion.' Let the 'u' become 
a 'y'. "mystery" I once heard Pastor Paul Henrickson preach about the Greek word, 'mystery'. He said that the word meant, 'that which takes your breath away…." Isn't that a great way to regard the mystery of Jesus the Christ?!! That the Son would empty himself and come among us, live and teach and heal among us, suffer, be rejected, scorned, denied, betrayed, crucified by us, die for us, be raised and ascended for us, send the Spirit for us….it just takes my breath away!

The mystery of God, the secret of God, hidden throughout the ages and 
generations BUT NOW has been revealed to his saints!

And the Greek verb for 'has been revealed' has other nuances/meanings such as: 'has been made known', 'has been shown', 'has been made evident'!!

In Galatians Paul will say, "But when the time (kairos) was right, God sent his Son!!"

(Rather than take 'ages and generations' in terms of 'eras' and 'centuries upon centuries' which is certainly meant here, I like a short take of it as well. I mean for right now, TODAY, throughout the ages in MY family's generation: my dad, 85, my sisters and brother, [ok, more middle aged!], me, 53, I hope and pray that the mystery, the word made fully known has NOT been hidden from my child, my nieces, and nephews!! Rather! I hope and pray that the mystery of 
God, the word HAS been made known, HAS been shown, HAS been revealed, HAS been made evident through the ambassador of a father, an uncle!!)

After the centuries, after the LOOOOOONGGGG times of the Old Testament, in the fullness of time, God sent his Son, TO MAKE KNOWN, TO BE THE SECRET BECOME EVIDENT, BECOME FLESH!!

And notice that it has been revealed to the saints that belong to him, to 
Christ Jesus and the Father of our Lord Jesus!!  OOOOHHHHHHHH I had the JOY of baptizing Jaqueline Mims, the daughter of Pastors Cathy and Scott Mims, on Dec. 18th!!  In those waters the mystery of the Word GOD chose to be made known to us all and especially to Jaqueline! Right before our eyes we watched the 
mystery, the hope of glory, which is Christ in you, actually HAPPEN right there given to, bestowed upon, poured over Jaqueline!! On Dec 18th, the kairos time was fulfilled/right to reveal the sign and promise that Jaqueline was one of 'his saints'!! And for her…..it is not a secret any longer!

"To them, God desired to make known how great are the riches [how great is the abundance!] of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory!" I tell you this mystery of God just poured over, gushed all OVER Jaqueline!!

"It is he whom we proclaim, warning every person and teaching every person in all wisdom in order that we may present every person mature in Christ!!"

Once again, Margaret MacDonald provides a wonderful insight into THIS verse. She points out the three verbs: 1 'to proclaim', 2 'to warn', and 3 'to teach' is a way of watching Paul write this letter of Colossians!! She writes, "1:1-25 proclaims Christ; 2:6-23 warns against false teachers; 3:1-4:6 teaches Christian living."

Now this is a pretty good verse for parents of a baptized child, "I charge 
you as parents of Jaqueline to proclaim the Christ, to warn and admonish your child, to teach and instruct your child, in order to present your child mature in Christ!!" No wonder Paul will say to the Corinthians that he is there spiritual Father!!

Perhaps it helps us more clearly see our own roles as parents, bishops 
[Luther called parents 'bishops' in their home!] ambassadors of Christ for our children!! It is also true of our colleagues at work or our neighbors, because among these 'Gentiles' how GREAT among them are the riches of this mystery!!!!!

And this mystery, "Christ in YOU!" or "Christ IN you!"  See how important memorizing or knowing in your heart scripture about the Christ, receiving the body and blood of Christ, taking in spoken words about Jesus from another Christian provides means of grace by which by the power of the Holy Spirit Christ is in you!

This is our common calling and goal as ambassadors together in this synod, "to proclaim every person, to warn/instruct/teach every person, to teach every person in order that we might present/stand by every person mature/fully grown up in Christ!!"

What a great few verse to re-orient ourselves for 2006!! We ARE ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through US, making the Word more fully known, being aware that the mystery is abundant among the 'Gentiles', proclaiming, warning, teaching in order that we might stand beside. Wow! What a privilege! …..my Lord……what a holy….. calling.

The intent of these verses to open our eyes with wonder at our calling reminds me of a poem:

“The Way to Teach”

And so

He let them have their games

Until the tide was fully out 


And when it was

He came upon the rocky beach 

A may-pole of a man

Among the shouting children

And bending down beside a magic pool


Peering in

He waited

Till a ring of faces gathered

At the edge of this attention

Then slowly reaching through the mirror

Gave a sea anemone


A punch

Who did what sea anemones will do

Quickly folding in

On what should have been a lunch


WOW!

He said---eyes popping

Then abruptly rising

but keeping in mind the length of his legs

Moved on up the beach


The children scrambling behind



With questions





-Ric Masten

