WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesdays.

    
TEXT FOR TODAY: COLOSSIANS 1:29
Colossians 1: [29] For this I toil, striving with all the energy which he mightily inspires within me. 

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, I am baptized! I remember that you have made me your own, joined me to your death and resurrection, breathed upon me your Holy Spirit, and promised me that nothing shall separate me from your love. Enable me this day to let my light so shine before others as your Ambassador that others may see these good works and glorify our Father who is in heaven. Hear my prayers this day for _________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

“For this I toil and struggle with all the energy that he powerfully inspires within me.”

“For this”

Now I believe “for this” is a VERY loaded ‘this’!!! It is for the prayers offered on behalf of the Colossians [1:9-12]!! It is for the ‘rescue of the Father who has transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son [1:13-14]!! It is for the hymn of who the Son is, the very icon of the God we cannot see [1:15-20]! It is for the difference this good news makes in our lives [1:21-23]!! It is for the difference it has made in PAUL’S life [1:23-25]!! It is for the mission about making the Word more fully known, teaching, warning others in order to present them mature before Jesus Christ [1:25-28]!!

“For ALL of this!!!!!”

“I toil and struggle”

These are two loaded verbs, too! The first Greek verb, ‘kopiao’, means to “work hard, labor, toil.” This work isn’t easy and quick; it is down in the trenches hard work that takes a LOOOOONNNNGGG time. This is toiling up and down hills and valleys; this is long suffering with all kinds of grief, frustration, doubt, opposition, roadblocks; this is real labor that empties one right into a manger and takes on rejection, betrayal, 39 lashes, a cross. It is work born out of ‘the sufferings for the sake of his body, which is the church.’ Now Paul finds himself ‘completing the afflictions of Christ.’ A number of commentators see the setting for this letter as written from a prison.

And the second Greek verb is “agonizomai”, that can mean “to struggle, fight, do one’s best, compete!” You can see the word, ‘agony’ in it! It is a struggle, a fight to do this work, as if you were Gandalf taking on the powers of the Ring, or Luke Skywalker taking on the Dark Side!

There is hard work, tough work, laborious work, dangerous work, troubling work, revolutionary work implied within these verbs!! This is not a walk in the park; this is a way of the cross.

And while on the one hand it is absolutely thrilling to hear the gospel and to leap forward to volunteer, there is also a sobering awareness that if it leads to new life it does so through a cross, through self-denial, through glorifying another’s Name and not one’s own! 

So Paul, the apostle, who lists his credentials in II Cor. 11:23-33, continues:

“I toil and struggle with all the energy that he so powerfully inspires within me.”

The Greek word here is “energeian”, and you can see the word ‘energy’ within this Greek word!!  Paul is saying that he is ABLE to do this labor, this toiling struggle BECAUSE of the divine ‘energy’ of “the supernatural working, power, energy, activity” of Christ within Paul!! 

Now Martin Luther will speak to the “alien righteousness”, the righteousness that comes from outside of him, externally proclaimed to him that fills him. Here Paul speaks to the ‘energy’, the divine working, activity at work within him!

Remember in Philippians 2:12 right after the Christ hymn in that letter: “Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your OWN salvation with fear and trembling; FOR IT IS GOD WHO IS AT WORK IN YOU, ENABLING YOU BOTH TO WILL AND TO WORK FOR HIS GOOD PLEASURE!”

“that he inspires”

Now the Greek verb here……are you ready?……..You sure? The Greek verb here is ‘energeo!” 

“the energy that he so powerfully energizes within me!” 

So notice that the New Revised Standard Version translates it, “he inspires”, he ‘breathes in!!” The Greek far more powerfully than our English reveals that what gives Paul the ‘energy’ for his ‘work’ is the very ‘energy’ of Christ ‘energizing’ him!! The energy, inspiration is directly connected out of the same energizer, inspirer!

Maybe Paul is revealing to his readers here that what keeps him going in the midst of his hardship is purely and simply a divine energy that has taken over, that quickens, animates, inspires him to keep going, to have hope, to receive comfort and joy. And that energy isn’t some ‘meditation technique’, but a living Lord whose living, dynamic Spirit energizes. Maybe the Christmas carol is right, “Where meek hearts will receive him still the dear Christ enters in.”

Well, I am no Paul; I am no apostle! I’m an ordinary, all too timid Christian. What does this verse say for me and my daily work?

It reminds me that I ALREADY live upon another’s life source; I am a tiny Energizer Bunny who is already highly energized. I should daily remember, “I am Baptized! I live upon the life of my crucified and risen Lord! The one through whom all things were created, things visible and invisible….the one who was before all things and in whom all things hold together….”

I think what is so powerful in this verse’s translation is the word ‘with’. I toil and struggle in this world and in my calling and in my service ‘with’. I toil and struggle as father, husband, uncle, brother, neighbor ‘with’. I toil and struggle for the sake of my neighborhood, nation, and world ‘with.’ And I believe what keeps this whole universe going one more day is because all the toil and struggle is done/endured ‘with’ the energy he so powerfully energizes within the universe, within this world, within even me, too.

Now I can be an Ambassador for this Lord, who not only sends me with good news and assurance, but also the energy for the work which comes from the Energizer himself!

