WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY 

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact Debbie Worley: Worley@vasynod.org  and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

 

Good morning!

Well, we begin with Colossians next Tuesday. Today I want to give some brief introductory remarks.

This letter was written to the church in Colossae which was a city in the Lycus Valley fairly close to Ephesus and Laodecia and Heiropolis.

The letter to the Colossians is usually closely alligned with Ephesians and Philemon, especially because of personal references that refer to Philemon, Onesimus, and Tychichus. It is believed by some that the church of Colossae met in Philemon's home.

Most scholars also see Colossians as another letter written by Paul from prison, and they include Colossians, along with Ephesians, Philemon, and Philippians as letters written from prison. Some scholars see the letter to the Colossians as one of the letters written near the very end of Paul's career, and these tend to point to the many warm references at the end of Colossians that sound similar to the letter of Philemon. Some see the letter to the Colossians as written by the next generation of Pauline leaders, and these scholars will point out that the vocabulary and grammar of Colossians is different from the other letters that other attributed to Paul.  They will also point to what are called the 'household duties' section of the letter that appear in Colossians, Ephesians, 1 & 2 Timothy, Titus, I Peter where duties of husband and wife, parents and children, slaves and master were written as a way of showing the orderliness of Christianity in a gentile world that was getting more
and more nervous about this Christian 'sect'. These sets of 'household duties' are usually believed to be of the second generation of Christians, after Paul's career.

Another group of scholars see Colossians as a possible bridge text with some of Paul and some of his colleagues, such as Timothy who wrote much of the letter. Therefore the wording is a bit different, but the warmth of greeting is preserved by the apostle to this church.

What is interesting is that there was a recorded earthquake that impacted Colossae in 60-61AD. There is no mention of this in the letter to the Colossians, and there is no word play or allusion within the letter that might also have to do with an earthquake. A writing at the time of the earthquake or after the earthquake would probably have made some allusion or prediction about such a happening. That there IS NO MENTION of the earthquake may speak to the letter being before the earthquake happened and thus during the end of Paul's career or as the bridge to the next generation of Pauline churches.

I love Colossians because of some wonderful prayers, verses, and another beautiful hymn about Jesus Christ! As we read through Colossians you will often be reminded of the letter to the Ephesians!!

I also think Colossians is worthy of reading because the city of Colossae was a mixture of pagan religions, a strong Jewish minority, and had the presence of Christianity as well. Paul seems to be concerned that the faith of the church may be threatened with becoming watered down or mixed with pagan religions/philosophy, Jewish LAW, and a stream of Christianity insisting upon ascetic discipline. It was a place where the worship of angels was known.  

A simple session of channel surfing on any night of television will reveal a mixture of angels, witches, mythic creatures, Christianity, and a host of current philosophies and spirituality accompanied by ads that encourage disciplined exercise along with an assortment of pleasures of all kinds.

Oh yes, I am looking forward to next Tuesday!!
