TEXT FOR TODAY: COLOSSIANS 1:1-2
PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, hear my prayer for your saints and faithful ones, ,for all those you have made your own through the waters of baptism, through your promise that nothing shall separate these from your love. Hear my prayer for your Spirit to use the holy ones for your service, that others may know of them as your faithful ones who act and speak in your Name! Send them this day as your beloved ambassadors to all those they love and even to all those you love. Hear our prayers this day for ___________________ and let your will be done in our lives. Amen.
(For those who have the time and desire to read on()

1 “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by/on account of/through the will of God, and Timothy our brother”

Paul refers to himself as an apostle in most of his letters, though not in Philippians and Philemon, two of the letters connected with Colossians.

It is a very important title because it asserts himself as one who has seen the risen Lord and has been sent to proclaim his death and resurrection.

This is in accordance with the will of God which will fit in well with the content of this letter in which God is intentionally acting to ‘rescue us from the power of darkness.’

The mentioning of Timothy in the opening greeting has led to some to speculate Timothy as the scribe or writer of the letter or the co-writer of the letter. We remember the even more balanced greeting from Philippians, “Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus.” It seems to me that such a balanced greeting would speak even more strongly to co-authorship than this one in Colossians where only Paul is lifted up as apostle.
2 “To the saints and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae.”

To the holy and believing brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae.
They are saints because they are baptized; they are holy because they belong to God for the will of God to be done through them.

They are faithful brothers and sisters because Paul has heard of their faith in Christ Jesus and their love for all the saints because of the hope laid for them in heaven!

They are believing because it speaks to their being alive, living, and active in their trust in God.

When Luther spoke to faith he spoke to trusting in the promises of God, that God was absolutely trustworthy. It wasn’t that someone should have the right knowledge to believe, the right dogma; rather, it was that one should believe that God’s promises were absolutely trustworthy. Right belief was not right dogmas; right belief was radical trust that God would do what God promised to do! The greatest sin for Luther was to doubt that God was trustworthy, that God would do what God promised to do. God’s Word is everlasting!

Commentators share that ‘brethren’ in Greek can mean ‘brothers and sisters.’

“Grace to you and peace from God our Father.”

This is the only letter that has this opening phrase as the greeting. Perhaps it is because Paul will speak to the ‘Father who has transferred us.,’ and he speaks to the ‘Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.’
