WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON COLOSSIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!  Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: COLOSSIANS 3:17
 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, whatever I do this day in word or deed, let me do it in your name, giving thanks to God the Father through you! Lord Jesus, let my light so shine that others may see my good works and glorify your Father in heaven! Lord Jesus, send me as your ambassador this day ready to speak your name and ready to act in your name that others may come to understand the goodness of your Name and the profound joy of your life. Hear my prayer this day for __________________________. Amen.

(For those who have time and desire to read on ()

This is a WONDERFUL verse for those who might desire to regard themselves as Ambassadors for Christ!

“Whatever you do, in word and deed, (that ought to cover just about everything!) do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, (isn’t this what an ambassador does for the one that has sent them? Live in the name of? Act on behalf of?) giving thanks to God the Father through him!”

Now I like this verse because for me it can serve as a key verse in several ways!

1 It serves like a bookend with the whole section from 2:16-3:5 which were verses about either what some were saying ‘true believers’ should ‘do’ and ‘say’ or about what our sin caused us to ‘do’ and ‘think’ and ‘say.’

        Instead of ‘observing festivals, Sabbaths, etc’, instead of ‘insisting on self-abasement and worship of angels, dwelling on visions,’  instead of ‘submitting to regulations like Do not taste,’ instead of ‘appearances of wisdom in promoting self-imposed piety,’ “whatever you do in word and deed, do EVERYTHING in the name of Jesus giving thanks to the Father through him.”

        Instead of ‘fornication, impurity, passions, evil desire, greed, anger, wrath, abusive language, lying to one another’, “whatever you do in word and deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus giving thaniks to God the Father through him.”

2) It serves as the proper closing to you who ‘have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator.” Clothed in compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, patience…clothed in love….with the peace of Christ ruling in our hearts and the word of Christ dwelling within us.


For those who live clothed in the new self, the clothing, peace, and word of Christ, now “whatever you do in word and deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus giving thanks to God the Father through him.”

3) It is the most proper ending to the liturgical language in the verses that preceded this verse. Remember that we had the ‘peace of Christ’, ‘giving thanks’, ‘the word of Christ’, ‘teaching’, ‘exhortation and admonishment’, ‘singing of psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God?” Those are wonderful words for a Sunday morning liturgy! This verse ties Sunday morning liturgy with Monday-Saturday liturgy!!

‘Liturgy’ means ‘service or ministry’.  Now Psalm 100 is a wonderful text for this. “Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands, SERVE the Lord with gladness.” That Hebrew verb can be translated ‘serve’ or ‘worship.’

We have a Sunday ‘service’ and we have Monday-Saturday ‘services’ that we provide for others in our daily work! We serve as ushers and lay assistants on Sunday, and we serve as teachers, judges, salespersons, military personnel through the week.

This verse is about BOTH!

For our worship liturgy or service, while we are worshipping God, ‘whatever you do in word and deed, do EVERYTHING in the name of the Lord Jesus giving thanks to God the Father through him!” Here is how you will find proper Christian worship, everything is done in the name of the Lord Jesus
giving thanks to God the Father through him.


Here is how you will best understand your proper vocation in your daily service, by seeking to do everything in word and deed in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him!

4 This is a wonderful ‘bridge’
 verse in two ways!!

          A  It provides the confessional insight that Jesus remains the true icon. You see, God the Father has rescued us from the power of darkness by transferring us to the kingdom of his own beloved Son. God the Father has rescued us THROUGH JESUS.

      Now in this verse, everything that we do in word and deed should be done in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father THROUGH JESUS!

      Whether from God the Father to us or from us to God the Father, the rescue and the thanksgiving is through Jesus.

       In the gospel of John, Jesus will say, “I am the gate.” The rest of the gospel will speak to Jesus being the ‘navel of the earth’ where heaven and earth meet. SO!! When Jesus is ‘lifted up’ in the gospel of John upon the cross, the gate/door is ‘hung’, hinged between heaven and earth! The life, love, and grace of heaven floods the earth through that door; ‘the way, the truth, and the life’ of this earth finds its way to heaven through that door.


B It is a solid bridge for the section that will now follow this one—‘rules for the household’. Having spoken to doing everything in the name of the Lord Jesus giving thanks to the Father through him, the writer will now seek to say what that means for our relationships within the family and society, with insiders and outsiders of the Christian community.


What a verse!

For me this morning, what a wonderful way to begin this day seeking to fulfill my calling as an ambassador for Christ. 

 May I this day in whatever I do or say, do it in the name of the Lord Jesus giving thanks to the Father through him.

