WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY !
We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesdays.
WELCOME!!!! WELCOME!!! WELCOME!!

HERE WE GO ON A STUDY OF PAUL’S LETTERS TO THE GALATIANS,A LETTER OF CHRISTIAN FREEDOM OR THE FREEDOM THAT COMES FROM BEING IN CHRIST JESUS!

I HOPE YOU HAD A WONDERFUL MONTH OF MAY, DID A LITTLE OF THE READING AS PREPARATION, HAVE ENJOYED THE MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND AND WEEK AND ARE READY FOR PENTECOST!!!

I GIVE THANKS TO GOD FOR YOU AND YOUR PARTNERSHIP IN THE GOSPEL AND YOUR JOYOUS LIFE IN CHRIST WHO HAS MADE US HIS OWN.

I AGAIN WANT TO THANK DEBBIE WORLEY, IN OUR SYNOD OFFICE, WHO SO DILIGENTLY GETS THIS BIBLE STUDY OUT FOR ME. SHE IS A GIFT TO US ALL!

TEXT FOR TODAY: GALATIANS 1:1-5
Gal.1

[1] Paul an apostle -- not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised him from the dead -- 
[2] and all the brethren who are with me, To the churches of Galatia: 
[3] Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ, 
[4] who gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father; 
[5] to whom be the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

PRAYER FOR TODAY: “Lord God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage; not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Send me as your ambassador this day, confident in your grace and peace. Hear my prayers this day for ____________________. Amen.
(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

1 Paul an apostle not by men nor on account of men/because of men BUT on account of/through/because of Jesus Christ and God the father who raised him from the dead, and  all the brothers with me to the churches (to those ‘called out!) of Galatia, grace to you and peace from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ who gave himself for our sins, so that he might deliver/rescue/set free us from this present evil age according to the will of our God and Father, to whom be glory into ages upon ages, Amen!”

Whew! That’s a long Greek sentence! It means that all this is tied together.

Paul begins with the assertion of his apostleship; his call as apostle comes from Jesus Christ and God the Father themselves! His call does NOT come from human teaching or a human source! His call was an action of God, a choosing of him. Therefore, the word that will come from him is not from other humans but it from Jesus Christ and God the Father who raised him from the dead.

‘who raised him from the dead’ That is a curious phrase at the beginning of the letter except that through this letter Paul will speak to his own dying to the Law and to his now living in the crucified Christ who now lives in him. The Father of resurrection, of new life, has also given to Paul new life in his baptism and in his calling.
I love the forceful phrase, “Paul an apostle NOT by men NOR on account of men BUT on account of Jesus Christ and God the Father who raised him from the dead!” The conjunction ‘but’ is a STRONG conjunction meant to make you stop and take it in: ‘not on account of men BUT, WAIT NOW! BUT on account of Jesus Christ and God the Father!

Not only is Paul an apostle by the choosing of Jesus Christ and God the Father, but there are also all these ‘brothers in Christ’ who are also with him, traveling with him, one with him AND there are all those ‘called out’ in Galatia! This is what the Greek word for church, ‘ekklesia’ literally means-‘the called out.’ The churches are assemblies/gatherings of those ‘called out/chosen’ by Jesus Christ and God the Father who raised him from the dead!

This letter is written to those called out in Galatia and to them Paul says, ‘Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ who gave himself for our sins to set us free, to deliver us, to rescue us from the present evil age, according to God the Father, to whom be the glory for ages upon ages to come, AMEN!

Now ‘grace and peace’ are nice beginning words, like Hallmark cards in the ancient world, and we might be tempted to zip on by them as ‘nice’ words. (I have to admit that I too often go PAST the printed stuff in the card to get to the handwritten note in the card!! Do you do that?)

EXCEPT that in Galatians the point of Paul is that the grace of God should not be nullified, what God gives in Jesus Christ is a solid promise, adoption as a child of God, an inheritance, new life, freedom to love God and neighbor, the fruit of the Spirit!

And ‘peace’ will be listed as one of the fruit of the Spirit as a sign of the peace that we have with God who has forgiven us our sin and made us a child of God.

So our grace and peace comes from the VERY one who GAVE himself for OUR SINS!!
Martin Luther will speak about the “happy transfer” as the Christ who gives us what is his and takes from us what is ours. He gives us his life and he takes from us our sin.

“to set us free”

Now I like this Greek verb very much! I believe it is a very intentional wording.

The Greek verb here is ‘ex-aireo’. It is a preposition added to a root stem. The root verb, ‘aireo’ means to ‘take’ in the active voice and it means to ‘choose’ in the middle voice.

The Greek verb ‘exaireo’ means ‘to take out’ in the active voice and it means ‘to choose out’ in the middle or more clearly, ‘to set free, to deliver, to rescue.’ There is an intentionality to choose to take some one out of their bondage/perilous circumstance that needs a rescue. The rescuer is going after a specific person.
SOOO!  “Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ who gave himself for our sins to choose to rescue YOU/US !  This is the sign of our baptism, you know! In that sign of rescue there is great ‘grace and peace!’

And then, there is a neat choice of words by Paul—‘to set us free from this present evil age’ according to the will of our God and Father, to whom be the glory for ages and ages.   The present brief age of our sin is contrasted with the ages and ages of the glory of God!

And it is all done ‘according to the will of our God AND Father.’ Creation and history will culminate in the intended will of God. While there is MUCH that happens daily in the creation and world that is NOT what God intends, it is the will of God that will ultimately prevail and that continues to bring new life and hope from where there seemed to be only death and despair.

‘Father’  From the Small Catechism “Our Father”, “With these words God wants to attract us, so that we believe he is truly our Father and we are truly is children, in order that we may ask him boldly and with complete confidence, just as loving children ask their loving father.”

Now all this is ONE GREEK SENTENCE! Paul’s apostleship, the presence of accompanying ‘brothers’, the special choseness of the called out ones in Galatia, the giving away of Jesus for our sins, the raising of Jesus from the dead for our grace and peace, the rescuing to set us free from this PRESENT evil age for all the ages to come ALL according to the will of our God and Father.
Now a bad beginning line!

Have a wonderful day you chosen one!  Grace and peace to you!
