WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY !
We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesdays.
TEXT FOR TODAY: GALATIANS 1:11-12
[11] For I would have you know, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not man's gospel. 

[12] For I did not receive it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through a revelation of Jesus Christ. 


PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus Christ, it is a wonderful getting’ up morning!!  You have blessed us with the great beauty and bounty of your creation, the joyous declaration of your love for us in cross and resurrection, the assurance of your abiding presence in the sign of our baptism and the fruit of your Spirit! How can I keep from singing! Send me as your ambassador this day declaring the revelation of your grace and the Father’s love, and enable me to serve my neighbor in the glory of your Name. Hear my prayer this day for _____________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

“For I want you to know, my brothers and sisters, that the ‘good news’ I ‘good news-ed’ to you, that it is not from human/man, for I neither received/obtained/got/took hold of it by a human/man nor was I taught it BUT on account of a revelation of Jesus Christ!”

The first thing Paul wants to make clear is that the gospel he proclaimed, the good news about Jesus Christ he proclaimed was not something taught to him, someone else did not hand down the faith to him.

BUT!! There is the major conjunction, the strong RATHER! BUT! The gospel Paul proclaims comes on account of a revelation from Jesus Christ. Not a shared word from another but a direct encounter with the risen Lord.

The second thing that Paul is therefore saying is that Jesus Christ is alive and still appearing, encountering people! The verse is important not only to establish the apostleship of Paul; the verse is important because it bears witness to a risen Lord who reveals himself to a living person!

The third thing that Paul is asserting is his authority as an apostle and establishing the authority of the words he is going to write in this letter for responding to challengers to that gospel within the community of the churches of Galatia.

The power of his proclamation is not only in his words but in the authority as one who has had a direct revelation from the crucified and risen Christ.

Now while there is much to our tradition that is human and taught and handed down one generation to the next, there is also the gospel of the LIVING risen Christ who continues to make himself known in the waters of baptism, in the breaking of the bread, and in the proclamation of the gospel.

Rather than Jesus sitting ON the right hand of God, Martin Luther liked to speak of Jesus Christ AS the right hand of God, the doing of the powerful rescuing work of God!

For this day, our faith is in a LIVING Christ, the Son of God crucified for our sin and risen from the dead whose Spirit now brings faith and hope and joy to us called as ambassadors to live in the grace of God and to proclaim the love of God for us and our neighbor.

