WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY !
We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesdays.
TEXT FOR TODAY: GALATIANS 1:15-17

[15] But when he who had set me apart before I was born, and had called me through his grace, 
[16] was pleased to reveal his Son to me, in order that I might preach him among the Gentiles, I did not confer with flesh and blood, 
[17] nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me, but I went away into Arabia; and again I returned to Damascus. 


PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, as you once called Paul to proclaim your name to the nations, so give to me this day an opportunity to share your name with another. As you called Paul so remind me of my calling from my baptism to be a witness and a servant for your kingdom as your ambassador. Hear my prayer this day for ___________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

This is one long Greek sentence.

“But/and when God, the one who set me apart from my mother’s womb and called me in his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son in me, in order that I might proclaim him in the nations/Gentiles, [I went] immediately NOT to consult or go for advice from flesh and blood nor did I go up to Jerusalem to the apostles before myself, BUT I went AWAY into Arabia and again returned to Damascus.”

Now this is a LOADED Greek sentence!!!

First of all, Paul speaks to God “taking delight in/being pleased about.” He uses the same Greek verb that is used in the gospels’ account of Jesus’ baptism where God from heaven says, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”
And notice that Paul was set apart ‘in his mother’s womb!’ This is a biggy!!!!  This is a prophetic call by God to the nations!!  Jeremiah 1:4ff, “Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, ‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” And listen from Isaiah 49:1ff, “The Lord called me before I was born, while I was in my mother’s womb he named me.....It is too light a thing that you should be my servant, to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”

Wow! That’s powerful company! Jeremiah, the prophet with 52 chapters and Isaiah with 66 chapters!! They are chosen in their mother’s wombs AND they are chosen to be a messenger of salvation to the nations, to the Gentiles!!!

(And then, Ephesians will begin, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, JUST AS HE CHOSE US IN CHRIST BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD to be holy and blameless in love.”

As well as II Timothy 2:9 “This grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began....”

The grace shown to Paul, the call of Paul, begins to become the grace shown to us as well and the call given to us as well.)

BUT!! What God was really PLEASED to do was to reveal Jesus Christ to Paul! Paul was a target of revelation! The enemy of God didn’t have a 500 pound bomb targeted on him, rather, the enemy of God had the living Christ revealed to him ‘so that I might proclaim him [the living Christ] to the nations/Gentiles!’ The enemy of Christ becomes the ambassador for Christ! The persecution of God against the church becomes the appeal of God’s reconciliation for the world!

So Paul is quick to point out that IMMEDIATELY that revelation did not send him UP to Jerusalem but AWAY into Arabia and then back to Damascus!!! There is NO CHANCE that he received the gospel from another apostle in Jerusalem! Paul’s gospel comes as a revelation that God was pleased to give to him, and Paul’s call to the Gentiles/nations was something God had in mind while Paul was still in the womb of his mother!

[Please note that in chapter 4:25, Mt. Sinai is located in ‘Arabia’. One scholar I read lifts up that perhaps Paul went to Mt. Sinai in his going away to Arabia. Perhaps he stood in the same cleft of the rock from which Elijah spoke of his jealousy/zeal for the Lord.}

I think of Psalm 139 again, the middle verses, “For it was you who formed my inward parts; you knit me together in my mother’s womb.” This is the psalm that begins, “O Lord, you have searched me and known me.”

In these two first Greek sentences, Paul has pointed out that he KNOWS the Jewish culture and tradition BETTER than the Christian missionaries who have come talking like experts to the Galatians and teaching another gospel than the one Paul proclaimed.

Secondly, Paul’s call and apostolic credentials are POWERFUL like an apostle’s, a direct revelation of the living Christ AND ALSO a call like Jeremiah and Isaiah by God to be God’s messenger to the nations!

The two sentences give the ‘personal background’ to Paul’s assertions in the beginning of the letter to his being an apostle by the will of God and that the gospel he proclaimed came as a revelation from Jesus Christ!

BUT!! Notice how Paul is able to confess with confidence and I would add, joy, that God took delight in revealing Jesus Christ to Paul. See how Paul is able to speak of that transformation of his life as a desire of God. 

