WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY !
We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesdays.
TEXT FOR TODAY: GALATIANS 1:18-24

[18] Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas, and remained with him fifteen days. 

[19] But I saw none of the other apostles except James the Lord's brother. 
[20] (In what I am writing to you, before God, I do not lie!) 
[21] Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cili'cia. 
[22] And I was still not known by sight to the churches of Christ in Judea; 
[23] they only heard it said, "He who once persecuted us is now preaching the faith he once tried to destroy." 
[24] And they glorified God because of me. 

PRAYER FOR TODAY:  Lord Jesus, you took Paul who was your enemy and made him your apostle; you loved him so much that you died for him, sought him out, called him by name, baptized him, restored him to life, gave him joy in service, and sent him as your ambassador for the sake of your world. You have done the same in my life, so send me as your ambassador as well.  Hear my prayers for ________________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

“Then after three years I did go up to Jerusalem to visit, to get to know Cephas and stayed, remained with him fifteen days.”

Now I love this text this morning because I am right smack dab in the middle of The Rev. Hynna Motec, President of the Island District of the Papua New Guinea Lutheran Church staying with us for 17 days in Virginia! He was with us for our synod assembly this past weekend, and this morning we leave to travel around the synod for 5 days.

President Motec has come to ‘visit’ in the hope of ‘getting to know’ me. He hasn’t come for me to ‘teach’ him the gospel; he already KNOWS the gospel and cares for a 3700 member parish and has oversight of more Christians than I do!! He just returned earlier this year from representing the nearly one million Lutherans in Papua New Guinea at the World Council of Churches assembly in Brazil!!  This visit is about our getting to know one another, to deepen our relationship.

Paul is seeking to make it clear that this was the intent of the stay in Jerusalem! There is no hint of ‘receiving’ the gospel from Peter! Rather, it is the idea of two religious brothers visiting with one another, getting to know one another; this is the meaning of the Greek verb.

AND!! He lets it drop that he also spent some time with James the brother of Jesus!! Jesus had already revealed himself to Paul; now Paul got to meet his brother in the flesh! But there is the intent here by Paul to continue the emphasis that this was NOT a time of his receiving the gospel from them.

“And what I am writing to you, behold! Before/’in the face of’ God I am not lying, deceiving you!”

“Methinks he doth protest too much!”  It strikes me that this intense desire to insist on his veracity gives the implication that this visit must have been the rumor among the Galatians (perhaps begun by the recent preachers come to Galatia insisting on receiving the Jewish law as well) that Paul was really taught by Peter and therefore, a disciple of Peter. (Perhaps the recent preachers then lifted up their own credentials by saying that they, too, were taught by Peter and disciples of Peter himself! Now this is mere Mauney speculation!!!!!!)

“THEN I went to the regions of Syria and Cilicia” 

Now these are the areas far north of Jerusalem. They are in the bend of the land around the far northeastern tip of the Mediterranean Sea. It is the area in Syria that includes Antioch and the area in Cilicia that includes Tarsus. Tarsus is the hometown of Paul; Antioch becomes the congregation where Paul and Barnabus reside and also becomes the sending congregation of Paul and Barnabus on their missionary trips. They are both a LOOONNGGGG way from Jerusalem!!

“and I was still unknown by sight to the churches of Judea that are in Christ; they only heard it said, ‘The one who formerly was persecuting us is not proclaiming the faith he once tried to destroy.”

“My face was unknown to the Christians in Judea” could be a paraphrase.

The only thing they were hearing cause I was a notorious fellow[!!] was that the one who was infamous in being a persecutor of the church had become a preacher for the church!

What I like about these verses is they point out how LITTLE we know about the early years of Paul’s living and developing in the faith and how unknown his early ‘career’ or ‘life’ is in the gospel! This is what always strikes me when I read the necrology reports of our pastors who have died the previous year. I know them at the END of their career, and they are well known and respected pastors at that point. But I really know NOTHING about who they were in high school, college, seminary, first call or even second or third call! Their careers are unknown to me, but the profound respect that I have for them now has come from what I HAVE heard and known about them in their later years that were built upon those former hidden years from me.

We are all in our formative years of faith in a way, still developing into what we shall one day become in fullness. Our zeal for the faith is unknown to the whole church, yet is known by our Lord.

We don’t know about theses hidden years of Paul, but that doesn’t mean that those years were not absolutely crucial years! It doesn’t mean that those years were not filled with countless seeds of the gospel being spread among people then. After all, something was happening in a local way for the church in Antioch to be willing to foot the bill of sending Paul and Barnabas out as missionaries!

For most of us in terms of the wider Church, these are our ‘hidden’ years of faith, of faithful living, of planting seeds, of living our faith and speaking our faith to one person at a time, one neighbor at a time, one colleague at a time. At the SAME time these are our ‘BEST’ years of faithfulness locally, because for those to whom we spoke the gospel, shared the faith, or loved them in the faith, we ARE the ones who brought them the gospel! You see?

Salem IS my region of Syria and Cilicia! Living my faith as an ambassador for Christ is done day in and day out in this local setting among those I encounter in ways of speaking and serving. HERE is my ‘unknown’ powerful work being inspired and used by the Holy Spirit!

We found out at our synod assembly through the head of the ELCA Global Mission about the over 60 million places in the world where Lutherans like you and me are living out our ambassadorships! They are simply unknown to you or me! Yet, we are tied together in the body of Christ, each seeking to be faithful in the Name of Christ, to make a difference in the Name of Christ, and seeking to be used by the Holy Spirit for the building up of the body and for the speaking of the gospel! How wonderful! My life today on the road has as much potential for the world and the plan of God as perhaps a day in the life of St. Paul in his ministry of Syria and Cilicia! In our Lord’s will and the Spirit’s creating, our simple words and actions have eternal possibilities, especially for those whom we dare enough and care enough to speak the Name to or act in the Name for!!! (sorry to all my English teachers out there since I am ending with a preposition!)

The one hurting the church of Christ becomes a helper for the church of Christ. 

Being a ‘persecutor’ of the church, being one who tried to ‘destroy’ or ‘kill’ the church reminds me of the Small Catechism and the words of Luther in the petition, “thy will be done”. “God’s will is done whenever God thwarts the will of the devil, the world, or my sinful self that would oppose the hallowing of God’s Name and the coming of his kingdom!”  

What is wonderful is how God continues to convert enemies into apostles, opponents of the kingdom into components of the kingdom!

“And they glorified God because of me!”

They saw in Paul’s conversion evidence of the difference the life of Christ makes in one’s life! They saw evidence of the saving work of God for the life of the church in stopping this persecutor AND they saw evidence of the saving work of God in God saving Paul, too!! God didn’t destroy but saved; God didn’t kill, but made alive again!

And so they glorified God! May it be so that many glorify God because of YOUR life, because of what they see God doing in your life and the difference that Christ makes in your life. May it be so for us all as ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us.

