WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON GALATIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!  Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: GALATIANS 4:12

[12] Brethren, I beseech you, become as I am, for I also have become as you are. You did me no wrong; 

PRAYER FOR TODAY: “Christ, be with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me,

Chris in me, Christ beneath me, Christ above me,

Christ on my right, Christ on my left,

Christ where I lie, Christ were I sit, Christ where I arise,

Christ in the heart of every one who thinks of me,

Christ in the mouth of every one who speaks of me,

Christ in every eye that sees me,

Christ in every that hears me.

May your salvation, O Lord, be ever with us.” [Prayer of St. Patrick]

As the Father has sent you, so send me as your ambassador this day. Hear my prayers especially for ___________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

“Brothers, I pray, become as I, even as I also have become as you are.”

Again, there is speculation about what Paul is intending in this verse. 

I want to make use of the words themselves. “Become as I am; I have already become as you are.”

I am not sure what Paul is intending here, but I would note this:

This verse is how Luther would understand the good news of the gospel. The Son of the Father in the Trinity has emptied himself and become as we are. As Luther will often say in his image of the ‘happy exchange,’ Jesus Christ becomes as we are and takes upon himself all that we are even as he exchanges and gives to us all that HE is in order that we may be His and in Him become as He is! So in Galatians Paul speaks about faith revealed in the Son who gives to us his Sonship, “for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God through faith” [Galatians 3:27]. “And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying ‘Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave but a son” [Galatians 4:7].

Christ becoming as us so that we might become as he is, is step one in Luther’s “Freedom of the Christian”. 

Step 2 is that we become as our neighbor so that our neighbor might become as we are. We serve our neighbor in love with our life, even as Christ served us in love with his life.

Now perhaps Paul is saying here to the Galatians. ‘Rather than becoming as the missionaries wanting you to return to the Law, become as I am, free from the gospel. I have already become as you are because I used to live under the Law. ‘   

