WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON GALATIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!  Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: GALATIANS 4:13-19
[13] you know it was because of a bodily ailment that I preached the gospel to you at first; 
[14] and though my condition was a trial to you, you did not scorn or despise me, but received me as an angel of God, as Christ Jesus. 
[15] What has become of the satisfaction you felt? For I bear you witness that, if possible, you would have plucked out your eyes and given them to me. 
[16] Have I then become your enemy by telling you the truth? 
[17] They make much of you, but for no good purpose; they want to shut you out, that you may make much of them. 
[18] For a good purpose it is always good to be made much of, and not only when I am present with you. 
[19] My little children, with whom I am again in travail until Christ be formed in you! 

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus Christ, you are the fountain of my life! I praise you and thank you for all that you have done to bring joy and hope. I also ask for your forgiveness as I recognize how my sin and all sin was also borne by you upon a cross fashioned with human hands like mine, and I shutter to understand that your justice must also have its way upon this earth. In all my frailties and infirmities of heart and soul, in all my inner fears, desires, and wants that make me blind to the delight of your Father’s will, I seek yet to live ever upon the promise of my baptism and the assurance that nothing shall separate your love from me. May this be true for all. May the power of your faith and love even be seen in my human weakness and shortcomings. To that end, send me as your ambassador this day, in this moment. Hear my prayers for __________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

These verses of personal words from Paul to the Galatians are such that only Paul and the Galatians would know exactly what he was talking about.

We don’t know what Paul’s ‘physical infirmity’ or ‘weakness’ was. A number of people believe it had to do with his eyes because of the reference, “For I testify that, had it been possible, you would have torn out your eyes and given them to me.”

Paul also speaks of his ‘thorn in the flesh’ in II Corinthians 12:7ff: “’a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me, to keep me from being too elated. Three times I appealed to the Lord about this, that is would leave me, but he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness. So I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.”

What is interesting to me, however, is the parallelism of Paul’s discussion here along with his theological argument. He has already spoken about the ‘flesh’ and about ‘faith.’ “And the life I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God who loved me and gave himself for me.” Just before this section, Paul spoke to the ‘weak’ and beggarly spirits that are not by nature God. Now in this section he speaks to his ‘weakness’, his ‘physical infirmity’ in his flesh. In the next section, he will speak to the two sons, one born in the flesh and the other born in the spirit, in the promise, in faith.  There is a weakness within flesh and a freedom and power in faith.

Here, in this section, Paul speaks to the great patience of Galatians for him in his fleshly weakness. “though my condition put you to the test, you did not scorn me or despise me, but welcomed me as an angel of God, as Christ Jesus...For I testify......you would have torn out your eyes for me.”

So, in the same way, Paul has shown great patience for the spiritual weakness of the Galatians!

What is causing the problem of THEIR spiritual weakness are these infernal missionaries who ‘make much of you, but for no good purpose; they want to exclude you, so that you will make much of them!’ The words used are all about being ‘in’ or ‘out’. We all remember wanting to be part of the ‘in’ crowd, and we know what it is like to be ‘snubbed out/excluded.’ ‘But Christ has come to set us free according to the gracious will of God the Father,’ by the promise of God.

“You received me as Jesus Christ.” Two ways to consider that and it has its best meaning perhaps in holding onto both of them. 1-The Galatians received Paul as if he were Jesus Christ himself since he came bearing the gospel!!  2-The Galatians welcomed Paul as Jesus Christ would have welcomed Paul, not with scorn but willing to tear out there very eyes! The community of Christ is alive that welcomes and regards one another/both as Jesus Christ.

You see, “it IS good to be made much of” as the welcomed one and as the receiving one!

And then this tender verse, “My little children, for whom I am again in the pain of childbirth until Christ be formed in you.”

Martin Luther speaks to the ‘eternal nativity’ of Jesus Christ, especially as he lectures on Psalm 2, ‘today I have begotten you.’ Here he speaks to the eternal now, the eternal present, the eternal ‘at this time’ where the Christ needs to be born again in us!! Every Sunday morning in the reminder of the font, in the hearing of the Word, in the eating of the bread and drinking of the wine, there is a nativity, a new birth happening within me. As the carols say, “Christ is born today!” “where meek hearts will receive him still the dear Christ enters in.”

I must confess to you that I live each day in the need for the birth of Christ again within me. Only then, can I, like the scriptures, be the manger where the Christ can be found.

And I, each day, need to hear the Word so that the pain of childbirth can kill the old Adam and be joined/born once again to the Christ that lives within me.

