WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON GALATIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!  Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: GALATIANS 4:21-26
[21] Tell me, you who desire to be under law, do you not hear the law? 

[22] For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by a slave and one by a free woman. 
[23] But the son of the slave was born according to the flesh, the son of the free woman through promise. 
[24] Now this is an allegory: these women are two covenants. One is from Mount Sinai, bearing children for slavery; she is Hagar. 
[25] Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia; she corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children. 
[26] But the Jerusalem above is free, and she is our mother. 

PRAYER FOR TODAY: “O Lord our God, let us have confidence in the protecting shadow of Thy wings. Protect us and strengthen us. You will support us as helpless infants and as our hair turns grey. When You are our strength, then we are strong indeed but when we are foolish enough to trust in ourselves alone, then we are helpless. Our hope is always and only in You, and when we turn away we are misguided. Help us to turn again to You, O Lord, or else we will surely be overturned, for in You is our perfection, completely without flaw. We need never fear that there is no place to come home to, simply because for a time we chose to leave Your house. Our being away does not cause the house to collapse, because that house is Your Eternity.” [Augustine]

Send me as your ambassador this day. Hear my prayers for ________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

Paul is quite the rhetoric theologian!  He began speaking of Abraham’s faith, reckoned to him as righteousness. Then he moved to speaking about Abraham’s offspring and the promise given to the one seed, the one offspring, Jesus Christ!  Then he moved to the declaration of us becoming one in Christ, the Son of God, the one offspring. Then he spoke to us being adopted into the ‘sonship’ of the Son.

Now he moves to themes of freedom verses slavery by using Abraham’s own sons, Isaac and Ishmael!!

Perhaps the missionaries who had come in Paul’s absence spoke to being ‘children/sons of Abraham’ by being in the Law.

In a wonderful way he speaks to the two sons’ condition by their birthing process. Ishmael, born of Hagar, comes from one who was a slave. Isaac, born of Sarah, comes from one who was free.

Sarah could not conceive and was very old. In place of Sarah, Sarah brought Hagar, the slave woman, to become her flesh and conceive a child for Abraham.  Ishmael was born, the child of the slave woman, Hagar.

Lo and behold! The promise of God came true that Sarah would conceive on her own and that WAS good news!! Amazingly, miraculously Sarah conceived the promise of God, a child for Abraham. Isaac was born, the child of the woman who received the promise, Sarah.

“Now this is an allegory!” says Paul! Those living birthed by the Law are in bondage just like Hagar was in bondage as a slave.  Those living birthed by the good news live upon the promise just like Sarah the free woman! Soooooo:
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We have returned in a way to the third chapter’s discussion about those who rely on the Law living under a ‘curse’. Now Paul speaks to those under the Law as in slavery to the Law, just like Hagar and her son, and Jerusalem below!

