WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON GALATIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!  Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

GALATIANS 5: 7-12

[7] You were running well; who hindered you from obeying the truth? 
[8] This persuasion is not from him who calls you. 
[9] A little leaven leavens the whole lump. 
[10] I have confidence in the Lord that you will take no other view than mine; and he who is troubling you will bear his judgment, whoever he is. 
[11] But if I, brethren, still preach circumcision, why am I still persecuted? In that case the stumbling block of the cross has been removed. 
[12] I wish those who unsettle you would mutilate themselves!

PRAYER FOR THE DAY: Lord Jesus Christ, you were ‘lifted high upon the cross so that you might draw the whole world to yourself. Grant that we who glory in your death for our salvation may also glory in your call to take up our cross and follow you.’ Send us running well as your ambassadors this day! Hear my prayers for ______________. Amen. [LBW prayer for Holy Cross Day]

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

“You were running well.” Now HERE is a text that will catch the attention of a 54 year old paunchy bishop!  I go out to ‘run’ and fifty yards later my left knee says, ‘that’s enough, Jim!’ The next day my back says, ‘more than enough.’  I ‘run’ another 50 yards and my right hamstring says, ‘never again.’

Being 54 and TOTALLY out of shape, I know if I had been the ‘waiting Father’ in the story of the prodigal son, the story would have gone like this: “But the father, seeing his son from still a long distance away, began sprinting toward his son. Five steps out he pulled his hamstring in his right leg, but he kept lunging forward, holding his hamstring, and hopping badly. Another ten yards and his left knee locked up on him, but he kept on walking. The father began to weep not only from joy but also from sheer pain! The son lifted up his father from the dirt and began to speak to him, but the father hugged his son and said, ‘Carry me back to the house! I am so glad you are home and that feeding the hogs made you strong enough to carry me! Hey! I promise to throw you a party if you will just get me back to the couch and put some ice on both of my legs!! You can pack the drinks around my legs! Kill the fatted calf, skin the thing, and then put the skin around my legs packed in ice with the drinks! Yeah, that’s it! Hey, while you have me in your arms.....could we just maybe first go to the emergency room?’

“You were running well.” Perhaps Paul is saying to the Galatians that like a long race, they had been running the race well. Now the missionaries have cut in on them and broken their smooth pace, causing them to lose their balance in the race. They had lost their smooth gait and were now out of step! [This is how Richard Hays describes the meaning of verse 8.]

Listen to his translation of 7-10 with his additions to the text in italics:

“You were running well. Who cut in on you and knocked you off balance, to keep you from obeying the truth? Their elaborate rhetoric does not come from God who calls you: if you listen to them they will lead you astray. Therefore, you must drive them out of your community, because a little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough. If you let them stay in your midst, they will corrupt the entire church. I am confident in the Lord that you will not think otherwise, and that you will do as I say. Even if this sounds harsh, it is a matter of God’s judgment. Anyone who tries to confuse you will bear the judgment, whoever he may be.”  315

‘A little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough.’  On the one hand it could mean: ‘Beware! This little change by the missionaries could end up infecting the whole lump of dough!’ I could also see it, “I hope that my correction now in this letter will impact the community enough to return to the gospel, and I confident in the Lord that you will not think otherwise.”

“Anyone who tries to confuse you will bear the judgment.”

“The warning is formulated in general terms to apply to any individual who may trouble the Galatian churches.” {Richard Hays, p. 316]

The idea of driving someone out might be re-echoed here as in the previous text about what to do with the ‘slave woman and her son.’    

“Still, why am I being persecuted if I am no longer preaching circumcision?”

Richard Hays points out that in Acts 16:1-3, Paul had allowed Timothy to be circumcised. Perhaps this story was shared by the missionaries that Paul, too, had been giving in to circumcision. When Paul came to Galatia, however, not wanting to dis-please anyone by forcing circumcision on anyone, Paul had not included circumcision in his preaching.

So the missionaries were coming proclaiming the full, necessary gospel which include the Jewish Law.

‘in that case, the offense [skandalon] of the cross has been removed!’ The Greek word for ‘offense’ is where the English word, ‘scandal’ is derived.

In I Cor 1:23-24, Paul will write,  “The proclamation of the cross is ‘a scandalon’ to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.” 

“Then why am I being persecuted?”  The offense of the cross was the source of Paul’s suffering. Preaching that the cross was the source of forgiveness and being set right with God was changing the understanding of God! It would no longer be a set of conditions, but rather, it would be a rescuing God coming to pour out God’s goodness upon the sinful and needy in the world! It would no longer be a particular people, but every seeking soul regardless of race or gender or age!

“I wish those who unsettle you would castrate themselves!” “I wish those who want to cut on your male organ would go ahead and cut the whole thing off!!” ok.............hmmmm.........heh, heh, heh. Oh! I get it!  Ha! Ha! Ha!  Paul would have astonished some of the listeners with such a crude image to those who disagreed with him, and he would have gotten loud laughter from his ribald humor by his supporters!

On Tuesday, we will see where all this running in the Lord should lead in terms of our daily behavior!!!  Meanwhile, does anyone have some ice for my hamstring, my knee, my back..........my drink?

